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Gerrards Cross Town Council makes Progress on Potholes
The state of our roads in Gerrards Cross is a primary concern of our residents. 
Although Bucks County Council (BCC) is the Highways Authority, as a 
member of the Town & Parish Council Working Group, we have campaigned 
since 2017 to take on repairing potholes under the BCC Devolved Services 
programme. 

This has resulted in our participating in BCC’s pilot scheme for the repair 
of some of the non-critical pothole repairs in Gerrards Cross. In June 2018, 
we signed our agreement with BCC to go ahead with this, with a grant of 
£16,800 from BCC for one year’s work until June 2019. We selected our 
contractor, Highways UK, to undertake this on our behalf. After selecting a 
number of roads in Gerrards Cross for repair, we added £12,000 to the grant 
to go ahead with these in two phases. 

Phase 1 of our pothole works in GX was completed by Highways UK in 
February ’19. We started with Station Road where we filled more than eight 
holes and repaired three stretches of road. This was followed by Oak End 
Way, and we then moved on to complete pot hole repairs at Howards Thicket 
as well as  resurfacing the cul-de-sac on Howards Wood Drive and doing 
phase one of multiple repairs on Dukes Wood Drive.

Phase 2 included repairs to Daleside, Fulmer Drive and South Park Drive by 
St Mary’s School, where major improvements were made to the road surface 
with all safety warnings on the road repainted.  We also completed phase 
two of the repairs to Dukes Wood Drive.

We believe we’ve made a marked improvement to some of the roads in 
Gerrards Cross, and our ambition is to continue to work in conjunction with BCC to prepare Phase 3 of our devolved pothole 
project. We are now in discussion with BCC and the new Unitary Council to continue with this project for a second year.  

We do recognise we still have much to do to 
bring the roads up to a standard we’d all be 
happy with, but the Town Council is doing its 
best to spend your money wisely and make 
the improvements where we believe most 
people will benefit most.

As a point of reference anyone who identifies 
a pothole worthy of a repair can report it to 
‘Fix My Street’  (fixmystreet.buckscc.
gov.uk) on the BCC website or if it’s 
VERY urgent call 01296 382416. The 
online tool on the BCC web site will 
take you through how to report the 
pothole.

Sue Moffat (Town Clerk), Mayor 
Chris Brown, Cllr Andrew Wood 

with Highways UK



It started with VOICE...
Geoffrey Boswell spotted a ‘call to arms’ in the October 2015 
issue of VOICE to train in the raising of awareness and protection 
of the community from scams. 

For the past five years Geoffrey, a volunteer, has worked as a 
Scam Marshall and Community Champion in the Gerrards Cross 
area. His tireless dedication has been rewarded with a Chartered 
Trading Standards Institute Brian Smith Hero Award.

Geoffrey, a carer for a relative who had been caught in a scam, 
uses his personal experience to help vulnerable and socially 
isolated people to recover from their ordeals. He is seen as the 
‘eyes and ears’ of his community, running Friends Against Scams 
sessions as a SCAMchampion and assisting Trading Standards 
with test purchasing and food allergen work.

Geoffrey said: “It’s absolutely vital that we volunteers are 
backed up by professional Trading Standards officer, and that 
works very well in Buckinghamshire. I’m greatly honoured to be 
given this award.”

Honouring another GX Hero
A seat has been placed in the centre of GX, 
on the Packhorse Road railway bridge, in 
remembrance of Dr. Jane Chambers.

 Grateful thanks goes to all those businesses, 
shopkeepers and Rotary Clubs of GX and 
CSP along with many individual members 
of the public whose donations have made 
this possible, plus a donation of £725 to 
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital where Dr. 
Chambers trained.

Left: Appeal from Voice 
2015

Below: County Council 
Chairman Brian Roberts 
presented Geoffrey with his 
award

Time to check your hedges
Now that the leaves are falling, the coming winter months are an ideal time to tidy 
the hedge. The town has a large number of beautiful hedges taking many forms; 
organic shapes, mixed colour conifers, native hedging and a collection of varying plants 
giving an interesting mixture of leaves and textures. All of these hedges add to our 
environment but it’s really important that they do not encroach on to the pavement or 
road. This is particularly important for people with mobility issues who might otherwise 
be forced to move onto the road.  Whilst it’s common sense to keep a hedge off the 
street, it does require a check on all boundaries to ensure that there is no obstruction. 

The Town Council office receives many requests each year for hedges to be cut back. 
The Town Clerk has found that homeowners often don’t realise that a hedge has got 
just a little too large and they take action immediately when asked.  However, just 
occasionally the Council 
has to remind one or two 
homeowners of their legal 
obligations. 

Please help your community 
by taking the time to walk 
around your property to 
check if you have hedges, 
trees or shrubs that require 
some cutting back and give 
them a good cut back to 
your boundaries.



Best Kept Village 2019 Competition – Certificate of Merit
Congratulations to those volunteers and others who helped GX achieve a Certificate of Merit in Bucks Best Kept 
Village competition.

But, it wasn’t all good news: “There was more litter in the streets than would be expected in a town of this quality”

Although there is more work to do, we would like to say a huge “Thank You” to all our local litter pickers: both organised groups 
and those brave independent pickers. 

• Litter is anything from a crisp packet or cigarette butt to a 
bag of rubbish.

• Litterers are selfish, lazy and anti-social.
• Litter is a danger to wildlife.

• Litter makes anywhere unattractive and encourages more 
littering.

• Litter costs us all millions annually to clean up.

Commons Committee – East & West Commons and The Camp
Throughout the year East and West Commons and the Camp 
receive on-going management/maintenance in the form of grass 
cutting, bund strimming, playground equipment maintenance 
and painting, bench repairs and varnishing, picnic tables have 
new flagstone bases, the Camp veteran trees monitored, Valley 
Way steps repaired plus many other daily, weekly, monthly and 
annual tasks and safety inspections.

The underpass railings adjacent to East Common were painted 
recently:

Each year in line with our annual Woodland Management 
Plan we carry out extensive holly clearance on East and West 

Commons. Funding help is received from DEFRA, the removal of 
the holly and the general thinning out of carefully selected areas 
of the Commons improves the bio diversity of the woodlands 
and allows for the growth and development of more desirable 
species of flora. 

We normally aim to carry this out in the early New Year.  2019 
began with a delay of this annual project plus a further delay as 
we did not want to disturb nesting birds between March and 
June/July. 

The clearance was carried out during September. Some of you 
may have seen the large mulching vehicle in operation.

“The profusion of flowers is a 
joy to see. The display on the 

bridge across the railway line 
deserves special mention”

“West & East Commons are excellent blends of 
‘natural’ and ‘managed’ woodland/grassland”



Protecting our Green Belt - Wapseys Wood Waste Recovery Planning Application Refused
The Council was pleased to hear on 16 September that the Appeal by Veolia to develop a Waste Recovery and Anaerobic Digestion 
Facility at Wapseys Wood site on the A40 was refused by the Government Planning Inspector. 

This means that the Wapseys Wood site, which is part of the Metropolitan Green Belt, will now be returned to woodland and 
agriculture by 2021. This is good news for our walkers, cyclists and horse riders, who will now see their footpaths and bridleways 
restored between Gerrards Cross and Hedgerley. Wapseys Wood sand and gravel extraction and landfill site was originally due to 
close in the year 2000. This was extended to 2012 and subsequently to 2017. The 2017 plan was to finish landfill operations at the 
end of 2016 and restore the site for completion at the end of 2017.  

The restoration was not completed at the end 
of 2017 when a new Application for a Waste 
Resource Recovery Centre and Anaerobic 
Digestion Facility was received by Bucks 
County Council (BCC) from Veolia. Gerrards 
Cross Town Council strongly objected to this 
application at the BCC Development Control 
Committee meeting in November 2017 and the 
application was refused by BCC. This decision 
was subsequently appealed by Veolia. At the 
Appeal hearing by the Government Inspector 
in Gerrards Cross on 26 March 2019, the Town 
Council again strongly objected to this and is 
now pleased to hear that this was refused. 

The Appeal was refused based on the fact that 
the development of a Waste Disposal Facility 
would be an industrial development in Green 
Belt that would be over and above BCC’s waste 
disposal requirements.

GXFEST 2019
GXCA ran the first ever GXFEST on Saturday 14th September. 
The night was a huge success and better than expected. 

There were 4 local bands who played to entertain the crowds 
in the marquee, which was set in the grounds of the Memorial 
Centre with a BBQ, bar and ice-cream van. 

The weather was perfect for the time of year as many sat outside 
for the earlier part of the evening and then making their way into 
the marquee for the later part to enjoy singing and dancing to 
the bands.

As the event was a great success, GXFEST 2020 is already being 
planned to be bigger and better!

Mayor, Cllr. Chris Brown, lends 
support to Thames Hospice public 
appeal launch
The “Raise the Roof” appeal was launched in 
September. It is Thames Hospice largest ever 
fundraising appeal to help to raise the final 
£3 million needed to complete the build of a 
brand new hospice.
Hannah Bartle of Thames Hospice wrote: “Thank you so 
much for attending our Raise the Roof event in Gerrards 
Cross. We really appreciate your support to our Hospice and 
our fundraising appeal”
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Upcoming Events...Christmas is coming!

 
 
 
 

LEONARD CHESHIRE 
 

Chiltern House, Christmas Fair 
On 23rd November 2019 2.30 – 4.30 

 
Come support your local charity and get some great 

Christmas gifts. 
Enjoy some mulled wine and mince pies 

 
Stalls include: Cakes, Residents Stall, Refreshments etc 

 
 

 
 

Guess the weight of the cake, Bric-a-Brac, Raffle, Christmas 
Goods etc 

 
All proceeds go to Chiltern House residents to provide 

social outings and activities.  We look forward to 
seeing you at the home. 

THE GERRARDS CROSS
CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL

WEDNESDAY 4TH DECEMBER

PACKHORSE ROAD & STATION ROAD
5.30PM – 8PM

KIDS ENTERTAINMENT  | SHOPS OPEN LATE  | SANTA'S GROTTO  |  STALLS

WWW.GXFESTIVAL.CO.UK

Thank you to our 2020 gold sponsors  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interested in sponsoring? Please email gxfunrun@communitytogether.co.uk 
 

Time to get in training for the 2020 
GX Fun Run!
Registration opens February www.gxfunrun.org.uk

… and after 
Christmas …

GX Christmas Festival
Clare Weston from Nunn Haywood and Festival Committee 
member commented “We are delighted that the annual 
Christmas Festival in Gerrards Cross will be back on Wednesday 
4th December.“

Lots of shops and businesses will be open, local school choirs 
will be singing in the high street and there may even be a visit 
from Santa Claus himself. 

For more information on the Festival and what will be happening 
on the night visit www.gxfestival.co.uk

Leonard Cheshire Christmas Fair 
Annual Christmas event in support of local charity.



Designed and printed by Gpex, Gerrards Cross. www.gpex.co.uk  When you have finished with this newsletter please recycle it

Published by Gerrards Cross Town Council, South Lodge, East Common, Gerrards Cross SL9 7AD 
Telephone: 01753 888018 or visit us online at www.gerrardscross.gov.uk

Dates for your Diary
Event Date Location

Letting People In
Wednesday 
30th October

Grief support group to help people connect with others in 
the local community. 
For details contact: kirti.lettingpeoplein@gmail.com 

Family Fireworks 
Display

Saturday 2nd 
November, 
Gates open 
5:30pm

GXCA – Memorial Centre, East Common
Tickets £7 (adult); £5 (children, under 14 yrs); £20 (family 
ticket) available from GXCA office 01753 883759 or on 
the gate

Remembrance Day 
Service

Sunday 10th 
November, 
10:40am

War Memorial – adjacent to Memorial Centre, East 
Common
Join members of The Royal British Legion for a 
Remembrance Day Service. Tea & coffee available in the 
Colston Hall

Live Comedy Night
Friday 15th 
November, 
7:00pm

GXCA – Memorial Centre, East Common
A lively evening of short, sharp wit and award-winning 
performers. Tickets £15 pp plus booking fee from 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/gxca

Leonard Cheshire 
Christmas Fair

Saturday 23rd 
November, 
2:30 - 4:30pm

Chiltern House, Packhorse Road
Support your local charity and get some great Christmas 
gifts. Enjoy mulled wine and mince pies.
Guess the weight of the cake, Bric-A-Brac and Raffle.
All proceeds go towards providing residents with social 
outings and activities.

GX Christmas 
Festival

Wednesday 
4th December, 
5:30 - 
8:00pm

Packhorse Road and Station Road
Free outdoor event to meet and greet your local 
businesses and celebrate the festive season.
Free parking at the station car park from 4pm.
More details www.gxfestival.co.uk

Panto - 
CINDERELLA

Sunday/
Monday 
22nd/23rd 
December, 
2pm & 7pm

GXCA – Memorial Centre, East Common
Tickets £15 (adult), £10 (children) available from GXCA 
office 01753 883759 or from www.ticketsource.co.uk/
gxca (plus a small booking fee)

Note GXCA is the Gerrards Cross Community Association, 8 East Common SL9 7AD www.gxca.org.uk
For more information, visit the GXCA website, e-Mail office@gxca.org.uk  or call Michaela Dean on 01753-883759.  
GXCA also includes the Memorial Centre and Colston Hall  www.colstonhallgx.com 

Have you experienced the loss of  a partner and 
worried you will be lonely?  

“I struggled to find support locally during my painful time and I felt 
that I wanted to meet others in the area who had also experienced 

a similar circumstance and to know that I wasn’t alone.”   

‘Letting People In’ is a grief  support group to help people 
connect with others in the local community who have or are 
experiencing similar pain in order to offer love, support, 
time and understanding to help cope with bereavement.  

Please take the first step to come along to our meet up, held 
locally in Gerrards Cross on Wednesday 30th October. 

For more details please contact: 

kirti.lettingpeoplein@gmail.com
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LETTING PEOPLE IN

PANTOMIME NIGHT

SUNDAY 22ND AND 
MONDAY 23RD DECEMBER,
SHOWS AT 2PM AND 7PM.

SUNDAY 22ND AND 
MONDAY 23RD DECEMBER,
SHOWS AT 2PM AND 7PM.

Tickets: Adult at £15*, Children at £10*. 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/gxca

01753 883759
*with small booking fee

Tickets: Adult at £15*, Children at £10*. 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/gxca

01753 883759
*with small booking fee

BBQ • Bar
 Gates Open 5.30pm  Blast-off 6.30pm
 

Adults £7 | Children £5 | Family Ticket £20
Family Ticket (2 adults plus 2 children)

Tickets available at GXCA or on the gate. Telephone 01753 883759

Saturday 2nd November


