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An exhibition was held on 11th 
November in the Colston Hall after 
the Remembrance Service. 

This was to remember the 22 Fallen 
Heroes who were connected with 
Gerrards Cross before WW1 or 
during the 1914-18 war. 

More details can be found on the 
GX100 web site:  https://www.
gx100.online/

Gerrards Cross Neighbourhood Plan 
needs your feedback!
Gerrards Cross Neighbourhood Plan was started in early 2017 
and the Steering Group, made up entirely of local volunteers, 
has progressed the developing Plan through several draft 
versions. However, there is still more work to do before a final 
version can be presented in the form of a referendum to all 
who live or run businesses in Gerrards Cross. In November 
2017, through a ‘Community Drop-In Event’ in the Guide HQ 
on Station Road, the Steering Group asked all Gerrards Cross 
residents and businesses for their comments on the following 
topics:

• Town Centre
• Housing
• Traffic and Transport
• Environment and Leisure
• Community and Health

The event was attended by hundreds of people and the 
feedback was highly valuable. As much as was practical and 
possible, has been integrated into the draft Plan.

All feedback will be evaluated and integrated into the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

This is a Gerrards Cross Neighbourhood Plan, informed and 
created by Gerrards Cross people, so please do help us to 
make it as relevant and effective as possible by completing the 
questionnaire. 

The Steering Group has a website which explains in more detail 
the work it has accomplished so far, and it enables any further 
ideas or thoughts to be passed to the Steering Group.  Residents 
can also offer to help, or simply ask questions. Contact the 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group on any related issue via 
the ‘Help Us’ page at www.gxplan.co.uk.  

We all have a stake in the future of GX so please feel free to 
make contact.

Now we need more help to verify our work 
– Delivered with ‘Voice’ is a questionnaire which 

will progress the Neighbourhood Plan even further 
but we need your help by returning the completed 

questionnaire by 

Friday 7th December 2018 
PLEASE SEND or TAKE your completed questionnaire 

to: GX Town Council Office, South Lodge, East 
Common, GX, Bucks, SL9 7AD 

OR take to any of the ‘drop off points’ at 
businesses noted on the questionnaire OR go to the 
Neighbourhood Plan website and complete an online 

version at: www.gxplan.co.uk - OR print other 
copies for family members to return.

Thank you to the GX branch of the British Legion 
for creating the GX Field of Remembrance on 
West Common



Bucks Best Kept Small Towns and 
Villages 2018...well done Gerrards Cross!
Gerrards Cross was awarded a Certificate of Merit achieving 
88 points (of a possible 100), this tops our best score of 84 
points in 2017. The Best Kept Village competition is not just for 
‘pretty’ villages and towns – but awards communities where 
everyone makes an effort to keep their surroundings well 
maintained. This annual competition is a good opportunity 
for residents in Buckinghamshire to celebrate all the positive 
aspects of life where they live.

Some comments from the judging:

“The extensive common on the fringe of the town is of 

exceptional quality and variety, heavily used for sport, 
recreation, picnicking etc. “

“The large pond [Latchmoor] was an exceptional feature and 
whilst overlooked by housing 
and ongoing development, 
was a notable asset.”

“Overall appearance, lack 
of litter and evidence of 
community effort – 13 
marks out of a possible 15.”

Pond Talk
Following our ‘long hot summer’ both Latchmoor and New 
Ponds have had an inevitable loss of water. This is a natural 
process and is not the first time our ponds have suffered in 
this way and while it detracts from the visual appeal it is a 
vital part of pond ecology. 

Both ponds will gradually re-fill as we move into the 
winter and hopefully wetter conditions.  Our ecologist, Ben 
Goldsmith, has recently carried out his second visit this year to 
both our ponds. As part of his brief he will produce a ‘vision’ 
and management for both wet and dry phases enabling us 
to naturally manage both ponds during different weather 
conditions.

Latchmoor Pond

This ‘low water’ is vital for many species to re-seed and to 
grow once the water returns this includes the very rare water 
plant; Starfruit. 

New Pond

The water lilies are a key feature of New Pond and provide 
excellent habitat for wildlife. Some thinning of the water 
lilies is preferable to provide adequate surface area of the 
Pond to allow sufficient light in to the water. The Reed mace 
(bulrushes) along the northern edge of New Pond will also 
be managed to ensure there is no further encroachment in 
to the Pond.

Both Ponds have Crassula hemlsii (non- native, invasive 
species) which needs treatment to control its spread. Again 
low water is a good time to treat with a non-chemical 
treatment using very hot foam. The willows and overhanging 
shrubbery are good for the Ponds – particularly for birds 
which require roosting and basking areas close to the water 
– but this vegetation will be maintained so there are optimal 
levels of light and leaf debris reaching the water and gives a 
more open feel. 

We have a lot to do in the short term. In the meantime let’s 
all hope for a wet winter!

New Pond

Latchmoor Pond – September

Latchmoor Pond – October



Fly Tipping – A Blot on our South 
Bucks Landscape
Fly tipping by definition is:  ‘the illegal deposit of any waste 
onto land that does not have a licence to accept it’. Fly tippers 
don’t care where they dump their rubbish, and if they spot an 
accommodating space they’ll happily take advantage of it. 

It can take many formats from 
household waste, builders 
waste and debris, old cars, 
mattresses and something 
that may not seem like fly 
tipping to many of us - garden 

waste. Do you use gardeners? Check what they do with your 
grass clippings, old bushes, branches. Do they throw it over the 
fence onto that field or public land for someone else to deal 
with instead of paying to take it to the tip? What about your 
Christmas tree? This type of waste is also considered fly tipping 
and is the responsibility of the householder. Fly tipping carries 
heavy fines and possibly a criminal record.

Bucks County Council launched a campaign during the summer 
to tackle this countywide problem but particularly in the South 
- that’s this area, here where we live:

S.C.R.A.P. The Campaign title stands for Suspect, Check, 
Refuse, Ask and Paperwork - a helpful five-point checklist 

plus advice for 
both householders 
and businesses to 
thoroughly check 
anyone who they use 
to dispose of waste 
on their behalf. The 
message behind this 
campaign is that if it’s your rubbish it’s your responsibility. 
This campaign reminds us all to have a zero tolerance approach. 
Fly tippers are around 16 times more likely to be caught and 
prosecuted in Buckinghamshire compared with the National 
average. Be vigilant and eagled-eyed: report suspicious activity 
or fly tipping in progress. 

It’s easy to report on-line: 

https://www.fixmystreet.buckscc.gov.uk

The pictures in this article show fly tipping in Gerrards Cross.

http://www.recycle4bucks.co.uk/fly-tipping/

South Bucks have a garden waste scheme: 

http://southbucks.gov.uk/article/6779/Chargeable-
garden-wastehttp://www.chilternsaonb.org 

Introducing Neighbourhood 
Sergeant, James Ellis
For those who I haven’t yet met, or haven’t read my articles 
in other local publications, I have replaced Anna Davison as 
your Neighbourhood Sergeant for Gerrards Cross, along with a 
number of the other local parishes. I come to you from a period 
acting as Response Inspector for the North East Command 
area; stretching from Iver to the northern limits of Milton 
Keynes, and from what I have learnt of my new team, I appear 
to have inherited a very capable bunch of officers, who share 
my desire to make a positive change for those we serve.

Whilst the principle purpose of the police is to protect life 
and address the most harmful aspects of criminality, I have 
also been out listening to local views; to identify those other 
priority issues, upon which the community seeks the police to 
focus. As part of this process, I have attended a recent full 
council meeting in the town and was part of the discussion as 
regards anti-social behaviour, on and around the common and 
the railway station. Having discussed the advances which the 
police have made to tackle the core group believed to act anti-
socially, with councillors and attending members of the public, 
we exchanged opinions on what else can be done to address 
the situation: Police data shows a generally declining trend in 
public reports of ASB in these areas; suggesting the problem 
is abating. Yet, councillors indicated this was not the view of 
those constituents who are most greatly affected, and it was 
theorised that this disjoint might be due to the public being 
disinclined to take the step of reporting to the police.

Part of the challenge in applying 
intelligence-led policing to 
this matter, is we must first 
understand the scope and scale 
of the situation. I have heard from 
various quarters that significant 
delays can be experienced by 
those who use our 101 non-
emergency number. Whilst I 
know that Thames Valley Police 
are already looking at ways to 
improve this, I would encourage 
those that can, to avoid such delays by making a web-based 
report. This can be done at www.thamesvalley.police.uk 
by following the step-by-step process. This will allow the police 
and partners to more fully appreciate what residents are facing; 
allowing us to tailor our joint response, accordingly. With these 
points made, I would also use this opportunity to have readers 
recognise that this remains a lovely place in which to live, with 
comparatively low levels of crime and disorder. As many better 
than I have said before me, “Don’t have nightmares”. 

James Ellis |  Neighbourhood Sergeant – P3192  |  Chiltern & 
South Bucks LPA. Telephone 101 | Twitter @TVP_ChiltSBucks 



Introducing Your New Councillors
Gerrards Cross Town Council has welcomed three new councillors 
who joined us this summer:

John Palmiero says, “After 35 years working all over the world and approaching retirement, I’m winding 
down professional life and am keen to use my experience in the local community. 

As a runner and cyclist I love Gerrards Cross’s open spaces and hate potholes and want to help ensure 
more of the former and fewer of the latter. I also believe we residents can benefit from a vibrant business 
and retail presence and I hope my background can help to bring more opportunities for integration and 
growth.”

Elizabeth (Liz) Surkovic joins us with an extensive professional portfolio 
including work in the private sector, central Government and now with a large 
charity in London. She too wants to use her experience for the benefit of the 
town. She is delighted to join the team of Town Councillors, all who work on a 
voluntary basis. 

She says, “I’m keen to use my skills to make Gerrards Cross an even better place 
to live and will focus on adding to both the safety and vibrancy of Gerrards Cross 
and work to ensure our local resources, such as the Library, can be maintained”.

Andrew Wood says, “As a local Gerrards Cross resident who has lived in Dukes Wood for more than 
14 years, I passionately believe in the quality of life and the community spirit that residents of Gerrards 
Cross share. 

My aim and ambition as a Town Councillor will be to help maintain these standards and listen to local residents and the 
business community. I hope with my energy and enthusiasm I am able to serve as a valued Town Councillor”.

Now is the time to check your hedges & trees
Access to a green environment is important: for our mental well-being, in 
reducing air pollution and as a home for wildlife. In Gerrards Cross we are 
fortunate to have so much green space around us, be that the Commons, 
Camp, local farmland or our own back garden. 

Hedges form an important part 
of many gardens. The town has 
a huge number of wonderful 
hedges and they all add to 
our environment. These winter 
months are an ideal time to 
do some tidying in the garden 
and we would like to remind 

householders that they are responsible for removing any vegetation that is 
overgrowing from their property onto footpaths, pavements and highways.

GXTC receives numerous complaints from pedestrians (particularly those with 
mobility issues, those walking small children or pushing prams/pushchairs) 
who are forced to walk in the road where hedges have encroached across 
pavements.

Section 154 (2) of the Highways Act 1980 states ‘ that where a hedge, tree or 
shrub overhangs a public highway, road or footpath and endangers or obstructs 
the passage of vehicles, cyclists or pedestrians, or obstructs or interferes with 
the view of drivers of vehicles, or the light from a public lamp, the owner of the 
hedge, tree or shrub or the occupier of the land on which it is growing must lop 
or cut it to remove the cause of the danger, obstruction or interference’.

Please help us by taking the time to walk around your property boundaries to 
ascertain if you have hedges, trees or shrubs that require some cutting back.



A GREAT PROGRAMME OF LIVE MUSIC AND 
SOCIAL EVENTS RIGHT ON YOUR DOORSTEP 
Bar open from 7.30pm

Check out the website or call for full details.   

www.gxca.org.uk  01753 883759

NOVEMBER 23RD
Local Covers Band ‘DNR’

DECEMBER 14TH
Local Covers Band ‘ Well Oiled’

Something for everyone in our community

GERRARDS CROSS
celebrates its annual

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL
Wednesday 5th December 2018

5.30pm – 8pm

Family Fun
Food & Drink
Christmas Stalls
Fairground Rides

Come and join the fun, 
Christmas Lights 
turned on at 5.30pm by 
Comedian/Entertainer 
Tom O’Connor

Introducing 
Walkie Talkies
Julia Cumming wrote in to tell us about her group: 

We are a group of five local ladies who meet 
every Monday morning for a dog walk: we call 
ourselves the Walkie Talkies!

We have been noticing the amount of litter left in 
and around the GX Commons after the weekend, 
so we decided to do something about it. We 
went on Amazon and bought ourselves some 
litter pickers and now we go for our Monday 
walk armed with our litter pickers, rubber gloves 
and bags and clean up as we walk and chat. 

It is very rewarding to be doing something to help 
keep our Commons clean and tidy and, as we are 
out and about anyway, it is not an onerous task.

We would encourage all dog walkers to think 
about buying a litter picker (£3 each) and helping 
our community in a little way.

Left to right: A. McSloy, J. Cumming, L. West, S. Ray, J. 
Hudson with “Archie” and “Toffee”
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Dates for your Diary
Event Date Location Time Cost 

Comedy Night
Friday 
16th 
November

GXCA – Memorial Centre, East Common. Join us for our 
6th Comedy Night!* Tickets are £15 plus booking fee – 
please visit www.ticketsource.co.uk/gxca
*Strong language and adult themes, acts subject to change, fully 
seated. Over 18s only.

8pm £15

GX Conservation 
Volunteers

Saturday
17th 
November

Meet at the GXTC wooden shed on East Common, 
opposite the playground

9:30am – 12:30pm Free

Friday Night Live with 
DNR

Friday
23rd 
November

GXCA – Memorial Centre, East Common
Join us for another Friday Night Live with local band 
‘DNR’. Bar open from 7.30pm.

7:30pm – 11pm Free

Cheshire Home Christmas 
Fair

Saturday
24th 
November

Gerrards Cross Cheshire Home, 82 Packhorse Road.  A 
fun Christmas Fair afternoon with collectables and Bric-
a-Brac stall, cake stall, Residents stall selling gifts, cards 
and Christmas decorations. There will be a raffle and 
‘guess the weight of the cake’.

2.30pm – 4.30pm Free

GX Christmas Festival
Wednesday
5th December

Station Rd, Packhorse Rd and Oak End Way.  
Family Fun, Food & Drink, Christmas Stalls, Fairground 
Rides. Christmas Lights turned on at 5:30pm by 
Comedian/Entertainer Tom O’Connor

5:30pm to 8pm Free

Book Fair
Saturday
8th December

GXCA – Memorial Centre, East Common
1000s of book for sale. Parking on site. 
Café open for refreshments.

10am – 3pm £1

Antiques Fair
Sunday
9th December

GXCA – Memorial Centre, East Common
Over 35 dealers offering a superb range of quality 
antiques. Parking on site. Café open for refreshments.

10am – 3pm £1

Friday Night Live
Friday
14th 
December

GXCA – Memorial Centre, East Common
Join us for some fantastic live music at the GX bar.
Bar opens at 7:30pm, Band starts at 8:30pm

7:30pm Free

Christmas Pantomime
20th – 30th 
December

Colston Hall, Memorial Centre, East Common. SLEEPING 
BEAUTY – a fun-filled, enchanting traditional panto and 
ELF The Musical Jr – a musical story-telling. Book online 
at www.ticketsource.co.uk/VPA  Information line 07850 
617775

see GXCA website for 
details

£45 for Family/
Any group of 4 
(+small booking 
fee)

Note GXCA is the Gerrards Cross Community Association, 8 East Common SL9 7AD www.gxca.org.uk
For more information, visit the GXCA website, e-Mail office@gxca.org.uk  or call Michaela Dean on 01753-883759.  
GXCA also includes the Memorial Centre and Colston Hall www.colstonhallgx.com 

Sat. 17th Nov


