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Mayor’s Report – Cllr Chris Brown
As your Mayor, I would like to update you on some of the strategic work we have undertaken over the last year to ensure we
get the best for Gerrards Cross as the shape of future local councils develops.
Your Town Council is one of the most pro-active in Buckinghamshire in taking on Localism. A condition of the formation of the
new Buckinghamshire Unitary Council was to implement Localism by devolving powers and assets to Town and Parish Councils.
Under the Devolved Budget scheme, for the last 6 years, we have taken over grass cutting and cutting back vegetation on our
highways and footways. For the last 2 years, we have in addition taken on a pilot project on pothole and pavement repairs and
are the leading Council in Buckinghamshire in this area. Through our local management, we have seen a vast improvement in
all these areas, although there is always more to do. We continue to press hard for more Localism projects by being proactive
at Buckinghamshire Council meetings, including Parish Liaison meetings, Transport for Bucks meetings, Community Board
meetings and working with other local Councils through our Association of Local Councils
organisation. We also participate in consultations with Buckinghamshire Council, such as the
Town & Parish Charter, Community Involvement and the Buckinghamshire Local Plan to ensure
our ideas are included. We continue to liaise closely with our local Buckinghamshire Councillors
to focus on local issues that come under Buckinghamshire Council.
All of these new activities mean more work for our busy staff and, with the loss of our Assistant
Town Clerk, Clair McCoy, who has worked hard for us in Planning as well as many other areas
for the last 5 years, we have decided to take on a new Deputy Town Clerk, Amy McCreary to
assist and deputise for our Town Clerk, Sue Moffat. We thank them all for the great work that
they do for Gerrards Cross and we wish Clair well for the future.
We all look forward to the lifting of Covid restrictions and would like to thank our fantastic
Gerrards Cross Covid-19 Support Group for their continued support for our residents during the
pandemic.

Amy McCreary

Commons Committee 2020/21 Report – Chairman, Cllr H Orme
The last year has flown by encompassing the first national lockdown and the second! The whole year has seen a steep rise
in visitors to the Commons showing the importance of open spaces to enable everyone to get out for exercise and recreation.
Somewhere for everyone to enjoy all year but it must be said that following a very long dry Summer we had a prolonged period
of heavy rains and even snow this year. Wellies were needed!
Despite lockdowns and extreme weather the Commons Committee continued to fulfil its aims; to maintain, enhance and
sensitively manage our green spaces for all to enjoy safely. Many projects were delayed because of COVID19 but most have
now been completed.
East & West Common & The Camp - Our monthly health and safety reporting continued as usual despite restrictions and
all our meetings became virtual. Last April we tendered for a new grass cutting contract following the retirement of our long
standing contractor. A new contractor was agreed and appointed. I think you’ll agree he does a great job!
The Commons have been heavily used during both the Summer and Winter months. The combination of recent heavy rain,
snow and the significant increase in footfall has meant that the Commons became very wet and muddy. Packhorse Road ditches
were full and there was flooding at the Packhorse Road/A4O junction. This was caused by blocked outlets in the ditches and
thankfully these were cleared. Areas of particularly high usage, such as the playground and all areas adjacent to the paths look
bare, almost devoid of grass and very slippery. Once the weather improves we will carry out path repairs and hopefully most
areas will recover naturally. During the peak Summer months Buckinghamshire Council did a great job emptying the bins daily
and keeping the litter under control. Tree work was carried out in various locations on East and West Common following a tree
safety report. Some were dead and unsafe next to paths, others along the A40 edge of the Commons had signs of Ash dieback.
continued on page 2

Holly thinning took place on East Common using a robotic flayer.
This work was carried out on an already very wet and boggy
Common; disruption and some path damage was evident.
Some of you found the holly thinning alarming and feel that
its removal spoils the woodland generally. Other residents are
pleased with the results and feel a more open woodland is safer.
Other benefits of thinning include; the provision of open ground
which promotes the growth of diverse vegetation as more
light reaches the woodland floor. The working season in the
woodland usually takes place
during the winter months up
to mid-February giving those
areas time to recover and
always before birds start
nesting. It is very important
for GXTC to manage the
Commons for everyone
and try to balance between
nature and human use. We
are currently reviewing and
updating our Woodland
Management Plan which
provides guidance for all our
woodland work.
You may have noticed a new hardstand on West Common
behind the rhino posts near the flag pole; this was needed to
make it easier for circus and fun fair vehicles to gain access.
The Camp is an important historic Iron Age Hillfort site, the
largest in Buckinghamshire. We have over the last few years
carried out clearance of the Fosse (ditch) which formed part of
the Hillfort defence rampart; in December 2020 we completed
another section. The Valley Way footpath which suffered badly
over the last year has now had repairs carried out to the steps
and drainage to keep the steep path usable. The Camp is a
great and safe place for a walk with or without dogs. We are
still looking for someone to cut and bale the grass to promote
better growth of grasses and wildflowers. The boundary scrub
and brambles were cleared during the autumn.
Playground - The early Spring 2020 saw the mandatory closure
of the Playground due to the Coronavirus pandemic. Throughout
this closure we carried out weekly checks of the playground.
The annual ROSPA inspection took place in November 2020;
any faults reported have been rectified. The playground was
reopened in early July 2020 following a deep clean carried out

just before, signage was erected to publicise the reopening with
guidance on how to keep safe according to the Government’s
recommendations. It has
been greatly used and
enjoyed since then.
Outdoor Gym - The
installation of the new
Outdoor Gym was
completed in September
2020 proving to be very
popular for all ages and
used in all weathers.
Ponds - Latchmoor Pond
and New Pond retained
some water throughout
a very dry Summer and
weed removal was
carried out to Latchmoor
Pond during September just before the rains came. This Winter
has seen both ponds frozen in January and February not good
for the duck population! We moved a bench recently from the
current building project to a place with a better view.
Public Footpaths - We regularly check all footpaths but
your help is always appreciated so please report any footpath
problems to GXTC- clerk@gerrardscross.gov.uk
Conservation Volunteers - This group meet monthly. This
has not been possible as usual this last year. Back to a normal
routine soon hopefully. Thank You to all the volunteers.
Litter Pickers - Pandemic or not you still ‘picked’ Thank You
All.
Coming Projects - We have applied to Buckinghamshire
Community Board for Grants;
•

firstly, to replace 3 bins in the woodland settings - more
rustic in style;

•

secondly, to create wildflower planting in a few visible
locations, planting to take place in March

•

and finally we ask you to complete our survey on East
Common Playground facilities - https://www.surveymonkey.
co.uk/r/8QN28G8 also accessible via our website https://
gerrardscross.gov.uk

Spring is on its way.

Highways Committee 2020/21 Report – Chairman, Cllr A Wood
2020 was a very interesting year for the Highways Committee of Gerrards Cross Town Council, with the advent of Covid lockdown
in March and then again in November.
Before
After
We’ve maintained approval to continue repairing pothole repairs throughout
the town as part of an ongoing process, and you may have seen other repair
teams from Ringway Jacobs, the Buckinghamshire Council roads contractor, also
filling potholes in the town. We’ve recently managed to fix the ‘puddling’ issue
on the pavement outside the Guide Hut on Station Road. Another success was
alleviating the flooding at the junction of Packhorse Road and Oxford Road
where we found some blocked drains which have now been cleared along with
the ditches. We cannot emphasise enough the importance of reporting potholes,
failed street lights, and problematic pavements on www.fixmystreet.com
Many of the repairs being done by Buckinghamshire Council are as a result of
continued on page 3
them being reported.

The Town Council’s limited precept budget only enables us to fix the worst offending potholes in the town, and we have to rely
on much bigger budgets from the Buckinghamshire Council to resurface our roads. I’m pleased to confirm, that after considerable
pressure being brought to bear by the Town Council Highways Committee, the resurfacing of the stretch of Packhorse Road from
Station Approach to the Ethorpe Hotel, along with Woodlands, will be done, hopefully by the end of May.
CCTV installation throughout the town continues to make progress, albeit more slowly than we would like. This is partly as a
result of new regulations put in place by our Unitary Council, but rest assured we appreciate the need for the safety of all our
residents and visitors alike, and whilst CCTV may not prevent crime, we hope it will act as a deterrent. The full coverage of
Packhorse & Station Road is still our priority by the year end.
Gerrards Cross has been experiencing many more incidents of fly tipping and we’d ask for your help
in reporting fly tipping wherever and whenever you see it. You can report it both on the Police nonemergency number 101 if you happen to see it happening, and on “FixMyStreet.”
We’re pleased that we have had some great service from the Bucks Council road sweeper recently
as well as their gully clearing team, who have been very proactive in Gerrards Cross over the past
few weeks. We know that Packhorse Road and Windsor Road have been swept with all other streets
targeted. Our Town Clerk has been instrumental in making this happen so our thanks to Sue.
Finally, as we enter the Summer months and the longer days, can we ask that all residents are
mindful of their hedges and trees that can very quickly overgrow property boundaries and hinder our
pathways and pavements. Please be aware that March to August is bird nesting season and it is an
offence to take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is in use or being built. Further
information can be found at www.rspb.org.uk and search ‘Hedge Law’. Your Town Council would
very much appreciate everyone looking after their borders without having to be reminded by a letter
from the Council so that pedestrians and people with mobility equipment/pushchairs are able to walk
unhindered. Thank you for your consideration.

Planning Committee 2020/21 Report – Chairman, Cllr J Chhokar
The Planning Committee holds two
meetings every month to ensure we can
look at and comment on every planning
application affecting Gerrards Cross.
Due to the high number of applications
submitted all councillors are on the
Planning Committee.
Where possible, a councillor will carry
out a site visit and if necessary, meet
with affected neighbours before
presenting the application to our
Committee (unfortunately this has
not been possible for parts of the
last year due to COVID). We will then
decide on our comments to be sent to
Buckinghamshire Council, who will make
the final decision on the application.
We would encourage residents who
comment directly to Buckinghamshire
Council to copy us in on any emails
(clerk@gerrardscross.gov.uk)
so that we can take their views into
account when the application is
discussed at our meeting.
Our assistant clerk has devoted
substantial time to analysing the results
of applications we have looked at this
year. The current findings are:
1.
Over the last year, we
considered 290 planning applications

(compared to 326 the previous year).
101 of those applications involved work
to trees (compared to 110 last year). 256
of these have now been decided.
2.
The correlation rate between
our views and those of the District
Council for those applications which
have been decided is 90.7% for tree
works and 84.6% for building and
change of use applications.
3.
Last year the rate was 83.8%
for tree works and 84.2% for building
and change of use applications. We are
pleased to see a good correlation with
what is being decided by the planning
authority.
We ensure that any objections we make
are with reference to the planning
policies of Buckinghamshire Council and
are encouraged to see that generally our
views reflect theirs.
If during development work taking place
residents become aware of possible
breaches of the permission granted,
we would ask them to inform us and
Buckinghamshire Council’s enforcement
department at:
planning.enforcement.csb@
buckinghamshire.gov.uk

We have flagged a few sites over the
past year where we have received
information of suspected planning
breaches and are pleased to have seen
action taken on some of these, although
there are also some that remain
pending.
Apart from commenting on planning
applications, the Planning Committee
responded to various consultations over
the last year on the proposed changes
to the planning process from central
government. The general theme of our
responses has been to emphasise that
local communities should have greater
input on how planning policy is decided
for their area and that any development
should come with the necessary
infrastructure in place.
The new proposed local plan for South
Bucks and Chiltern has now been
withdrawn and Buckinghamshire Council
propose to have a county wide plan
to determine planning policies for the
future. We await this with interest and
will respond to the consultations on it at
the relevant time.

Finance & General Purposes Committee 2020/21 Report – Chairman, Cllr J Chhokar
The Finance and General Purposes Committee is responsible for
setting the budget for the upcoming year as well as reviewing
and monitoring the current year’s budget. It also deals with
various other administrative matters for the Council such as
staffing and facilities. All councillors are automatically part of
this Committee.
I am pleased to report that our spending for this year (20202021) has remained within the budget. When we last met in
October 2020 we re-allocated some funds that were not going
to be used for their original purpose to new projects that had
arisen since the budget had been first set. We also set the
budget for the upcoming year (2021-2022) at the meeting. After

much discussion and scrutiny, it was agreed to set the precept at
£302,943, representing a 2% increase (approximately £6,000)
from the previous year. This is to take account of anticipated
extra responsibilities we have been taking on, as explained in
the other committee reports by my colleagues.
We also awarded grants to various local charities and
community bodies after considering the applications we received
and taking account of the benefit they provide to Gerrards Cross
residents. It has been a pleasure to chair this committee this year
and I have been ably assisted by our Clerk and deputy chair Cllr
John O’Keeffe. We will continue to ensure that Gerrards Cross
residents are receiving value for money in the services we deliver.

GXTC is committed to protecting the environment and have agreed a Climate Change
statement which can be included in future decision-making processes e.g. as a planning
consultee, future TPOs (Tree Protection Orders), introducing wild flower areas etc. and to
raise awareness to the community.

GXTC Climate Change Statement 2021
To propose that we treat climate change as a factor in future decision making.
To make all our decisions as sustainable as we are able to.
Replenish instead of diminish - encourage solar energy, support biodiversity, support natural resources.
To propose this non-binding statement to the Full Council to confirm and remind us to continue those practices we already have in
place and to work towards acknowledging other changes that need to be implemented.
To bring awareness to our community by communication and initiatives and turning abstract initiatives into genuine action no
matter how small and insignificant they may seem.
Recognising our direct powers relevant to climate change are limited and to engage for support with Bucks Council and to share
and co-operate with other Towns and Parishes.
Bringing awareness - for example; about how much we use our cars, protecting our green spaces.
Planning decisions - we are already consultees and therefore feedback and influence all development, we have an almost
finalised Neighbourhood Plan.
Engage with Tree Officer - support carbon storage, plant the right trees in the right place and allow them to grow to maturity.
Transport - reduce emissions - we already support walking, cycling and use of public transport.
Energy - bring awareness via website etc. 1. of Domestic Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/environmentalprogrammes/domestic-rhi 2. Solar energy, 3. Support installation of Electric vehicle Charging points in Town Centres.
Support our Green spaces - via volunteer groups i.e. Conservation Volunteers.
Encourage - litter picking, recycling, provide bins.
Promote - Buying locally and buying local produce (where possible).
Support Biodiversity - plant trees, plant perennials that live longer and accumulate biomass, plant wildflowers and stop or
eliminate use of pesticides and use alternatives such as mulching or manual removal of weeds all of which we already do and
support.
The Council Office can lead the way and set an example:
Reduce waste and help environment be Paper free / plastic free.
Energy - renewable heating / solar panels.
Encourage and practice recycling.
Choose low carbon options- apart from heating and power - Energy Star appliances & computers, buy organic supplies; tea/ coffee.
Walk or cycle to meetings or use Zoom etc.

Be Alert to Dog Theft – Cllr Teresa Scott
Theft of anything is upsetting for the
victim but when it’s the much loved
family pet that has been stolen it is doubly
heartbreaking. Dog theft, sadly, is now
all too common across the country and no
matter where you live, in a busy town or
the most rural of areas; no-one is excluded
from this hugely upsetting crime. Across
our own county there has been a recent,
highly publicised case of a cocker spaniel
stolen from Chalfont St Giles in December,
who was fortunately found in Leeds in
February and returned to the owner by the
police.
Police forces everywhere have seen an
increase in dog theft during 2020 and
this is attributed, in large part, to a huge
increase in the demand for dogs during
the pandemic. In the month directly
after lockdown was announced, on-line
searches for “adopt a puppy” saw a rise of
133% according to data from Propellernet,
a digital marketing agency. With many
dog rescue centres closed during the
1st lockdown people were forced to
look elsewhere for a puppy. Many are
now open for re-homing (on a matching
service) so do contact them if you are still
looking for a dog.
The increased demand for puppies is also
likely to have led to an increase in puppy
farming and it is believed that many dogs
are stolen for that intention - to breed
more valuable puppies. This is where
the internet appears to work against us
as it is so easy to find spurious websites
showing adorable puppies for sale with
little background to the dog themselves.
So what can we all do to try to protect
ourselves and our much loved canine

companions?
Firstly, only buy
a puppy from a
recognised licenses
breeder – this is
sometimes harder to
find when a breed is
not registered with
the Kennel club, but
a bit of local research should give you a
good indication of a reputable breeder,
particularly those of cross breeds like
a Cockerpoos or Malti-poos. The Dogs
Trust www.Dogstrust.com advocate that a
puppy should not leave its mother under 8
weeks of age and ideally suggest that you
view the puppy with its mother/siblings.
Further advice is from The Dogs Trust
website:
•

•

Make sure your dog has a tag with your
contact details on in the event they get
lost. Also, and this is mandatory now,
make sure they are micro-chipped
and what’s more that the microchip is
registered to you when it is checked.
You will be amazed at how many
dogs are microchipped by a breeder
but not subsequently registered to
their owners. The Dogs Trust can also
advise you on this.
Whilst this seems really obvious make
sure your garden is secure and that
your dog is safe in your own garden.
The Dogs Trust advises - don’t leave
your pooch unattended in the garden
and keep all windows and doors
locked when you go out. Also avoid
identifying that there is a dog in the
house, by a lead left on the front porch
for example or toys in the garden.

•

Good training to ensure your dog is
next to you when walking off lead or
returns quickly on recall can keep your
dog safe.

•

Never leave a dog tied up outside
a shop or alone in a car, as this is
easy picking for the opportunist
Dognapper.

•

Having a dog spayed or neutered will
make them less valuable to potential
illegal breeders.

•

If you are fortunate to have a litter
of puppies be very careful where you
advertise and avoid letting people
know that you have these valuable
puppies in your house.

•

When you do come to sell any puppies
try to make sure you know who you
are letting into your home.

•

When out walking be aware of the
situation you place yourself in. It is
easier for someone else to steal your
dog if there is no-one else around
and they can escape quickly to a
parked vehicle. Many of the incidents
of attempted dog theft claim the
perpetrator
escaped in a van.

Finally, the majority
of dog owners living
locally enjoy an
incident free happy life
with their dogs whilst
walking on our lovely
green spaces in Gerrards Cross, so please
do take a few precautions and continue
to enjoy your canine companions in our
beautiful surroundings.

Gerrards Cross Conservation Volunteers - Anna Sullivan
Gerrards Cross Conservation Volunteers come together on the
third Saturday of each month to give a morning to help maintain
the Commons in Gerrards Cross. Made up of adults of all ages
that use the Commons, new volunteers are always welcome. The
work involved is a lot like gardening work but for the benefit of
the community, and is very sociable too.
The challenges of the virus over the last twelve months have made
the Commons even more valuable as a place to be outside and be
among nature without going too far from home. The volunteers
have found the pause in our gatherings difficult; we miss its
regularity and the chance to give a little to the community, and
to see friends. We are all looking forward to coming together
again soon. I’ve been lucky enough to lead the group for the last
few years following Bill Collins who helped establish and provided
leadership for many early years. Coming together each month has
provided a place for people to meet neighbours they might not

otherwise have known while
getting to grips with the holly
and brambles of East Common
and improving the diversity
of tree species throughout.
Our efforts also provide
habitats for invertebrates and
encourage fungi, lichens and
mosses and some wildflowers, all while maintaining the varied
character found in different parts of the Commons.
If you would like to know more, please look at the Conservation
Volunteers page on the Town Council’s website and meet us at
the shed on East Common opposite the play area at 9:30 on the
third Saturday of the month. Tools are provided but bring your
own gloves. We hope our next opportunity to do our bit for the
Common will be April 17th.

Keep Britain Tidy Campaign
Gerrards Cross will be leading the way at the very start of Keep Britain Tidy’s Million Mile
Mission Spring campaign.
Following the success of our September’s clean back in 2020, WeAreGX are once again
working closely with Gerrards Cross Town Council, Gerrards Cross Community Association
and Buckinghamshire Council in preparing for our very own 4-day Spring Clean from Friday
28th to Monday 31st May inclusive. Last year saw over 50 volunteers help keep Gerrards
Cross tidy, including many from the Misbourne Matins and Gerrards Cross & Chalfont St Peter Rotary Clubs.
For more information and to volunteer even for just 1 hour across the 4 days please visit www.WeAreGX.org

GX Fun Run – 22 May 2022 - Save the date!
With the Government’s national vaccination programme now
well underway and cases of COVID 19 showing a decline in
most parts of the UK, the committee is optimistic that it will be
able to stage a comeback of the GX Fun Run in 2022.

lockdowns suffered in the past 12 months,
these valued local businesses will quickly
be successful in returning to their former
trading positions.

Whilst the date has yet to be confirmed, pending the country’s
continued progress in the fight against Coronavirus, it’s hoped
that 22 May 2022 will once more see the town bustling with
friends and families getting together for a day of community
fun and entertainment and of course, a spot of exercise for
the 1500 participants! Registrations for the 2020 Fun Run will
be honoured and exempt from any increase in fee that may
out of necessity, be imposed for new entrants to the event in
2022. Details of how to register and cost will be published on
our website; gxfunrun.org.uk closer to the confirmed date. We
have hugely appreciated the support received over the years
from all our sponsors and very much hope that despite the

Over the past 20 years, the Gerrards Cross
community, sponsors and volunteers
together have helped raise thousands of pounds in support
of local charities. Those that the committee chose to support
in 2020 will remain the same for the event in 2022 namely,
William’s fund, Liberty’s Legacy and Hearing Dogs for Deaf
People. We look forward to getting ‘back on track’ and raising
much needed funds for these charities in 2022 to help them
continue the work they do that makes such a difference to
people’s lives. So, pencil in your diary, the date of 22 May
2022 (to be confirmed later in this year) and let’s make the next
GX Fun Run the best ever!!

Chalfonts & Gerrards Cross Hospital - Hon. Secretary needed
Chalfonts & Gerrards Cross Hospital was opened nearly 150
years ago, on 19 June 1871. The League of Friends was formed
from the Linen League (which provided laundry, nightclothes and
repairs) in about 1952 and has supported the hospital, its staff
and patients since that time.
The League of Friends’ Committee has, over the years, fundraised and also administered the donations and legacies given
by grateful patients and their relatives and friends. It meets
monthly at the Hospital on the 3rd Tuesday at 2pm (in normal
times.)*
Our excellent honorary secretary who has been with us for 5
years, is retiring, and we are now looking for another willing
volunteer to take over her duties. The job mainly involves

taking the minutes at each meeting and typing them out, so
computer skills are necessary but it is not a very onerous or timeconsuming job. The meetings are interesting, friendly and often
light-hearted.
If you feel you would like to join us and become a trustee, to
help our wonderful community hospital in this way, please
contact the Chairman, Sara Sabine on
sarasabine@btinternet.com.
*Note: At the present time, of course, there are no “in person”
meetings. Our work is severely curtailed by Covid19 but we keep in
touch online and by telephone. Our funds are carefully tended by our
Honorary Treasurer who regularly keeps us informed of any changes.

Gerrards Cross Town Council Playground Survey 2021
We’re keen to know what residents and visitors think about the East Common Playground facilities and what
additions and changes we could make in the future to make it a more enjoyable space for our younger residents.
We invite you to please complete our survey.
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/8QN28G8
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