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LITTER is Everyone’s Problem
The Town Council wish to give a big thank you to all the many people and groups who have spent time and 
energy picking up litter in Gerrards Cross.

One such volunteer is William, who used the Volunteering section of his Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
Award to litter-pick in Gerrards Cross. In his plan to get involved with community action and raise 
awareness, William stated his goal: “To stop Gerrards Cross being negatively impacted by litter and 
prevent wildlife being hurt.” Over the course of three months he did weekly litter picks reporting 
each time to the Town Clerk, Sue Moffat, who was delighted to submit a glowing report of William’s 
efforts for his DofE assessment.

Many residents appreciate our two 
Commons and there was an increase in the 

use of both of them during the summer when residents were forced 
to spend more time on their own or with a small bubble of people. As 
lockdown eased, Gerrards Cross, together with communities all over 
the UK faced an unprecedented increase in litter being discarded in 
public spaces. The thoughtless ‘disposal’ of PPE has further increased 
littering on our streets. The Commons were often left in a particularly 
poor state after groups of people, having brought bags of food and drink onto the commons, failed to take any of their debris 
home, leaving it all for someone else to clear up.

Please always clear up after your event. If the bins are full, take your litter home to dispose of. THANK YOU 
for your help and co-operation.

Outdoor Gym - East Common
Gerrards Cross Town Council has installed new fitness equipment 
on East Common located parallel to the main path opposite the zip 
wire. This location is perfect for breaking your walk through the 
Commons to help with an all-out exercise routine making getting fit 
easier and more accessible and encouraging good long-term heart 
health and cholesterol levels.

This range of equipment is sturdy and, if used regularly, provides 
effective aerobic exercise, boosts stamina and improves core 
strength. It’s free, great fun and easily accessible for residents and 
visitors of all ages with a height greater than 1400mm and a maximum user weight 100kg. All the equipment has clear 
‘Suggested Usage’ and full instructions for beginners, intermediate and advanced users. Equipment available: Double Slalom 
Skier, Combination Power Push & Pull Down Challenger, Waist Twister, Double Squat Push, Bicycle.

Studies show that exercise itself produces endorphins, another feel-good hormone that boosts your mood and reduces pain. It 
challenges your body but an outdoor workout can also have monumental benefits for both mind and body. There is evidence 
that regular exercise can help ward off seasonal affective disorder (SAD), depression and anxiety because sunshine naturally 
increases serotonin, a hormone that affects your mood. Most of all - enjoy it!

Please remember to Be Alert: Stay Safe, Protect Yourself, Others & Bucks

For latest guidance: https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus/stay-safe-protect-bucks/

For other Outdoor Gyms and Covid status, please check: www.bucksfamilyinfo.org and search ‘Outdoor Gym’



Highways Update
2020 has proven a very tough year for everyone and no doubt 
we still have some more twists and turns to come as a result of 
the Covid outbreak. 

Gerrards Cross Town Council Highways Committee have 
continued to meet throughout the Covid Outbreak on Zoom and 
latterly in person (socially distancing, of course).  Our agendas 
have included the implementation of our Covid safety measures 
in the Town which had to be introduced on re-opening from 
lock down. 

We’ve also continued working with our contractors filling in as 
many potholes as budgets allow, and doing a limited amount of 
pathway repairs.  We’re also pleased to confirm that as a result 
of our high-quality workmanship, Buckinghamshire Council 
have approved our ongoing pothole repairs within the town for 
another year. We’ll be reviewing our streets over the next weeks 
to plan another programme of fixes on minor roads which are 
unlikely to be repaired by Bucks Council. Please, report ALL 
potholes, on minor and A-roads to the Highways Authority via 
Fix My Street.

As we enter the Autumn/Winter we recognise we’re going to 
have blocked drains as a result of leaves from the trees which 
cause puddles. Please drive carefully and be mindful of splashing 
pedestrians walking on our pathways and pavements. We’d 
encourage residents to use Fix My Street to report potholes and 
blocked drains as well as other issues - www.fixmystreet.com

The Town Council Highways Committee in conjunction with 
our Parking Strategy Group are currently in negotiation with 
Buckinghamshire Council on a new ‘On-Street Parking Plan’ for 
Gerrards Cross, and some residents will have had been invited 
already to take part in an informal consultation where they 
would be affected. The next step will be a final Consultation 
being sent out to residents affected to enable us to make a final 
decision. 

On a concerning note, we’ve been notified of pedestrians 
choosing to use our roads as walkways rather than using the 
public footways. We’d like to remind everyone we must use the 
pathways and pavements as walking in the road is dangerous 
for both drivers and pedestrians.

As the days get shorter we become more reliant on our street 
lights. The Town Council maintains rural footway lighting on 
the side roads and any problems should be reported to clerk@
gerrardscross.gov.uk. On the main roads the street lights belong 
to Buckinghamshire Council and defects can be reported on 
www.fixmystreet.com.  

We’d also ask you to make sure you cut back any plants, bushes 
or vegetation on your properties that may be blocking a street 
light nearby to help the lights do their job and to ensure that 
pedestrians can use the public footways.

CCTV for Gerrard Cross
In response to a growing concern from the Community in regards to the increase in anti-social behaviour 
and crime in the area, Gerrards Cross Town Council are pleased to say, we are well under way with the 
implementation of a new CCTV system which will eventually cover the centre of Gerrards Cross along the 
length of Packhorse Road from Wildwood to the Ethorpe Hotel and down Station Road. 

We’re currently going through the final stages with regards to obtaining authorisation from Buckinghamshire 
Council. Once we have received this, we hope to start the installation process and get it completed ASAP.

Gerrards Cross Neighbourhood Plan - Call for sites
Under the provisions of the Localism Act 2011, a Neighbourhood Plan is a mechanism for helping 
communities, including local residents and businesses, to influence the planning of the area in which 
they live and work. It will be used to: 

• Develop a shared vision for the neighbourhood. 

• Propose where new homes, shops, offices and other 
development should be built. 

• Identify and protect important 
local green spaces. 

• Influence what new buildings should look like. 

A steering group comprising local people has been working on the Gerrards Cross Neighbourhood Plan for almost four years and 
this has included a number of consultations with local people. The Plan will, in due course, emerge into a final version which will 
then be presented to residents and businesses in Gerrards Cross, in the form of a referendum.

continued on page 3



WeAreGX 
WeAreGX, the community group that came together just over a year ago, is gaining significant 
momentum, and has a number of recent and planned activities. Whilst the postponement of the March 
Spring Clean and our VE Day celebrations (due to Covid-19) was disappointing, the group saw this as an 
opportunity to bounce back even stronger, resulting in the creation and development of four initiatives 
that support the interests of Gerrards Cross residents, groups, businesses, and the community as a whole.

High Street Safety and Security

As lockdown was ending, WeAreGX 
organised a meeting between local 
shopkeepers, our local community Police 
Sergeant, members of British Transport 
Police and our local MP Joy Morrissey just 
as high streets were being encouraged to 
re-open. A number of concerns around 
high street safety and security were 
addressed at this meeting and we are 
pleased to see that GX high street is 
functioning well again. 

Great British September Clean

From Friday 11th - Friday 18th September, 
WeAreGX supported the national Great 
British September Clean. About 59 local 
people took part, with pickers supplied 
by GXTC, bags and Biffa collection by 
Bucks Council, and local shopkeepers 
providing pick-up points for groups such 
as local Rotary clubs and individuals that 
took part. We even got our local MP 
Joy Morrissey out on one of the days. 

We don’t have to stop here though. 
If you want to arrange your own litter 
pick with family and friends at any time 
(but no more than 6 people per group 
under current guidelines please) then 
litter pickers are available from JJ Toys on 
Packhorse Road. 

GX Digital Hub 

Have your computers, tablets and 
smartphones ready. WeAreGX is bringing 
Gerrards Cross well and truly into the 
digital age with a digital hub that helps 
to make all our local businesses, charities, 
community groups more digitally 
accessible to residents and one another. 

We will use content from websites and 
social media to support the traditional 
print media used by our various 
organisations in the past. By registering, 
you will be kept up to date with what is 
going on in the community, be it via our 
soon to launch WeAreGX.org website 
and our social media feeds; together 

helping ensure you 
don’t miss a thing. 

Shop Local - GX Shopping Festival - 20th 
November to 24th December 2020

One of the first outputs from The GX 
Digital Hub is the consolidation of all high 
street shops into one on-line location so 
you can easily find what you are looking 
for. 

Furthermore, from 20th November shops 
will be offering incentives to shop local. 

There will be different offers on different 
days and overtime more and more of 
the businesses will be offering on-line 
shopping with local delivery. 

So whether you want to wander through 
the high street, or browse from the 
comfort of your living room - the Digital 
Hub will give you the ability to do so 
whilst supporting your local shops at the 
same time. 

We are also supporting the good seasonal work done traditionally by the local Rotary Clubs. The annual Christmas Festival won’t 
be possible this year due to Covid-19, but there are plans in place and all will be available and updated via the GX Digital Hub. And, 
of course, GXTC will be putting up the Christmas lights again this year.

To get updates on our Digital Hub and become informed of what is going on, register using your email address 
at www.WeAreGX.org  

Why are we calling for sites?
Development is inevitable given the government’s stated objectives for building homes, but it is vital that where such development 
takes place that our community is able to have a say on where development happens and the form it takes. Our Neighbourhood 
Plan will enable this local ‘voice’ to be heard and have real influence backed by the law. The alternative to there not being any local 
voice will be no influence and the possibility of development where others have control.

As part of its work in assessing future development needs, the Steering Group is calling upon landowners, and agents of land within 
the parish, for expressions of interest in applying for future development permission. 

This is an informal opportunity for landowners and developers to propose sites, within the parish which may be appropriate for 
development. This exercise will not in itself decide whether a site would be allocated for development by the Neighbourhood Plan 
nor will it commit the proposer(s) to applying for planning consent, but it will enable the Steering Group to understand better how 
the needs and wishes of the community can be met by the available land. 

The site suggestions received by us will be used to guide and inform the preparation of the Allocations of Land and Site Development 
section of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

If you would like a site/s to be considered for development by the Neighbourhood Plan, we would be pleased to hear from you. The 
sites need not be in your ownership if you have a responsibility for managing them and they can be proposals for a wide range of 
development uses. 

Please email:  liz@plan-et.community OR via the Neighbourhood Plan website on http://gxplan.co.uk

Please reply no later than 30th November 2020 - submissions after this date will not be included

Thank you!  
Members of the Gerrards Cross Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group



Denham, Gerrards Cross and Chalfonts Community Board
Denham, Gerrards Cross and Chalfonts Community Board is an 
initiative of Buckinghamshire Council and there are 15 others 
covering other areas of Buckinghamshire. The Board’s Chairman 
is Councillor Santokh S Chhokar, one of the Buckinghamshire 
Councillors for Gerrards Cross.

Community Boards have been created to bring Buckinghamshire 
Council and local communities together, giving people the 
opportunity to speak up and get actively involved in improving 
their local area. Our Board played (and will continue to play) a 
key role in helping Denham, Gerrards Cross and the Chalfonts 
area to deal with and recover from the impacts of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

The aims of our Board are to:
• Influence how decisions are made and how services are 

delivered
• Represent the voice of local people
• Capture thoughts, ideas and suggestions
• Bring together key community partners and residents
• Identify local needs and work to produce creative solutions

Behind the scenes, our Board Coordinator (Ani Sultan) is 
working hard in the local communities, making connections and 
encouraging residents, groups and organisations to contribute to 
conversations about their local area, including understanding the 
impact that Covid-19 has had.

There are many ways local people, groups and organisations can 
get involved in their board, taking part in exploring their area’s 
issues, through action groups and projects, or just by sharing 
views.

Applications can be made by community groups and 
organisations to our Board for financial support for local projects 
at www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-boards.

Our Board is a forum for everyone interested in helping to improve 
and enhance our local area to get involved. Our vision is that 
our Board will very much be community-led partnerships that are 
action focused to make a real difference. 

Our communities really came together to help each other during 
the Covid lockdown and we hope that this forum will build on this 
sense of community, and take the opportunity to use funding to 
tackle local issues as a key part of our Covid-19 recovery.  

Our Community Board meets formally five times a year and we 
have formed five smaller action-groups which focus on specific 
issues and themes. Please do get involved. 

In the first instance you can contact: 
Santokh Chhokar:  Santokh.Chhokar@Buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
Ani Sultan:  Aniqah.Sultan@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

Town Council Update
Since our last Newsletter in May, your Town Council has continued 
to be active through the pandemic. We have continued with our 
Council meetings, initially virtual meetings, but subsequently 
direct meetings in a covid-safe manner in our Community Centre. 

With the re-opening of facilities in the town centre, this has 
placed an increased stress on our facilities. In particular, the 
Commons that we have continued to maintain to a high standard 
and have proved an enormous benefit to our residents. Also to 
our town centre, ensuring that residents can access our shops and 
businesses whilst observing the 2 meter rule. This has included 
a special emphasis on pedestrian safety in keeping pavements 
clear and including a 20mph speed limit on Packhorse Road in 
the town centre. We have opposed the Bucks County “Quietway” 
scheme that involved closing roads to traffic in Gerrards Cross, 
including Lower Road. We felt that this scheme was ill-considered 
and only served to create traffic congestion and increased journey 
time. This has now been withdrawn.

We are actively participating in the new Community Boards that 
been formed to provide a formal interface to promote localism 

with Buckinghamshire Council. Your Councillors have joined the 
various sub-committees of the boards to represent your views at 
the County level. 

Many of our residents have benefited from the Gerrards Cross 
Covid-19 Support Group that has provided a lifeline to residents 
who are self-isolating and house bound. Our thanks to them and 
all their enthusiastic volunteers for their continued and pro-active 
support to our residents. 

We would like to thank Councillor Normal Holmes for all his 
sterling work on the Council over the last 7 years, as Chairman 
of the Highways Committee and Vice Chairman of the Council. 
Whilst Normal is no longer a serving councillor, he is continuing 
his leading role on our Neighbourhood Plan. The vacancy has 
now been filled by Councillor Norman Barnett, bringing us to our 
full contingent of 12 councillors. 

Finally our thanks for all the hard work of our Town Clerk, Sue 
Moffat and our Asst. Clerk, Clair McCoy, for the additional effort 
they have put in during these difficult times.
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Introducing your new Councillor
GXTC has welcomed Norman Barnett, who joined us in September. Norman has lived in Gerrards Cross for 24 years and enjoys all 
the facilities and environment it offers. Norman says: “I want to give back to the town the benefit of my local knowledge, business 
experience and time to help protect, maintain and improve all the benefits of living here”.


