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A Message From The Mayor, Cllr Andrew Wood
In our last edition of The Voice, we were looking forward
to the spring flowers and summer sunshine, and we haven’t
been let down, with the highest temperature ever recorded in
the country, turning our lovely green areas into baked earth.
Autumn is on its way and we look forward to the beautiful
colours and the changes the seasons bring.
You may have recently experienced waste collection problems
but we’re being assured by Buckinghamshire Council’s Waste
Team that they’re on top of this. Please feel free to contact
your Unitary Councillors or the Town Council should you have
any further issues. We’ve conveyed our disappointment to
Buckinghamshire Council and our opinion has been made
clear to the Waste Team.
On a more positive note, Highways UK have just finished
pothole repairs in the South and North of the town including
Howards Thicket, Dukes Wood Drive, Uplands and Oval Way
and we will begin considerations for the next phase of works
in early September. The Council have also commissioned
works to improve some of the pathways on the commons and
to improve the access steps to the Camp. This will hopefully
make life easier for visitors to both areas.
We still hope to see the arrival of the Journeyman Bar in
the former Marks & Spencers store on Packhorse Road,

and we are having further
discussions with landlords
regarding other empty
shops on Packhorse Road.
To be clear, the Town
Council have no influence
over landlords and their
prospective tenants in the
town, but we are doing our
best to encourage new businesses to Gerrards Cross.
Your Town Councillors are here to help and listen to our
residents, so feel free to contact us directly, using the Town
Council website www.gerrardscross.gov.uk
We were delighted with the Queens Platinum Jubilee event
held on 4th June on West Common and would like to thank
everyone for making it such a tremendous success. We hereby
announce our second Picnic In The Park to be held on 1st July
2023, so please reserve the date and tell your friends.
Finally, I’m delighted as Chairman of the Council to welcome
our new Town Clerk Jiya Jilani and Deputy Clerk Pravina Patel
who joined us recently and to confirm the good news that the
Council Offices will now be open 5 days a week from 9.30am2pm for public access.

Gerrards Cross Conservation Volunteers (GXCV)
Since the spring the Gerrards Cross Conservation Volunteers (GXCV) have been busy with their
monthly sessions to help take care of our Commons. The volunteers have been hard at work
preventing overgrowth from impeding access to the footpaths, clearing dangerous or obstructive
trees, maintaining access to the many benches, and clearing overgrowing plants.
Holly and bracken have gone through a growth spurt and begun to crowd out other plants around
them. This is especially problematic when they grow over and around young tree saplings that
need space and light to stay healthy. Carrying out this work by hand is much preferred to bringing
machines on to the Common and the volunteers do a phenomenal job keeping the worst of the
overgrowth at bay.
We could do a lot more with more help so if you would like to help your community and enjoy
meeting a friendly bunch of people, then please come and join us. We meet by the Town Council
hut beside Colston Court (opposite the children’s play area
on East Common Road) at 9:30am on the third Saturday
of each month. All equipment will be provided. Just pop
along and get stuck in.
If you would like to know more about what the GXCV
do, then please email the Town Council on clerk@
gerrardscross.gov.uk and we will be happy to tell you
more.

Highways Report
We continue to see potholes on our local roads and streets in
Gerrards Cross and this remains a constant problem for everyone.
Whilst we’d like to fix them all, there simply isn’t the budget
needed to do this. Buckinghamshire Council have confirmed that
their road maintenance budgets will not be cut this year or next,
and we shall continue to
work on your behalf on
getting as much done
on our A and B roads as
we can, but we would
still encourage everyone
to use “Fixmystreet” to
report road failures and
potholes as this helps
us in being heard at
Transport for Bucks.
The Town Council
Highways Committee
have recently completed
some pothole repairs
on Oval Way, Daleside,
Howards Thicket and
Dukes Wood Drive,

and they are now about to
commission further repairs
whilst the weather remains
favourable for such works.
This will include fixes
which are not deemed to
be at intervention level for
Transport for Bucks.
We have also recently
commissioned works on the
Oxford Road by the new
pond in order to alleviate
the pooling and flooding
which happens seasonally
at this point. The Highways
Committee have reached
agreement with Transport
for Bucks to complete
some resurfacing works on
Woodlands where there are
some untreated gaps due to
parked vehicles having been
left on the road during the
original works.

There will also be some additional repairs completed on other
failures on the road. The Town Council are in the process of
making safety improvements on both Mill Lane and Marsham
Lane. Providing walkways for pedestrians requires planning
permission from Buckinghamshire Council, and we shall provide
further updates in the next edition of The Voice.
You may have seen our 4 new bicycle racks which have been
placed in the Town for cyclists whilst they hopefully do their
shopping.
They
add
a
modern look to
parking a bicycle
on the high street
and are situated
outside Lomito,
GS Photos, Boots
and Strutt and
Parker and are
sitting alongside
the new waste
bins in our Town, which Buckinghamshire Council have replaced
following pressure from members of our Highways Committee.
We are the first town in the County to have had them changed.

Fly tipping continues
to be an issue,
but we’re working
with our Local
Area
Technician
to help get these
cleared as soon
as possible. We’re
also requesting that
pathways in and
around the town be cut back and kept clear. Please feel free to
report any concerns to us at the Town Council. We’d like to ask
all residents to be mindful of their responsibilities to keep their
hedges, shrubs and trees bordering pathways clear and to cut
them back to a level which enables pedestrians to pass without
impediment. Failure to do so will require the Town Council to
write to you asking for action to be taken. Your cooperation will
help keep Gerrards Cross a desirable place in which to live.
Finally, as days grow shorter and our streetlights become more
important, we’d ask that everyone check their streetlights and
report on “Fixmystreet” any failures and possible tree growth
blocking the lamp light. This will be of great help to GXTC in our
efforts to keep our roads and highways safe and well lit.

Commons Update
We can all see how much the two commons are enjoyed by local
residents and non-residents alike. Safety is a constant concern
and GXTC use independent contractors to check the various
items around the commons. We have a weekly inspection
of the playground for any obvious problems and a yearly one
where each item is measured, checked for wear and tear, and
confirmed to be within safety guidelines.
Our management of the ponds
aims to ensure the protection
of
plants,
invertebrates,
amphibians, and wildlife. A
recent study has shown that
we have an unusual number
of these. There are also some
invasive plants which we have
to cut back to give rarer plants such as Starfruit a chance to
survive. We have engaged a company to clear back unwanted
lilies, Norfolk reeds and Crassula.

There is a management plan
set out to ensure that the
woodlands will be safe for
the future and this includes
regular tree inspections.
This year the tree specialists
have found a number of trees that
need work and so you may see
some that are numbered. Some of
these need dead branches cutting
back as they may fall onto a path;
there are also some standing dead
trees which are normally left to
encourage insects for the wildlife
but, if they present a danger, they
will be taken down. Most fallen
trees will still be of use to the eco
system and are therefore left to

deteriorate naturally. Some diseased
trees will need to be cut down.
Several of these are by the A40 and
felling work will be carried out in
order to prevent potential accidents
on the road. If you need any off cuts
for firewood, please contact our clerk.
Every month a group of volunteers
meets to work on areas in the
Commons.
They remove holly,
ivy and other
unwanted growth
that affects the
stability of the
environment. This
involves the use
of a lot of hand

Fires in the Commons
It is disappointing to have to report that, over the summer, groups
of children have been starting fires on our Common. One fire was
lit on the expensive new surface under the zip wire. Not only has
this act of vandalism wasted your taxpayers’ money, but it has
meant that children are currently unable to enjoy this piece of
equipment until it is repaired.

children were seen starting a fire by the football pitch but ran
away when they saw a police car arriving. The Fire Brigade has
also had to be called out as a result of this thoughtless, illegal
and dangerous behaviour. This in turn means that, while they
are attending to illegal fires on our common, a life could be lost
elsewhere.

Such repairs will be carried out by GXTC from the public purse.
Litter bins have also been destroyed by fires. On another occasion,

After this long hot period with no rainfall, the whole commons
area could easily catch fire and be completely burnt down. This

happened 119 years ago and changed the commons into a rough
area of gorse until trees were planted. If this were to happen now,
it would take decades to regain our lovely shrubs and trees.
There would be no shady paths to walk along and we would lose
a very valuable community asset.
Please be vigilant and, if you see further mindless behaviour,
please call the police. If you have any information that could help
us, please contact the Town Clerk on 01753888018.

tools. We currently have a box in Tesco (for voting with plastic
counters) where you may like to show your support for this
voluntary work. Many thanks to these hard working people!
In this very dry time of the year we have to be extremely careful
of wildfires. 119 years ago the commons did go up in smoke and
the fire lasted for three days
and completely changed the
character from heathland to
woodland. If anybody is seen
lighting fires, please report this
as soon as possible.
Another problem is graffiti.
We employ a man two hours
a week to keep removing it.
As this is tax payers’ money
being spent, we would again
encourage people to report
any information to the police.

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebration Picnic In The Park 2022
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee weekend was celebrated
throughout the kingdom with the panache, style and enthusiasm
that befitted such an occasion and Gerrards Cross had numerous
street parties and barbeques.
The Mayor and his Councillors
and Associate Councillors
decided to celebrate this
occasion by bringing our
community together as one
– and thus the idea of Picnic
in the Park came into being.
In the space of ten weeks much hard work had produced amazing
results: sponsorship, quality stalls, a large stage, performance
artists, a sound system, VIPs to open the event, generators,
road closures, insurance, advertisements..... the list seemed
endless. At 8am on the day, Andrew Wood and his team of
Councillors along with Associate
Councillor Lisa Lindvall (who
deserves a special mention) were to
be found on the common, directing
vendors to their sites, erecting
gazebos and doing whatever was
necessary. It was cold and wet and

Jubilee Afternoon Tea at Buckingham
House Care Home
The Mayor was asked by Sue Stanco and her team to visit the
residents at Buckingham House Care Home in Gerrards Cross, to
join them in celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
After an enjoyable BBQ, a tree
was planted as part of The
‘Plant a Tree for The Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee‘.
It was a fun filled afternoon
and wonderful to see the
happy residents and caring staff
enjoying the very special day.

miserable. By mid-day, the
sun had appeared and things
were looking up. The Mayor
welcomed everybody.
Sir Stuart Hampson, our
Queen’s representative, and
Joy Morrissey, our Member of
Parliament, formally opened
the event. People began to
arrive and the party got going.
We had been expecting three
or four hundred attendees
but, as you will know if you
were there, we had literally
thousands of people. The
Chemistry Band were great and before long people were singing
and dancing. It was a joy to behold!

Listed below are our very kind and
generous sponsors, to whom we owe a
debt of gratitude.
Our sponsors:
Swish Fibre
Joy Brennan JP Films & Television
Services
The Bull Hotel Gerrards Cross
Nunn Haywood Chartered Accountants
BP Collins Solicitors
Belvedere Custom Homes
Lightning Recycling LTD

A unique Community
Platform for Chiltern and
South Bucks Residents
“I’d like everyone to take some time to
read the article below on the Chiltern &
South Bucks Policing Issues Forum, which
is your way to help shape and influence
police priorities in our local area. Please
also try to attend the next meeting on
the 27th September.” Councillor Andrew
Wood.
Chiltern & South Bucks Policing Issues
Forum (www.csb-forum.org) is now in
its fifth year of facilitating communication
between the community and our
Neighbourhood Policing teams.
Every four months, we hold surveys
of residents’ concerns, and meetings
between residents and local Police. ALL
residents are invited to participate.

The GXTC received many letter and emails of thanks and of
congratulations and these were very much appreciated. Thank
you! You will be pleased to know that we plan to have another
Picnic in the Park next year. Date for your diary: Saturday 1st
July 2023 GX Picnic in the Park – we look forward to
seeing you there!
The money raised by GXTC from Picnic
in the Park for the Queens Platinum
Jubilee went to Alexander Devine
Hospice for Children. They were
delighted and clearly value our support.
It really does help to change the lives of
children and families in need.Alexander
Devine Children’s Hospice Service is a
local charity that provides specialist care
and vital support to babies, children
and young people with life-limiting and
life-threatening conditions.
The hospice facilities offer opportunities
for children and their siblings to
experience fun, joy and adventures,
and they help families make precious
memories. These include a hydrotherapy
pool, sensory room, music room, games
room, outdoor playground, and sensory
garden, six children’s bedrooms and
two self-contained family flats. They
also have a dedicated bereavement
suite with its own garden.
The hospice currently supports over 150
children and their families, but they are
committed to growing their service and
reaching out to every child and family
that needs help.

Our model covers the Chiltern and South
Bucks Local Policing Area (LPA). It is
unique within the Thames Valley Police
(TVP) Force area, and highly valued by our
local Neighbourhood Police teams:
•

it helps focus local Policing resources,
which all agree are scarcer than ideal;

•

it facilitates valuable dialogue with
residents, whilst also fulfilling a
statutory obligation to consult;

•

it helps manage the logistical
challenge of a small team serving 7
Buckinghamshire Council Community
Boards within the LPA.

In addition to discussing latest policing
updates, the meetings sometimes
include guest speakers and subject
experts. Police and Crime Commissioner
Matthew Barber has attended a couple
of meetings. David Rounding, Lead
Enforcement Officer, Waste Management
and Enforcement, recently came along
to explain Buckinghamshire Council’s
response to the vexed issue of Fly Tipping.
At our latest meeting, in Gerrards Cross,
pony and trap racing on the A413 was
on the agenda. By attending, residents
become better informed about responses
to local crime and community concerns.
A panel of Community Board Chairs,
informed by the survey and meeting,
then sets Neighbourhood Policing focus
areas. These are passed immediately
to Police, and included within officers’
daily workflow and reporting schedules.
Comments made within the survey are
passed to the relevant area Sergeants. So

residents’ concerns ARE heard and acted
upon.
How can YOU help? Completing the
survey and/or attending the meeting is
vital: the more responses, the more robust
the decisions made.
For those interested in playing a more
active part, possibilities include social
media, attracting interest from younger
residents, web content, general support
and assistance, helping spread the word
in your locality etc. Our ambition is that
volunteers should share our sense of
contributing valuably and creatively for
the community, as part of a happy and
inclusive group. If you are interested,
please e-mail us (with no obligation!) at
contact@csb-forum.org.
Chiltern & South Bucks Policing
Issues Forum met at the Gerrards
Cross Memorial Centre on 12th
July 2022. The following three
focus areas were set for our
Neighbourhood Police:
Serious
Acquisitive Crime, Speeding, Anti
Social Behaviour. Visit www.csbforum.org/july22-survey/ for a
report.

The Forum’s next meeting will
be at 6.30pm on Tuesday, 27th
September, at The Council Chamber,
Chesham Town Hall. This will be a
‘blended’ meeting, with a Zoom
facility. The survey will be launched
on Thursday 1st September. It can
be accessed on www.csb-forum.
org/sept22-survey/

Flying The Flag

Press Release - Classic Cars

Christmas Extravaganza

You may have noticed the Buckinghamshire
county Flag Flying in Gerrards Cross. This
is in support of the 52 historic county flag
celebrations. The Buckinghamshire flag shows
a swan wearing a golden ducal coronet around
its neck and a trailing chain. This signifies that
in Anglo Saxon times Buckinghamshire was
renowned for breeding swans for the King. The
Ducal Coronet and chain represent the duke of
Buckingham.

The annual classic car
event organised by the
Rotary Club of Gerrards
Cross and Chalfont St Peter
took place at the Gerrards
Cross Memorial Centre on
Wednesday 10th August.
Over 120 classic cars were
showcased at this very
popular event. Visitors were impressed with the wide range of
cars at the show.

FRIDAY 18th NOVEMBER 2022 5.30pm - 8.30pm
The Switch On Of Stunning New Town Centre Festive
Illuminations, On - Street Funfair and Stalls, Late Night
Shopping and Much More!

Oak tree

Rotary Club of Gerrards Cross and Chalfont St Peter
www.gxrotary.co.uk email: infor@gxrotary.co.uk

As part of the Queens’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations, GXTC planted a young
oak tree on West Common. Danyal Noor, a young resident who has a passion
for all things horticultural, offered to help look after the tree for us. He has been
watering it and measuring its growth.
We should like to express our thanks also to Associate Councillor Jennifer
Woolveridge and to Cllr Brian Peck, both of whom have also been watering the
tree during the recent hot weather.

Finance and General Purposes
We want your council to operate at the highest standards
and for residents to have access to information. With the
change of the clerks at our Town Council, we are taking
the opportunity to review and update the way we conduct
and record our activities. The visible side of this will include
changes to our website. We want residents to be assured that
our processes are aimed at ensuring value for money for our
council’s operations.

Graffiti in our Community
Graffiti appears to be on the rise across Gerrards Cross. Please
do your part to help us stamp this out.
If you witness someone graffitiing our
community, please report it to the
Police.
If you come across graffiti anywhere
in Gerrards Cross please take a photo
and report it on FixMyStreet (https://
www.fixmystreet.com/). Please also
email a copy of the report to clerk@
gerrardscross.gov.uk so we can help
monitor the reported issue. Graffiti
removal is normally Buckinghamshire
Council’s responsibility, but if the graffiti
is offensive then Gerrards Cross Town
Council have in the past removed it.
FixMyStreet is both a web and mobile
app which can be used to report issues
with graffiti, fly tipping, overflowing bins, broken street lights,
pot holes, etc. Don’t worry if you don’t have access to this app
or know how to use it. Just email clerk@gerrardscross.
gov.uk or call 01753-888018 to report the graffiti.
Thank you for helping us in our efforts to keep our town
attractive.

Boundary Commission proposes to move
part of Gerrards Cross into Chalfont St
Peter
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England is
currently undertaking an electoral review of Buckinghamshire
Council Unitary wards. Their initial proposal, which was published
on August 2nd has suggested moving part of Gerrards Cross into
the Chalfont St Peter ward. As your Unitary Councillors we believe
that this idea would do significant damage to our community.
Splitting Gerrards Cross would not only make life more complex
and difficult for the residents directly affected but also make it
more difficult for us, as your representatives, to argue for the
improvement, funding and services that the whole of Gerrards
Cross needs. We are asking for your help to let the Boundary
Commission know how damaging this would be for our community.
These proposals are now under consultation, so there is a way
for residents to have their voices heard. You can go to www.
consultation.lgbce.org.uk/have-your-say/29857 and submit to the
consultation online, or write to the Commission at:
Local Government Boundary Commission for England,
1st Floor, Windsor House, 50 Victoria Street, London
SW1H 0TL
The Commission is particularly focussed on the community impact
of these proposed changes and so it is important that submissions
reflect the damage that will be done to our community by putting
people who very much feel a part of our wonderful town into
another electoral ward.
We will be arguing that the northern boundary of the ward
should follow the Parish boundary of Gerrards Cross, as this will
ensure community cohesion and help the efficient running of local
government. Please help if you can so that we can continue to fight
for the improvements our town needs for the whole community.
We want residents to be assured that our processes are aimed at
ensuring value for money for our council’s operations.

CHRISTMAS CALLING!
Although it’s only August, your Gerrards Cross Town Council
are busy organising a Christmas event to bring you, our local
community, together for an evening of fabulous festive fun!
This year is particularly special as the Town Centre will have
stunning new Christmas lights that will finally hang right across
Packhorse Road!
The evening will coincide with THE BBC CHILDREN IN
NEED night, so we’ll have our very own CHRISTMAS
BEAR ILLUMINATION on the
bridge, a great photo opportunity
for children of all ages and very
‘INSTRAGRAMMABLE‘.
Remember to put the date in your diary
and be full of Christmas cheer this year!

House Numbers and House Names
Gerrards Cross Town Council is asking residents using house names in addresses to
please consider additionally displaying your house number in a prominent position,
alongside your house name.
This will be very helpful in assisting emergency service vehicles, delivery drivers and
visitors trying to find your property or another address in your road.
It will also help the environment by reducing the number of vehicles needing to
slow down or stop whilst to find houses without house numbers, thereby reducing
congestion and toxic fumes. Your compliance with this request may not only help
you one day but might well help one of your neighbours when they need one of the
emergency services. Thank you.

Glis Glis or Edible Dormouse
This small mammal is very cute to look at with large round eyes. It is usually
coloured grey with a long bushy tail that makes it very appealing to look at.
I believe the Glis Glis was introduced first by the Romans as a treat at their feasts.
Subsequently they were not seen again until the Rothschilds re- introduced them
at Tring Park in North Buckinghamshire in the 1900s as part of their menagerie.
Inevitably they escaped and, with several families a year, they quickly spread
through Buckinghamshire from the north.
During the warmer months of the year they live out in woods and forests and only
try and enter buildings during colder, winter months. Should they choose your
house, you will first hear small noises, usually at night, scampering or strange
rushing about in the roof area. Once they breed and the family becomes larger, it
becomes obvious that someone must be called to fix the problem.
As with all rodents, their teeth grow continually and they therefore need so they
need to keep chewing on hard items in order to regulate growth. Unfortunately
this often includes electrical wiring in your loft. They manage to do a lot of
damage and make quite a mess up in the loft space.
Unfortunately, while they are in our Buckinghamshire woods, they are known to damage the bark of trees. This usually occurs at the
top, growing shoot, so they are not popular with foresters.
Like dormice, glis glis are a protected species and should therefore only be dealt with by a licensed operative.

Introducing Our New Town Clerk
Jiya H. Jilani is our new Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer. Raised & educated in
Pakistan, she worked as a Montessori teacher in Islamabad. In the UK she continued working
in the educational field as a Special Support Assistant for children with special needs at St.
Joseph School.
With her diverse cultural and professional interests, she later joined a leading estate agency
as a negotiator. This was prior to her becoming the Assistant Clerk at Datchet. The excellent
training and professional growth opportunities at Datchet gave her a good grounding in
public service. Jiya is dedicated to her work and imbued with a deep sense of commitment
and responsibility.
Asked about her new position, Jiya responded that she found her present job challenging,
exciting and a rich source of learning something new every day. The last 3 months have been a steep learning curve. She has
learned, for instance, about CCTV, ANPR, the stress testing of lamp posts, pond clearance, traffic surveys prior to applying
for planning permission to paint lines on roads, rhino posts, the fosse on the Camp and several items of vocabulary such as
LAT (Local Area Technicians).
A keen lover of plants, shrubs, flowers and trees, Jiya looks after two sons and two dogs on top of which she enjoys painting,
dancing, music and travel. A cheerful presence in the office, Jiya enjoys the support and friendship offered to her by the 12
Councillors. On her part, Jiya never forgets to acknowledge, with fondness and gratitude, the cooperation and assistance of
her colleague and Deputy Clerk, Pravina. Indeed, she looks upon her as a great asset.
We are delighted to welcome Jiya on board and look forward to many happy years working with her.

Introducing Our New Deputy Clerk
Pravina Patel has recently taken the post of Deputy Town Clerk, starting at Gerrards
Cross Town Council on 13th June 2022. She provides assistance to the Town Clerk with
her valuable experience gained over 30 years working in UK banks. After graduation
from University of Brighton Pravina has worked for UK financial institutions, and more
recently she was working for a Sovereign Wealth fund in the Middle East as Head of
Operations & Risk. Pravina has two children (twins!) and lives with her son and her 87
year old mother. When not working, Pravina enjoys cooking, reading, travelling and
watching movies.

Dates for your Diary
Event

Date

Dog Show and Family
Day

September 4th

GXCA Annual Jumble
Sale
Ukraine Benefit Evening
– music from Well Oiled
Curry and Jazz Night
Jack & The Beanstalk
Christmas Panto

Location

Time

Please check the website or call the GXCA
office for more information www.gxca.org.uk
01753 883759
Please check the website or call the GXCA
September 23rd & The Memorial Centre, East Common,
office for more information www.gxca.org.uk
24th
Gerrards Cross, SL9 7AD.
01753 883759
Gerrards Cross Town Council Queen’s Please check the website or call the GXCA
October 7th
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations. West office for more information www.gxca.org.uk
Common, Gerrards Cross.
01753 883759
Gerrards Cross Town Council Queen’s Please check the website or call the GXCA
October 14th
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations. West office for more information www.gxca.org.uk
Common, Gerrards Cross.
01753 883759
Gerrards Cross Town Council Queen’s Please check the website or call the GXCA
December 21st &
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations. West office for more information www.gxca.org.uk
22nd
Common, Gerrards Cross.
01753 883759
The Memorial Centre, East Common,
Gerrards Cross, SL9 7AD.
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