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The Planning Committee holds two meetings every month to ensure we can look at 
and comment on every planning application affecting Gerrards Cross. Due to the high 
number of applications submitted all councillors are on the Planning Committee.  
 
Where possible, a councillor will carry out a site visit and if necessary, meet with 
affected neighbours before presenting the application to our Committee 
(unfortunately this has not been possible for parts of the last year due to COVID). We 
will then decide on our comments to be sent to Buckinghamshire Council, who will 
make the final decision on the application. 
 
We would encourage residents who comment directly to Buckinghamshire Council to 
copy us in on any emails (clerk@gerrardscross.gov.uk) so that we can take their views 
into account when the application is discussed at our meeting. 
 
Our assistant clerk has devoted substantial time to analysing the results of applications 
we have looked at this year. The current findings are: 
 

1. Over the last year, we considered 290 planning applications (compared to 326 
the previous year). 101 of those applications involved work to trees (compared 
to 110 last year). 256 of these have now been decided. 
 

2. The correlation rate between our views and those of the District Council for 
those applications which have been decided is 90.7% for tree works and 84.6% 
for building and change of use applications. 

 
3. Last year the rate was 83.8% for tree works and 84.2% for building and change 

of use applications. We are pleased to see a good correlation with what is being 
decided by the planning authority. 

 
We ensure that any objections we make are with reference to the planning policies of 
Buckinghamshire Council and are encouraged to see that generally our views reflect 
theirs.  
 
If during development work taking place residents become aware of possible breaches 
of the permission granted, we would ask them to inform us and Buckinghamshire 
Council’s enforcement department at: 
planning.enforcement.csb@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
  
We have flagged a few sites over the past year where we have received information 
of suspected planning breaches and are pleased to have seen action taken on some of 
these, although there are also some that remain pending.  
 
Apart from commenting on planning applications, the Planning Committee responded 
to various consultations over the last year on the proposed changes to the planning 
process from central government. The general theme of our responses has been to 
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emphasise that local communities should have greater input on how planning policy 
is decided for their area and that any development should come with the necessary 
infrastructure in place. 
 
The new proposed local plan for South Bucks and Chiltern has now been withdrawn 
and Buckinghamshire Council propose to have a county wide plan to determine 
planning policies for the future. We await this with interest and will respond to the 
consultations on it at the relevant time. 


