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A Message From The Mayor
We’ve all been through some hard times over the past two years as a result of Covid, and I would like to take this opportunity to
thank all the volunteers for their help and assistance. They gave our vulnerable residents in Gerrards Cross and the surrounding
area so much help during the pandemic, showing the strength of our community spirit.
The Town Council is working in conjunction with Buckinghamshire Council, our local Community Board and the WeAreGX local
organisation to try and help regenerate the town as we slowly come out of the pandemic. We are committed to looking after
Gerrards Cross, with the future installation of additional CCTV to make our town a safer place to live.
We do try to listen to you, our residents, and welcome your views and ideas on how you think we are doing.
Some of our precept monies will continue to be spent on trying to improve our roads and pathways as well as maintaining our
Commons and The Camp, and we remain committed to protecting our green belt in and around the town.
All that remains as we head towards winter is for me to wish you and your families and friends a very peaceful, happy and
healthy festive season.

Pupils take Walk to
School Week in their
stride
Pupils at The Gerrards Cross Church of
England School took part in Walk to
School Week (17 – 21 May 2021).
Walk to School Week takes place
during ‘Living Streets’ National
Walking Month each May, with this
year’s campaign focusing on the health
and environmental benefits of walking
to school.
Families were encouraged to walk,
cycle, scoot or ‘Park and Stride’ for the
whole week to see the big differences
that come from small steps, from
healthier and happier children to
fewer cars at the school gates and on
neighbouring streets.
Teachers and parents from the local school supported children on their morning journeys with reward stickers and a pop-up
healthy refreshments stall. The Drive was temporarily re-named Moreland Walk for the week.
The school’s Headteacher Mrs Flower said:
“Exercise at the start and the end of the school day is so beneficial to our children. Walking helps them arrive at school wide
awake and ready to learn and it’s also a great way to unwind after a day of learning. The safety benefits speak for themselves
- the fewer cars around school, the safer the area for our children. Walk to School Week is a great way of inspiring families to
reconsider and make permanent changes to their journey to school.”
The school’s parent-led Active Travel Group has encouraged families to take part this week and runs awareness campaigns and
activities all year round to reduce traffic and dangerous parking at the school entrance and on local roads.

Meet
CrossCouncillors
Town Council Councillors
Meet thethe
New New
GerrardsGerrards
Cross Town Council
Mayor Andrew Wood

Councillor Norman Barnett

I have lived in Gerrards Cross for over
16 years and feel privileged to live
here, having been made to feel very
welcome since I arrived. I chose to
stand as a Town Councillor to try and
give back to the community by giving
my commitment and time to making
things happen.

I have lived in Gerrards Cross for 25
years. I am proud of living in Gerrards
Cross and value its quality of life, green
spaces and ease of communication.
I wanted to give the community
the benefit of my knowledge and
experience gained in business.

As Chairman of the Council and
the Highways Committee, I do my
best, along with my committee colleagues, to fix some of the
town’s roads, using the limited precept monies we have. I also
represent Gerrards Cross as a Unitary Councillor, lobbying the
Buckinghamshire Council for better roads and highways and
for more investment in the town.
I enjoy every minute of what I do and will continue to give
100% effort to support the residents who have elected us as
their Town Councillors.
Deputy Mayor John O’Keeffe
I have lived in Gerrards Cross for 19
years. The reason I wanted to become
a Town Councillor was because I
was determined to make a positive
difference to Gerrards Cross and its
residents.
I particularly wanted to install a new
CCTV system in the Town Centre and
also to carry out a review of the ‘OnStreet’ Parking in the Town.
The good news is both these projects are currently underway
and will hopefully be completed in the not-too-distant future.
My advice to any potential Town Councillor is if it’s worth
doing, it’s worth doing well. However, it can take time.
Councillor Jaspal Chhokar
I have lived in Gerrards Cross for 21
years. I became a Councillor so that
I could give back to this community
which has been so welcoming to me
and my family.

our green spaces.

I have now been Chairman of the
Planning Committee for 8 years. I
want to ensure that the development
of our town and the health of the local
economy is balanced with protecting

As Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee
I aim to ensure that our limited budget is maximised and
delivers value for money for all of our residents.

I am particularly interested in
protecting our lovely Common and The
Camp and trying to reduce the loss
of the magnificent trees that abound throughout the Town as
well minimising the impact of development by sitting on the
Planning Committee.
Councillor Crispin Da Costa
I first moved to Gerrards Cross a little
over 5 years ago and I wanted to join
the Town Council to help with the
running and future direction of the
town I am proud to call home.
As Deputy Chairman of the Highways
Committee, I am looking forward
to working along with my fellow
Councillors.
I will be helping with the improvement of the local roads and
footways where we have the authority to do so and working
with the Unitary Council on improving and maintaining the
roads in our town under their supervision.
Councillor Sarah Davey
I have lived in Gerrards Cross for over
17 years and it’s been a wonderful
place to bring up my children.
I became a Councillor because I want
our town to continue its tradition of
combining a great local community of
friendly caring people with businesses
that look out for each other.
As Vice-Chair of the Commons
Committee I want to help ensure that our residents not only
have great open spaces to enjoy but are also getting best value
for their council tax money with regards to maintaining these
spaces.

Councillor
Bruce Holborn
I have lived in
Gerrards Cross
since 2019 but
have known the
Town well for a
number of years
more, having
been married in
St James Church
a few years prior. Normally I work in
London for a national charity, but since
March 2020 I have been working from
home and spending most of my time in
Gerrards Cross.
During that time, I become passionate
about the town, in particular for the
green spaces and local businesses on
which I came to depend.
These are cherished assets that enrich
our community, and I am determined to
contribute to their care.
Councillor
Celia StuartLee
I grew up
in Gerrards
Cross, moved
away and then
returned after
35 years in
2009.
After retiring
from teaching at St. Mary’s School, I
decided to become a Councillor in order
to try and help preserve all that is good
in Gerrards Cross and to do my bit for
the community.
Remembering Gerrards Cross as a small
and rural village, I am concerned about
the increasing urbanisation of the area
and therefore have a particular interest
in planning matters.

Councillor
Brian Peck
My wife and
I have lived
in Gerrards
Cross /Chalfont
St Peter for
42 years and
enjoyed every
minute. We
brought up 3
fine children and educated them all at
local schools.
Earlier this year I put my name forward
to be a Town Councillor for Gerrards
Cross and was successful in joining a
very good group of people who now
form the Town Council.
I joined the Council because I enjoy
living in Gerrards Cross and I want to
work for and help the town to maintain
its character and friendly atmosphere.
We are so lucky to have our large
Commons for all residents to enjoy,
whether it be for football, for our young
children or groups of adults exercising.
Councillor
Peter Roberts
I have lived in
Gerrards Cross
for 28 years
and have great
knowledge of
the area.
I first became
a Councillor in
1964 because
of my love of local politics. I enjoy being
a Councillor because I am able to give
back to my local community.
My areas of special interest are
transport, parking and the maintenance
of our roads.

Councillor
Michael
Bracken
I grew up in
Gerrards Cross
and returned to
our wonderful
town in 2018.
I became a
Councillor
because I want
to be involved in our community and
support residents.
My areas of special interest are our high
street and ensuring the Council focuses
on its core activities.
Councillor Tim
Greenfield
I have lived in
the area all my
life, moving
from Tatling
End to Gerrards
Cross 18 years
ago.
Having seen a
lot of change in
Gerrards Cross, I became a Councillor
to help preserve and improve our local
surroundings.
As Chairman of the Commons
Committee I aim to ensure that our
areas continue to be maintained to a
high standard. I use the Commons to
exercise my dogs which has helped me
understand what a great area we have
and it is a pleasure to be able to look
after this.

Highways Report
Hi and welcome to an update from the Highways Committee.
We’re pleased to begin with some good news where we’ve
seen repair activity on some of our roads in Gerrards Cross.
The re-surfacing finally is taking place on Packhorse Road from
The Ethorpe Hotel to the traffic lights at Tesco and on Station
Approach. The resurfacing from the same junction to Marsham
Way will be scheduled in the near future. The Town Council will
be sure to post it on our Town Council web site once confirmed.
We’ve also finally managed to
get the white lines painted at
the cross roads on Oxford Road
with Windsor Road and on
Packhorse Road. It is the Town
Council’s intention to pursue
Buckinghamshire Council to get
more white lines painted on
more junctions of our A, B and C
roads. It’s essential they’re visible
to keep our roads safe.

Work has been recently completed on the lower stretch of Marsham
Way down to Lower Road to improve what was a disgraceful road
surface, and we’ll continue to pressurise Transport for Bucks to
get many more of our potholes filled and our roads brought up
to the standard we expect for a town like Gerrards Cross. We’re
in the final stages of implementing safety improvements to Mill
Lane Bridge, a project to make this route safer for pedestrians
and children going to and from school. We hope to start these
works (subject to Transport for Bucks approval) within the next
few months.

the Director of Buckinghamshire Council and Transport for Bucks.
He outlines how they came to the decision to license the closure
of the road for up to 6 months. Your Town and Unitary Councilors
have been battling since the road closure to have the road reopened.
The Town Council is in negotiation with Transport For Bucks to
maintain our devolved responsibility for Highways, to enable us
to continue with own repairs in the town. We have now been
granted permission and we plan on fixing some of our tired
and worn pathways and pavements. With a limited budget to
spend, we’ll only be able to do some urgent repairs but we will
continue to lobby Buckinghamshire Council to have monies spent
on pathways.
We’ve been in touch with our Transport Cabinet member for
Highways at Buckinghamshire Council, to ask for Swish Fibre to
be brought to task for the mess many of our streets have been left
in as a result of their works in the town. Hopefully he will listen!
We have the new Gerrards Cross on-street parking review at final
stages with Transport for Bucks, which will lead to a consultation
with people living on the roads affected prior to implementation
around the early part of 2022. This has been done in conjunction
with the need to improve on-street parking in Gerrards Cross and
to improve the safety of some of our streets with double yellow
lines.
The Head of Highways from Buckinghamshire Council visited
Gerrards Cross to look at some of the problems with blocked
drains, flooding, and poor road surfaces on many of our roads.
We’re pleased to say that we have made some progress and
should see a program of gully clearing on specific roads including
Mill Lane where it’s been identified that grit from the resurfacing
of the Woodlands has blocked many of the drains and gullies.
Buckinghamshire Council have committed to clearing every drain
and gully in every town and parish in 2021 so watch this space!
The Council are making steady but slow headway with the
installation of CCTV in the town in the hope of deterring would be
criminals, but we hope to see progress soon through Packhorse
Road and Station Road.
Please remember that you can report on www.fixmystreet.com
faulty street lights, potholes, fly tipping, bad pavements, blocked
drains and damage to kerbs. Every fix my street report is analysed
and checked by Buckinghamshire Council. So please if you see
something report it. Please continue to report to the Town
Council where you see a major problem on highways and streets,
as it’s only through all of our efforts that we’ll make ongoing
improvements.
Finally can we ask that all residents cut back any hedges and
trees overhanging pavements at their properties to save our Town
Clerk having to write asking for the works to be done. As we
head into Autumn with shorter days and darker nights, it’s very
important that we cut back branches blocking street lights. Please
take the time to take a look, and check whether one of your trees
is affecting a street light.

We’ve all suffered with the road closure on East Common which
has been our biggest issue on highways to deal with this year, and
we have a statement on the Gerrards Cross Town Council website
and on the Council Noticeboard at the railway bridge provided by

Thank you for helping look after Gerrards Cross.

Defibrillator Locations in Gerrards Cross
Below are the locations of the defibrillators in Gerrards Cross. These are important pieces of life saving equipment. Sudden cardiac
arrest can result in death which is caused by abnormality of the heart’s electrical rhythm. Defibrillators can be used to give the heart
an electrical shock that stops the abnormality, allowing the heart to restart and normal blood circulation to resume. Timing is crucial
and the earlier the casualty receives defibrillator treatment the greater their chance of survival.
Tesco Superstore
Packhorse Road
Gerrards Cross
SL9 8ER
Located behind the customer
service desk

Council Training

On 28th September a group
of Councillors took part in
defibrillator training. This
provided valuable knowledge
on how to use these lifesaving
pieces of equipment.

Gerrards Cross
Community Association
The Memorial Centre
East Common
Gerrards Cross SL9 7AD
Located on the wall outside
Colston Hall

Saint James’s Church
Oxford Road
Gerrards Cross
SL9 7DJ
Located at the Saint James
Centre

Gerrards Cross Train
Station
Station Approach
Packhorse Road
Gerrards Cross
SL9 8PP
Located on platform 2

Gerrards Cross Neighbourhood Plan - Update!
The Government introduced Neighbourhood
Planning as a new way for communities to have
a say in the future of the places where they live
and work. It gives the power to produce a plan
with real legal weight that directs development
in local areas. It helps communities:

The key areas the Steering Group are working
on which are:

•

choose where new homes, shops and
offices should be built

•

have input on what those new buildings
should look like

•

grant planning permission for the new
buildings the community want to see go
ahead.

Work on the Gerrards Cross Neighbourhood
Plan commenced in February 2017 and its
Steering Group is made is up of dedicated local
volunteers.
After over 4 years work, which included a
number of vital community consultations,
the Plan is approaching its final stages. Once
completed, the Plan will undergo external,
independent assessment and, subject to
satisfactory outcome, then be presented to all
local residents and eligible businesses in the
form of a referendum for final sign-off. Once
the Plan is ‘made’, it achieves strong legal
powers.

•

Town Centre

•

Housing

•

Traffic and Transport

•

Environment (which includes protecting
our valuable greenbelt)

•

Leisure, Community & Health

If you would like to know more about how the
Neighbourhood Plan is progressing, please
contact the Steering Group or look at the ‘The
Process & Our Timeline’ section on its website
which clearly shows the work the Steering
Group has completed to date.
https://gxplan.co.uk

Buckinghamshire Council Planning Committees
Most planning applications are
determined by Buckinghamshire Council’s
planning officers. However, a small
number do go before their planning
committees. These are ones that usually
require an extra level of scrutiny from the
Buckinghamshire Councillors.
The Council has five regional planning
committees with our area being
covered by the South Buckinghamshire
Committee. The rules have recently
changed for planning applications to be
sent to the Committee for determination.

Previously, if there were more than
ten objections, the application would
automatically go before the Committee.
However, this has now been removed
and instead an application will go before
Committee if it is called in by one of the
local Buckinghamshire Councillors or a
request is made by the Town Council
and the Service Director and Planning
Chairman believe the application would
benefit from scrutiny.
If all three local Buckinghamshire
Councillors request a plan to be brought

before Committee, this will happen
automatically.
The Town Council has on occasion
made such requests and the Planning
Committee Chairman has spoken at
Buckinghamshire Council Planning
Committee meetings on behalf of our
Town Council to express our views on
important applications. We have been
advised that such requests must be made
sparingly and appropriately where there is
a genuine interest in having extra scrutiny
applied.

Comments on Planning Applications
We continue to encourage residents
to send in their views on planning
applications to us so that we can take
these into account when we consider our
comments on applications. Please email
these to clerk@gerrardscross.gov.uk.

At a recent training course, our councillors
were advised that the comments from
residents that can currently be viewed on
the Buckinghamshire Council’s website
alongside the planning documents may
no longer be shown due to General Data

Protection Regulation (GDPR) issues. This
makes it more important to forward any
comments you may have on applications
to the Town Council as well as to
Buckinghamshire Council so that we are
aware of them.

historic buildings, archaeological sites,
parks and gardens and public works of
art. Such a listing can be important as it
is a material consideration when deciding
planning applications affecting that
property. Any changes would need to be
appropriate and respect the character of
the property.

As a Town Council, we have started work
on preparing a list of certain buildings
and sites locally that we feel are worthy
of being part of the list to submit to
Buckinghamshire Council. If you have
any of your own suggestions, please
let us know by emailing us at clerk@
gerrardscross.gov.uk.

Local Heritage List project
Buckinghamshire Council has announced
that it will be developing a Local Heritage
List for the county.
These are assets that may not be
protected by being listed or scheduled
monuments but are important locally
for various reasons. The list will include

Gerrards Cross Conservation Volunteers
The Common is alive with more people enjoying its open spaces and shaded paths, and the Gerrards Cross Conservation Volunteers
are part of it too. We meet on the third Saturday of each month at 9:30 by the shed on East Common to do our bit for the Common.
We share its amenity so give a little of our time to work together as a group doing some light woodland management keeping the
paths clear.
The Common is alive with all sorts of wildlife too. Recently we saw a toad, notable for being unusual, and two mice, which are fairly
unusual. Less so the squirrels, and the birds carefully selecting nesting material. There are the many insects, the slugs and snails and
occasional snake, and all the various plant life. The trees
we know, and the lawns, but there are other grasses too,
a number of species of flowering plants, fruiting trees and
of course the moss and lichen, which comes in all sorts of
colours and textures. Beneath us the fallen leaves break
down into the rich soil that has a mid-brown colour and a
friable texture. As the sun filters through the tree canopy
while we keep the paths clear it’s possible to feel part of
the rich system of life all around and marvel at its variety.
As we get new members of the group, we look forward
to sharing similar experiences of the Common with them
and hope that they too will enjoy the extra richness of
appreciation for our Commons. Those that come for a fitness
class or a run can also find some exercise participating in
the work of the Gerrards Cross Conservation Volunteers for
a few hours on a Saturday morning once a month.

Commons Update
The Commons continue to be heavily used as we come out of
lockdown with exercise classes and football matches taking place
as well as our residents enjoying the space. In June a broken bench
by Latchmoor pond was discovered and repaired. July saw the
Commons host a Shakespeare Production as well as the return of
the Fun Fair in both July and September for all to enjoy. The flooded
A40 underpass was cleared to ensure the safety of residents while
crossing the busy road. The information signs and posts around
the Commons are being repainted to look new and bright and “No
BBQ” signs have been installed to remind people not to have fires
at the Common which is against the Byelaws and a serious safety
risk. The flag pole at the bus turning circle on West Common has
been serviced and safety checks completed so that we can proudly
display our flag. The Councillors regularly walk and check the
Commons but your help is always appreciated, so please report
any Commons related issues to clerk@gerrardscross.gov.uk.
Playground – Thank you
to everyone who took part
in what was a useful East
Common Playground survey.
The general consensus was
to refresh the existing play
equipment i.e. to paint
and repair play equipment
rather than considering any
new equipment. Therefore
the cable mechanism on
the zip wire frame has been
replaced with a new safety
surface. Initial inspection of
the roundabout indicated a
problem with the bearings
which were replaced and the roundabout was back in use, but
sadly it broke down again and further inspection showed a crack
in the bearing casing. A new roundabout has been installed.
The playground equipment is for children aged 12 and under.
Please help us to enforce this in order to prolong the life of the
equipment.
Outdoor Gym – This continues to be popular with all ages, great
equipment in good condition. Please make use of it and enjoy.

in September. The new wildflower bed is looking lovely and
flourishing so a big thank you to the Community Board for their
grant which made this possible.
Public Footpaths are regularly checked but your help is always
appreciated, so please report any footpath problems to clerk@
gerrardscross.gov.uk.
Conservation Volunteers - This is a friendly group of local
people who meet to look after our Commons by keeping our paths
clear, clearing holly and ivy, clearing overgrown undergrowth/
scrub/brush, disposing of litter and reopening glades. If you
would like to help and meet a friendly bunch of people, then
please do volunteer. The Conservation Volunteers meet by the
Town Council hut beside Colston Court, opposite the children’s
play area on East Common Road, at 9:30am on the 3rd Saturday
of each month. Bring a pair of gardening gloves. All other
equipment will be provided.
Litter Pickers – Local volunteers, the local Rotary Clubs,
WeAreGX and students completing the Duke of Edinburgh Award
do such a great job in keeping our Commons looking lovely. A
special big “Thank You” to all who tirelessly give up their time
freely throughout the year so that our Commons are clear of litter
and safe and clean for everyone (including the wildlife) to enjoy.

Project Updates from April 2021 Newsletter

Ponds – Annual maintenance will be done when the water levels
are lower. The ponds continue to be a haven for wildlife.
The Camp – A new information board has been created and
will be installed soon by the Chiltern Society as part of the
Past-Hillforts in the Chilterns Landscape. As part of the annual
maintenance of the Camp, the grass was cut and taken away

•

Wildflower planting in a few visible locations – Completed
and planted in 4 locations: The Camp; West Common junction
with A40 and Packhorse Road; East Common near junction
with A40; A40 near to junction of Fulmer Road. This was
made possible by the kind and generous grant received from
the Community Board, so thank you. The Camp wildflowers
are flourishing nicely whereas the other locations will need
reviewing as some flowers have been eaten by muntjacs!

•

East Common Playground facilities survey – Completed

•

Zip wire has been replaced

•

A new roundabout has been installed

Our Community Board
Community Boards were established as
an initiative of Buckinghamshire Council to
promote localism following the formation
of the Council as a Unitary Structure, which
combine the former Buckinghamshire
County Council and the District Councils
(in our case South Bucks).

established for Denham, Gerrards
Cross and The Chalfonts, with all of
your Gerrards Cross Unitary Authority
Councillors being Board members, and a
number of Town Councillors participating
in meetings and action groups.

The aim of a Community Board is to:

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

influence how decisions are made
and how services are delivered
represent the voice of local people
capture thoughts, ideas and
suggestions
bring together key community
partners and residents
identify local needs and work to
produce creative solutions

Gerrards Cross participates in the board

Key priorities agreed for our board:
Improving the Environment
Economic Regeneration
Highways & Infrastructure
Wellbeing & Safety

Our action groups promote and assess
initiatives in each of these areas.
Currently your Gerrards Cross Town
Councillors are identifying a range of
projects which we may progress in order
to improve our wonderful town. The aim
is to see what funding may be available

from the Community Board, as well as
other sources, to support improvements
to our town for the benefit of residents.
We encourage all residents to contact
their councillors with any ideas that you
may have. You can also apply directly to
the board with a proposal for a project
that requires further support.
More information can be found on the
Buckinghamshire Council website and
the specific Community Board page
for Denham, Gerrards Cross and the
Chalfonts, as well as the facebook
page. You can review materials from
recent meetings and see the dates of
forthcoming meetings – please feel free
to contact the co-ordinator if you wish
to join any of the meetings: they are all
open to the public.

Hidden in a Hedge...
Nigel Halliday has lived in Gerrards Cross since 1958. A chartered surveyor, he has an interest in the
history of Gerrards Cross and is a staunch supporter of preserving the character of Gerrards Cross based
on the original Edwardian vision of tree and hedge-lined roads with elegant houses on decent plots.
Nigel was cutting the hedge at the entrance to a footpath in Orchehill Avenue and decided that this
old cast aluminium sign from the late fifties should be restored. The stripey pole indicates that it is pre1960’s. Nigel discovered online the exact dimensions of the black and white bands on the pole and has
restored it to exactly how it would have looked originally. He removed the aluminium corrosion, used
special undercoat paint and then repainted the lettering. We believe that this is the only such sign left in
Gerrards Cross. If you know otherwise, do let us know. Meanwhile, hearty thanks!

Dates for your Diary
Event
Fireworks Night
Antiques Fair
Remembrance Sunday
Memorial Service
Christmas light
switch on
GX Conservation
Volunteers

Date

Location

Time

Sat 6th
November

Gerrards Cross Community Association, The Memorial
5.30pm
Centre, East Common, Gerrards Cross, SL9 7AD.

Sun 7th
November
Sun 14th
November
Fri 19th
November
Sat 20th
November
Sat 11th
December

Gerrards Cross Community Association, The Memorial
Centre, East Common, Gerrards Cross, SL9 7AD.
The War Memorial, The Memorial Centre, East
Common, Gerrards Cross, SL9 7AD.
Carol singing by the Christmas Tree Open Evening of
the High Street.
Meet at the GXTC wooden shed on East Common,
opposite the playground (next to Colston Court).
Gerrards Cross Community Association, The Memorial
Centre, East Common, Gerrards Cross, SL9 7AD.

9am to 3pm

10.40am
service
From 5.30pm
till late
9:30am –
12:30pm
10.00am –
Book Fair
4.00pm
Child-friendly
Saint James Church
Sun 19th
Gerrards Cross West Common by the Christmas Tree. 4pm, Adult
Community Carol singing December
7pm
2 shows a day:
Wed 22nd Dec, Gerrards Cross Community Association, The Memorial
Pantomime Rapunzel
11.00am and
Thurs 23rd Dec Centre, East Common, Gerrards Cross, SL9 7AD.
5.00pm

Price
Adults £7, Children
(under 14 years) £5,
(under 3 years) Free,
Family ticket (2+2) £20.
£1
Free
Free
Free
£1
Free
Adults £15
Children £10
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