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A Neighbourhood Plan for Gerrards Cross
There are three levels of planning which you should be aware of 
as these will potentially affect Gerrards Cross, South Bucks and 
the whole of the Buckinghamshire. At a local level, Gerrards 
Cross is to have a Neighbourhood Plan.  This is a good thing, 
and will potentially involve you as a Gerrards Cross resident.  
Approval for this planning process has been granted, and 
actions will start in 2017.  Neighbourhood plans have already 
been introduced in Chalfont St Peter and other nearby towns 
and villages.  

So, what is a Neighbourhood Plan? Neighbourhood 
plans allow communities to develop a shared vision for their 
neighbourhood and shape the development and growth 
of their local area. They are able to influence where they 
want new homes, shops and offices to be built, have their 
say on what those new buildings should look like and what 
infrastructure should be provided, and be involved as a 
consultee in planning permission for the new buildings they 
want to see go ahead. Neighbourhood planning provides a 
powerful set of tools for local people to ensure that they get 
the right types of development for their community where the 
ambition of the neighbourhood is aligned with the strategic 
needs and priorities of the wider local area.

A Neighbourhood Plan for Gerrards Cross will fundamentally 
involve residents defining a plan for the town, and will involve 
giving greater power for the local community to plan for new 
homes, offices, shops and the infrastructure they require 
through more efficient and effective delivery of housing 
and infrastructure planning, and supporting the long-term 
economic growth and prosperity for the town.  This whole 
process, by law, must be initiated by the Town Council, but 
thereafter should be driven by the residents.

There will be an important public meeting on Wednesday 
1st February at the Gerrards Cross Community Association 
at 7.30pm which all GX residents are invited to attend.  You 
will learn more, you can give your views, and you may want 

to volunteer to be part of the team who will create the GX 
Neighbourhood Plan.

Joint Local Plan

At district level, South Bucks District Council in conjunction with 
Chiltern District Council have been developing an Emerging 
Joint Local Plan for the two districts which will cover the 
period 2014 to 2036.  Details can be found here http://www.
southbucks.gov.uk/planning/localplan2014-2036.  This is in 
consultation phase (part 2), and you can give your views up to 
5pm on the 12th December.  See the SBDC website for details.  
The good news for Gerrards Cross residents is that four areas 
of green belt land identified earlier in 2016 as possible areas 
which would change from green belt land to development sites 
have not been included in the Green Belt Preferred Options.

Unitary Authority

At county level, Bucks County Council (BCC) have put forward 
proposals for a Unitary Authority in the county.  There are three 
possible models : a single unitary authority for Buckinghamshire 
(excludes Milton Keynes), two unitary authorities north and 
south, or three unitary authorities but with many central 
services managed at county level.  You can see more details on 
the BCC web site or link to http://futurebucks.co.uk. This could 
potentially change the existing structure of the County Council 
and a number of District Councils.

BCC’s proposals have been submitted to Central Government 
who are expected to react in early 2017.  Meantime, South Bucks, 
Chiltern, Wycombe and Aylesbury Vale District Councils have 
made alternative proposals for the structure of County and for 
District Councils in Buckinghamshire and have commissioned 
an open and independent review to find the best options for 
the future.  This was done to help inform the discussion about 
modernising local government in Buckinghamshire.  You can 
find details here : http://www.southbucks.gov.uk/mlgsb
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You asked... and 
we delivered!
Quite a few people, including the girls at St Mary’s School, 
suggested we should brighten up the entrances to Gerrards 
Cross. So that is what we have done!

@GXTownCouncil



Packhorse Road 
Traffic Lights
At last, there is progress on the Packhorse Road traffic 
light improvements which Bucks County Council Highways 
Department have promised to implement for a very long 
time.  A date of 9th January 2017 has been confirmed for 
work to begin on phase one of the traffic light changes 
(weather permitting).  

This will involve the removal of traffic lights at the junction 
of Packhorse Road and Station Road, and the installation of 
an advanced pedestrian crossing opposite Boots.  This will 
be a Puffin Crossing – a Pedestrian User-Friendly Intelligent 
crossing.  Phase two will follow, but not before six months 
after phase one has been completed, and will involve a re-
configuration of the pedestrian crossing points near Tesco, 
and a re-alignment of traffic light timings to maximise 
efficient traffic flow.

Why has this not been done before, we hear you ask?  This 
has been a long process including a public consultation in 
2015.  Works were due to start in late summer 2016 but were 
held up because of a delay by BCC Highways in establishing 
a Traffic Management 
Plan, compounded by 
a burst water main in 
August.  

Throughout this whole 
process Tesco have 
been very co-operative 
and of course they are 
funding the changes.  
Once works have been 
completed the badly 
damaged road surface 
in the general area will 
be re-surfaced.

GX Youth 
Club 
Committee 

Needs You!
Gerrards Cross Youth Club based at the Gerrards Cross 
Community Association, East Common needs helpers for 
activity sessions up to two evenings a week. 

The Club also needs new members for the club’s committee 
which oversees the activities and ensures all necessary safety 
and other important standards are met and maintained. 

If you enjoy working to ensure that children both enjoy and 
learn through play, or if you are a parent, or an experienced 
child worker or even someone who simply wants to add to 
local children’s lives, then GX Youth Club would like to hear 
from you.

Please email: gxyouthclub@gmail.com - to arrange a discussion 
or contact us through Gerrards Cross Youth Club’s new website: 
www.gxyouthclub.com

Improved Wi-Fi 
in Gerrards Cross 
Community Library
Wi-Fi access at Gerrards Cross Community Library has greatly 
improved in recent months after their life-expired Wi-Fi was 
updated following a £50,000 grant to Bucks Libraries from 
the Arts Council England.  Free Wi-Fi is part of the Council’s 
drive to encourage more people to access their services online.  
The process of logging on to the Library Wi-Fi has also been 
simplified and improved.

Martin Phillips, cabinet member for community engagement 
and public health at Bucks CC, said: “So much of everyday life 
is now online, and we wanted to make it easier for residents to 
get access to the internet.  Thanks to the Arts Council grant, 
we’ve been able to equip every library.” 

Lorraine Surridge, Manager of Gerrards Cross Community 
Library said “The new system has proven to be very popular 
with customers as it makes signing on a one step simple self-
managed process. Access to the improved Wi-Fi has also 
made it possible for us to show customers how to borrow and 
download E-Books to their own devices in the library. We are 
also very pleased to announce that we are creating a small 
hot-desking area to support business users whilst in-between 
appointments in Gerrards Cross. The library can provide a 
comfortable work space as well as providing scanning and 
photocopying facilities”.

So, come along to Gerrards Cross Community Library in Station 
Road and give it a try.  As an added bonus, when you are 
using the Library computer terminals, you also have access to 
the ever-growing British Newspaper Archive, Which Online and 
also to the Ancestry family history website.



Parking and 
Traffic Chaos in 
Gerrards Cross
At long last the Speeding & Parking Working Group (SPWG) can 
report success.  New parking restrictions in Bull Lane, Bulstrode 
Way, East Common, Layters Way, West Common and Bentinck 
Close have now been implemented.  Other proposals for 
Gaviots Way, Woodlands and Packhorse Road are in the Bucks 
CC highways planning system and we will keep you informed.

We are very concerned about the congestion every morning 
and afternoon around the Packhorse Road bus turning circle 
next to Wildwood.   

The causes :

1 School buses, including double decker buses, which use 
West Common as a short cut.  We have written to the schools 
and the bus companies but to no effect.  We are therefore 
considering building a pinch point in West Common at the A40 
end to stop coaches, double decker buses and HGVs using this 
narrow road as a short cut.  The existing HGV restriction is not 
enforced by the Police and, by law, does not apply to coaches 
as they are classified as public service vehicles. The cost of this 
work is under discussion.

2 Cars stopping in the turning circle prevents buses parking 
and turning safely. We ask that parents please park considerately 
and there is  a South Bucks DC car park just opposite that can 
be used. Similarly, we remain aware of the school congestion 
in Moreland Drive and are working on solutions proposed by 
the residents. 

Station Road Car 
Park – have your 
say
A new multi-story car park has been proposed for Station Road, 
adjacent to Gerrards Cross Library and opposite Waitrose.  You 
can see plans on the South Bucks District Council website 
by going into ‘View planning applications’ then input the 
application number 16/02094/FUL.  This will be 450 parking 
spaces over five floors.  Work may start in mid-April, and SBDC 
plan to complete the build before Christmas 2017.  Have you 
got any strong views?  Make your comments now to South 
Bucks District Council.
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Record fundraising 
at the GX Fun Run 
The GX Fun Run back in 
May broke all previous 
records by raising a 
staggering £38,500 for 
local causes and charities.  
1460 entrants participated, 
and thousands of people 
turned out to support the 
event, and also enjoyed a 
barbeque and beer tent 
while being fabulously entertained by local bands.

Organiser Sue Hatrick said “A huge thank you to all our 
sponsors, supporters, volunteers, runners, spectators and 

people who just came 
to enjoy the event”.  The 
next GX Fun Run will 
be May 2018 and if you 
are interested in being 
part of the organising 
team, e-Mail Sue Hatrick 
for more information; 
details are here www.
gxfunrun.org.uk 



Recognition for Boosters
Many organisations and individuals in Gerrards Cross have 
been helping the Boost programme, and we would like to 
say a huge ‘thank you’ to all who have helped.  Boost is all 
about keeping GX clean and tidy, and making it a pleasant 
environment in which to live, work, go to school, shop, use the 
many business services available, or enjoy some leisure time at 
one of our many cafes and restaurants, or the thriving cinema, 
or our Community Association.  We also have some wonderful 
outdoor spaces, sport and leisure facilities, many clubs and 
societies and three churches.

We have recognised individual people who have made great 
contributions, and we have also recently recognised a number 
of organisations and businesses who have made particularly 
strong contributions, and in many cases, they have made 
multiple contributions.  So, Bronze, Silver and Gold Boost 
awards and certificates are being presented to our Boosters, 
and you may see these displayed in shops or business 
premises.  Gold awards for 2016 went to GX Brownies, St 
James’ Church, Tesco, Crowne Plaza Hotel and IHG HQ.  
Here are some of the St James’ team receiving their award. 

 

Boost links in closely with other 
GX initiatives.  The Quadrant 
programme aims to identify 
problems in the town with 
highways, gullies, lighting, 
signage, hedges and many more 
things; these things then get logged 
on our list.  Boost is also instrumental in our efforts to win Best 
Kept Towns and Villages; in 2015 we came second, and in 2016 
we were awarded a certificate of merit.

Boost is also related to the great work done by our GX 
Conservation Volunteers (GXCV) team who are particularly 
active in East and West Common keeping the woodlands in 
trim, cutting back holly, ivy, brambles and weeds, and clearing 
ditches and debris.  If you want to come to help GXCV for a 
few hours of teamwork, they meet on the third Saturday of 
each month at 9.30am at the wooden hut near the playground 
on East Common, and are finished by 12.30pm.  Refreshments 
are provided.  Dates for 2017 are : 21st January, 18th February, 
18th March, 22nd April, 20th May, 17th June, 15th July, 16th 
September, 21st October and 18th November.  In August and 
December, we take a break.

Beware of toxic caterpillars
The Forestry Commission has alerted walkers to the dangers of the Oak Processionary Moth.  The caterpillars are grey/black in colour 
and have toxic long white hairs. These can become windborne and cause severe irritation to the skin, eye and throat.  The advice is 
to get the irritation checked over by your local chemist.  The nests are constructed by many caterpillars coming together and shedding 
their hairs, thus forming a distinctive white silken mass on an oak tree. 

The caterpillars spend the day in the nests and leave at dusk to feed on oak leaves. They strip the trees bare of leaves, thus weakening 
the vitality of the tree, and leaving it open to other pests and diseases.  The advice from the Forestry Commission is for the public to 
report any sightings of nests and on no account to remove any nest themselves.  Keep children and pets well away from any such nest.  
Further information and advice from www.forestry.gov.uk/opm1  



New at the 
Playground and 
thank you Rotary
Gerrards Cross Town Council installed a new item of play 
equipment at the playground on East Common earlier in 2016. 
This was part funded by a generous donation from Gerrards 
Cross & Chalfont St Peter Rotary Club, so a big ‘Thank You’ to 
them.  Have fun, but remember that all playground equipment 
is for younger children up to 12 years old to enjoy, not heavy 
adults or older teenagers – we did have a few teething troubles 
after installation because a few older teenagers or adults had 
used the equipment.

Thank you to 
BBOWT
The Bucks, Berks and Oxon Wildlife Trust provided fantastic 
help with clearing the railway embankment in Gerrards Cross 
during two back-breaking sessions in June and November.  
BBOWT volunteers, Chiltern Railway staff, residents and Town 
Councillors all joined in, and cleared weeds and unwanted 
vegetation on the railway embankment, giving more interesting 
plants, wild flowers and wildlife a chance to flourish.  Thank 
you BBOWT and all who helped.

Do you want to 
be more active?
Being active, whatever your age, is a good thing, even if 
you are not super-fit, not as young as you once were, or 
have some sort of injury.  

Simply Walk 
Simply Walk have extended their walk programme to 
include an additional shorter walk every Tuesday morning 
in Gerrards Cross.  

The existing 90-minute walk starting at 10.30am will 
continue, but is now complimented by a ‘leisure walk’ 
around 45 minutes long starting at 11.15am.  

Both walks start from the GX Community Association on 
East Common, please be there 15 minutes beforehand 
to register.  

The Simply Walk leaders will take you on one of a variety 
of walks in and around Gerrards Cross.  It is also a nice 
opportunity for social interaction, and a chance to chat 
with fellow walkers.  

We end up back at GXCA around midday where you can 
get refreshments or a light lunch.  Simply Walk is a free 
event, supported by BCC.  For more information go to: 

https://www.walkingforhealth.org.uk/
walkfinder/south-east/buckinghamshire-
simply-walk-health-walks

Active Bucks 
Active Bucks have also been busy across the county.  
They provide lots of opportunities for activity and sport 
for all ages.  Check their web site 

http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/healthy-living/
active-bucks/



GX Pantomime www.ticketsource.co.uk/VPADW

Come and 
see Dick 
Whittington 
and his Cat at 
one of the six 
performances 
at the Colston 
Hall, East 
Common on 
December 
20th to 23rd.  

Children £10, 
adults £15 or 
a family ticket 
£35, and you 
can book 
online. 

Gerrards Cross 
Christmas Festival
Wednesday 7th December, 6pm – 8:30pm 

Station Road, Packhorse Road  
and Oak End Way

Bring along your family and friends to our festive 
Christmas evening.  Events kick off at 6pm with school 

choirs at the Guide HQ in Station Road.  

The Christmas lights will be switched on at 6.30pm, then 
a pop-up Nativity by Tesco at 6.45pm followed by the 

Rock Choir at 7.15pm.  St Andrews Church will be hosts to the Accord Community Choir and Rock Choir at 
7.45pm.  There will also be live music and a fire performer in Oak End Way.  

Lots of GX businesses will have stalls showcasing what they do and giving away goodies, and there will be 
late night shopping until 8pm. So, come and enjoy Christmas food and drink, music, Christmas gifts and 

crafts, and fun fair rides & family entertainment, including activities at the Library in Station Road.   
There will be games and activities to keep the children occupied, and adults can doubtless enjoy some hot 

mulled wine to keep you warm.  

This year, we will have a Christmas tree on West Common as well!



News in Brief
Which Council does what?
Are you confused? We sometimes are! 
Your Councils include Bucks CC, South 
Bucks District Council and Gerrards 
Cross Town Council. Each has different 
responsibilities. To help you understand 
who does what we have added a very 
straightforward information sheet to 
our web site www.gerrardscross.gov.uk.  
I hope it helps clarify things.

New bench in 
East Common
We installed a lovely 
new bench in the 
woods in East Common 
last April.  It is 
dedicated to Jaap and 
Regina van den Bergh 
and their dogs,  who 
loved Gerrards Cross 

Common.  Regina and her late husband have been walking 
their dogs in the common all their lives and her family 
thought it was appropriate to buy a bench to remember 
this, so the family clubbed together and purchased one 
for Regina’s 100th birthday.  Here is GX resident Buster 
with his owner enjoying the new bench.

Gerrards 
Cross Gym 
closure
The contract for 
GX ‘Breeze 2’ gym 
based in the World 
War One memorial 
building adjacent 

to Gerrards Cross Community Association on East 
Common has now ended. The Community Association’s 
Executive and a group of gym members have focused on 
how to fulfil the potential of this listed building which 
remains a highly valuable community asset. Due to age, 
the building is in need of some refurbishment and this 
is taking place during the autumn and winter months. 
The good news is that the Studio is still running with 
various classes (aerobics, step, Pilates and yoga), and 
that the tennis courts will continue to be available. In 
the meantime GXCA Executive Committee is considering 
a number of possible options and hope that the service 
it will provide in the future will be enjoyed by the local 
community.
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Bright ideas to 
keep your home 
safe in the dark 
evenings
This time of the year when the clocks have gone back means 
homes are in darkness early in the afternoon – a gift for 
opportunist burglars. To avoid becoming a victim of burglary, 
the South Bucks District Councils Joint Community Safety team 
is encouraging householders to take some simple steps to 
protect their home:

• Use a timer switch to turn on lights and a radio to give the 
impression someone is home

• Keep valuables, and other electronic equipment such as 
iPads out of sight

• Security mark valuables with a UV pen and register them 
with www.immobilise.com

• Double lock UPVC doors or use dead locks on solid doors. 
Keep all spare keys, including car keys, away from the front 
door out of sight to avoid them being ‘fished’ through the 
letter box

• Keep windows locked with the key and keep it out of sight
• Don’t leave packaging of expensive items purchased on 

view or in your dustbin as an advertisement to thieves 
• If you intend to go away over the holiday period, ask a 

neighbour to park on your drive to make your home look 
occupied and do the same for others.

You can also contact South Bucks District Council’s Joint 
Community Safety team on 01494 586535 and for further 
crime reduction advice you can visit : www.thamesvalley.
police.uk/crprev or www.southbucks.gov.uk/crimereduction. 

Identity theft 
and letter boxes
Thames Valley Police have received reports of mail being 
stolen from residential post boxes in the Gerrards Cross area.  
Criminals may try to ‘fish’ inside your letter box, especially if 
it is located on a gatepost, and they may be in the guise of a 
delivery person.  If anyone is seen tampering with mail boxes, 
please call the Police on 101 and report it immediately.  Take 
care also of your paper re-cycling bin and do not leave copies 
of letters in there with your personal or financial details or any 
other information.  People may attempt to steal this and set 
up bank accounts or credit cards in your name.  Always shred 
paper work, tear up the details or obliterate information with 
a thick marker pen.



Designed and printed by Gpex, Gerrards Cross. www.gpex.co.uk  When you have finished with this newsletter please recycle it

Published by Gerrards Cross Town Office, South Lodge, East Common, Gerrards Cross SL9 7AD 
Telephone: 01753 888018 or visit us online at www.gerrardscross.gov.uk 
Editor: Martin Baker e-Mail martin.baker@gerrardscross.gov.uk

Dates for your Diary
Events in 2016 Date Location Time Cost 

Bollywood Night 2nd December
Friday Night Live – 3 course dinner dance Bollywood 
style, Bollywood workshop and disco.  Tickets from 
GXCA 01753-883759

From 7pm
£35 per 
person

GX Christmas 
Festival and late 
shopping

7th December
Gerrards Cross – mostly in Packhorse Road, Station 
Road and Oak End Way

6pm to 8.30pm Free

GXCA Members Supper 8th December
GXCA Members – a festive supper with live jazz from 
the ‘Upbeat JazzBand’

7.30pm £15

Book Fair / Christmas Fair 10th December
GXCA – thousands of second hand books, antiquarian 
books, refreshments also available

10am to 4pm £1

Antiques Fair 11th December GXCA 10am to 3pm £1

Pantomime Dick 
Whittington and 
his cat

20th to 23rd 
December

Colston Hall at GXCA.  For information e-Mail info@
vpaproductions.co.uk.  Tickets can be booked through 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/vpadw 
07850 617775 for more info.

2pm matinee and 7pm 
evening show

Adult £15, 
children £10, 
family £35, 
concessions

Happy Christmas 25th December Wishing you all a lovely Christmas Day All day

Events in 2017 Date Location Time Cost 
Antique Fair 8th January GXCA 10am to 3pm £1

Burns Night 27th January

GXCA – Following a three-course traditional Haggis 
supper we will have an evening of Celtic prose, high 
spirits and dancing to the sounds of the Loch Nagar 
Ceilidh Band.  Tables of 8-10 people

7pm for 7.30pm dinner
£25 per 
person

Neighbourhood 
Plan Public 
meeting

1st February
GXCA Youth Club meeting room – do come along to 
find out more, or get involved.  Check GXTC website 
for more details nearer the time

7.30pm Free

Friday Night Live Music 3rd February GXCA - Stampede – Country Rock Band Bar open from 7pm TBA

Antiques Fair 12th February GXCA 10am to 3pm £1

Quiz Night 24th February

GXCA -  pit your grey matter against our quiz master 
David Balfour - 8 rounds plus the ever-popular picture-
round.  £25 per table for a team of between 4 and 6 
members.  Prizes for the winners.

7pm
£25 per table 
including 
nibbles

Attic Sale 25th February GXCA – the Café will be open as well 9.30am to noon
£15/£12 for a 
table

Friday Night Live Music 3rd March GXCA – details TBA

Antiques Fair 12th March GXCA 10am to 3pm £1

Friday Night Live Music 7th April
GXCA - Les Miserables by VPA Productions – see 
GXCA web site for details

GXCA 70th 
Anniversary

Early July Watch this space for more details

Note GXCA is the Gerrards Cross Community Association, 8 East Common SL9 7AD www.gxca.org.uk
For more information, visit the GXCA website, e-Mail office@gxca.org.uk  or call Suzie on 01753-883759.  
GXCA also includes the Memorial Centre and Colston Hall www.colstonhallgx.com 


