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2020 was a very interesting year for the Highways Committee of Gerrards Cross Town 
Council, with the advent of Covid lockdown in March and then again in November. 
  
The Committee looks after our Roads, Pavements, Urban Footpaths and Street Lighting in 
Gerrards Cross, with responsibility for the street lighting in residential streets only. As we all 
know our pavements and pathways became part of many people’s daily exercise routine in 
2020, and whilst this was great to see, we’ve also seen pedestrians walking in the main 
roads, which apart from being dangerous should be discouraged at all costs.  
The roads are for cars and traffic, not for pedestrians. 
  
Buckinghamshire Council has full responsibility for looking after our A & B roads and street 
lighting on the main streets. Whilst the Town Council have devolved approval to fix potholes 
and pavement repairs, we’re having to use budget from our precept income, but are in 
negotiation with the aim to secure funding from the Unitary Authority. We have 
campaigned to rectify some of our main roads including Packhorse Road and I’m pleased to 
confirm we’ve had some success, with the impending resurfacing of the junction between 
Station Approach and The Ethorpe Hotel, which should be completed by the end of Spring. 
Buckinghamshire Council have stated that warmer weather is required for the materials 
being used to work. We’ve also had success in securing the resurfacing of the road in 
Woodlands. The first attempt at resurfacing failed, but be assured the Highways Committee 
work hard on trying to get our very bad roads resurfaced using Capital Expenditure from the 
Buckinghamshire Council. 
  
Gullies and Drains 
We’ve done well in securing the Gully Clearing Service from Buckinghamshire Council, and 
many of our main roads including, Windsor Road and Packhorse Road have already been 
cleared, as well as a number of major streets in Dukes Wood. We’ll be continuing to apply 
pressure to get all our Gullies and Drains cleared. The unprecedented rainfall we’ve 
experienced throughout the Winter more than highlighted the problems with our drainage 
throughout the Town, and we have completed a major ditch and drain clearing exercise 
with a new curb installation at the traffic lights of Packhorse Road & Oxford Road which we 
hope will alleviate flooding at this juncture. 
  
Road Sweeping 
The leaves and detritus on our streets and Highways blocked many of our drains and 
covered road markings including double yellow lines on some of our roads. The detritus also 
spilled onto the pavements as a result of the traffic, making it difficult for pedestrians. I’m 
pleased to say we’ve had a successful campaign with the Road Sweeper from 
Buckinghamshire Council with most of our streets being swept within 2 days of the Town 
Clerk reporting them. Should you find you still have problems with your road not being 
swept, please feel free to email the Clerk at Gerrards Cross Town Council and we’ll do our 
best to deal with this ASAP. <clerk@gerrardscross.gov.uk> you can also report this on 
FixMyStreet <www.fixmystreet.com> 
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Pathways 
Pathways and pavements became more important to the Town Council during lockdown, 
but we are receiving numerous calls from pedestrians regarding overhanging trees, and over 
extended bushes and hedges blocking the routes. The Highways Committee adhere to the 
law, and letters will be sent to anyone it is felt is blocking a pathway or pavement, which will 
request the homeowner to cut back the overgrowth to enable wheelchairs and pushchairs 
to pass. We have to ask everyone to play their part in keeping our pathways clear. 
  
Car Parking 
The Station Road proposed Car Park Development was postponed until the advent of the 
new Unitary Council back in May 2020, this has subsequently been pushed further back, due 
to Covid, and the Council budgets being overstretched at this time. We have been informed 
this project is on hold until further notice, but the Town Council still have hopes that the Car 
Park at the Railway Station may still be an option to develop for parking. We do understand 
the need for improved Off Street Parking at a reasonable cost, and will keep pressure on the 
Buckinghamshire Council to engage with the Town Council on parking as a whole. 
  
  
New Gerrards Cross Parking Strategy 
The Parking Strategy Group are now midway through a new Gerrards Cross On Street 
Parking Strategy, which has already been communicated to people affected with 
questionnaires, and we remain in consultation with Buckinghamshire Council, with 
implementation still some time off.  We are listening to the resident’s views who are 
affected and hope this will improve the Off Street Parking across the Whole of Gerrards 
Cross 
  
CCTV 
Our CCTV installation has been delayed by regulations which has necessitated many more 
checks before we can proceed. We’re working with the appropriate services, to get the 
required information and safety checks done, with what we regard as an essential part of 
the Towns Security and Safety. Whilst CCTV may not stop crime, we certainly hope it will act 
as a deterrent 
  
Potholes 
Our Pothole Campaign as part of the Buckinghamshire devolution scheme has seen a 
considerable investment from our Precept Budget invested in our Roads in the past year. 
We hope our residents have seen the benefits of these repairs. Our Highways Contractor 
cuts and fills every pothole repair they do, rather than use the spray and patch method 
mainly used by The Buckinghamshire Council Repair Team. We’d encourage everyone 
spotting a Road failure to report it on “FixMyStreet”, as we’re finding this has become much 
more successful in the past few months in getting repairs done by the Bucks Authority. We 
should also note that “FixMyStreet” can also be used to report faulty street lights and any 
other concerns including pathways and road flooding, and even fly tipping. 
www.fixmystreet.com   
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Fly Tipping 
Fly Tipping is a criminal offence and we’re seeing a far greater rise in discarded waste in 
illegal sites in and around Gerrards Cross. Can we please ask that you remain vigilant and 
engage in reporting Fly Tipping on “FixMyStreet” and even better to the Police non-
emergency number 101 in an attempt to reduce the incidences which affect us all, and our 
environment, and keep Gerrards Cross a clean and tidy Town. 
  
Community Boards 
The Local Area Forum formally known as LAF, has been replaced by the new Community 
Boards, the purpose of the community board is to consider applications for Grants and to 
listen to the public's views and concerns in their community’s which is our case includes 
Gerrards Cross, Denham and the Chalfont’s. Members of the public are actively encouraged 
to join the group on the Board, so please feel free to look into this on the Buckinghamshire 
Council website and look under the heading “Community Boards” if you wish to join. We do 
have a Highways Group as part of the Community Board which considers applications for 
Funding Capital Projects and we recently have success with the Mill Lane Bridge where we 
aim to introduce greater safety measures for pedestrians, and recently received £15k 
funding matched with £15k by the Town Council to fund the improvements. We also have 
further projects pending which are yet to be discussed at the board. 
  
The Highways Committee hope we can look forward to a much better second half of 2021 as 
we hopefully come out of lockdown in June and continue to do our best for you with looking 
after our roads and streets in the town. We do listen so please feel free to get in touch with 
the Town Council on <clerk@gerrardscross.gov.uk> with any concerns 
  
  
  
  
 

mailto:clerk@gerrardscross.gov.uk

