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Gerrards Cross Town Council Annual Town Meeting was held on Wednesday 10th April.

Mayor’s Report – Cllr Chris Brown
Since our last ATM in 2018, we have
welcomed aboard three new Councillors,
Liz Surkovic, John Palmiero and Andrew
Wood and are again up to our full
complement of twelve Councillors.
As you will all be aware, the Secretary
of State for Local Government has
decided that the County will be run by
a single Unitary authority from April
2020. One of the requirements for the
new Unitary Council is to expand the
devolution of county work to Town and
Parish Councils. Over the last two years,
as one of the more proactive councils in
Buckinghamshire, we have participated
in the Bucks County Council (BCC)
Devolution Steering Committee, looking
at additional work that councils can take
on. Devolved work has the advantage
that it is managed locally, meaning
quicker response times and work being
undertaken on an as-needed basis,
using our own contractors, all of which
adds up to improved services at reduced
costs.
With the Unitary Council, many new
projects could be on the table, including

highway maintenance, on and off street
car parking, libraries, street cleaning,
recycling, tree management, recycling,
health and well-being services, etc. For
the last four years we have undertaken
grass and hedge cutting, vegetation
cutback, and maintenance of street
furniture. This has now been extended
for a further year until the Unitary
Council takes over, but we fully expect
that this will continue. The work we
have done with BCC in this area means
we are in a position to take on and
improve more of these services with the
Unitary Council.
The Festivals Committee has been very
active. It is led by the local Rotary Clubs
supported by GXTC, Nunn Hayward,
BP Collins, St James Church, Waitrose
and Tescos. A successful Christmas
Festival was opened by comedian, Tom
O’Connor. 2018 marked the centenary
of the end of the First World War, with
an excellent display by the Royal British
Legion on West Common as well as an
exhibition in the Memorial Centre on
Remembrance Sunday.

We have been working closely with
our local neighbourhood police team,
looking at issues including anti-social
behaviour, drug abuse, theft and breakins and have now introduced a CCTV
system in the Town Centre to assist the
police.
Despite our efforts to return Wapseys
Wood Waste site to woodland and
agriculture, it remains open. The
application by Veolia for a Waste
Disposal facility was turned down by
BCC. Veolia has now appealed this
decision.
A big thank you to all our Town
Councillors for the hard work they have
put in over the last year. You can see
their contributions in the Committee
reports. Also, a big thank you from
the Town Council to all the volunteers
from many different organisations who
contribute to making Gerrards Cross
such a fabulous place to live. This report
would be incomplete without thanks to
our Town Clerk, Sue Moffat, who keeps
us all in order, ably supported by our
Asst. Clerk, Clair McCoy.

A summary of the 2018/19 committee reports can be found on pages 2,3 & 4 of this issue.

Dr Rosemary Jane Chambers
A Service of Remembrance for the life of Dr Rosemary Jane Chambers was held at
St James Church on March 18th. Our community, so saddened by the news of Dr
Chambers’ death, gathered to pay their respects, to hear about her extraordinary
and exemplary life and to remember and give thanks for her unstinting efforts to
keep Gerrards Cross a clean, tidy and pleasant place to live.
Donations collected in GX will be used to provide a fitting memorial for Dr
Chambers. (Picture by Anita Ross Marshall for Bucks Free Press)

Gerrards

Cllr Chris Brown

Cllr Hellen Orme

Finance and General Purposes
Committee
– Chairman, Cllr Ian Bayliss
Every year the Gerrards Cross Town Council (GXTC)
approve the yearly budget to set the expenditure for the
following year. This budget is proposed by the Finance
and General Purposes (F&GP) Committee who manages
the expenditure against the planned budget and advises
if any modifications need to be made. It also ensures
that proper financial records are maintained and audited.
The accounts are audited every 3 months by an internal
auditor. In addition they are externally audited when all
actuals are known.
GXTC carries out various services and manages special
projects for the benefit and on behalf of the residents of
Gerrards Cross. These include the essential services of
maintaining the Commons, the Camp and footpaths as
well as certain lighting and highway matters for which it
has responsibility.

Cllr Ian Bayliss

Cllr Jaspal Chhokar

Commons Committee
– Chairman, Cllr Hellen Orme
The Commons Committee manages our green open spaces; East and
West Commons; Latchmoor Pond and New Pond, various footpaths
and the Camp. Year round upkeep, maintenance and annual projects
ensures that these oases continue to make Gerrards Cross an attractive
place to live and work. Our green amenities contribute positively to
maintaining healthy lifestyles, add to emotional and physical well-being
and are much used by residents and visitors alike. Our 2018/19 activities
included:
•

Annual Woodland Management Plan - East and West Common
holly clearance and thinning of selected areas plus ongoing tree
safety inspections and consultation.

•

Edging up of West Common footpaths to remove encroaching grass
and weeds. We will monitor footpaths annually on both Commons.

•

East Common has a new
footpath connecting with
existing paths and gives
residents a smooth path suitable
for all, running parallel to the
Memorial Centre and finishing
near the Playground. On the
Camp another section of Fosse
clearance has been completed
plus removal of perimeter
brambles and scrub. Some
Veteran trees will receive branch
maintenance following a safety inspection.

•

The Playground area and equipment receives regular health &
safety checks plus annual checks by Recreational Services and
ROSPA, resulting in repairs and /or replacement parts /equipment.
The grass is regularly strimmed around all playground equipment.

Funds are also used to communicate and interact with
residents via VOICE, website, social media and notice
boards. The Town Council also considers and awards
grants to worthy causes which directly benefit the
residents of Gerrards Cross. The main ones currently
being the Gerrards Cross Community Association (GXCA),
Movers and Shakers and the Citizens Advice Bureau who
visit the Library monthly.
For 2019/20 Gerrards Cross Town Council have approved
a budget of £288k which is an increase of £7k from
2018/19. There are 4694 households in Gerrards Cross
so this represents an individual rise of about £2 per year
for band G.
The extra funds will be used as a contribution towards
the following:
Maintenance of flower troughs and hanging baskets
Extra Christmas lighting
Holly clearance
Contribution to pot hole repairs
Extension to the CCTV system
I would like to thank the Town Councillors, all volunteers,
who work very hard on behalf of the community to ensure
that funds are used to improve and enhance everybody’s
daily lives in a way which achieves value for money and
has a positive impact on the town.
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Cllr Norman Holmes

•

We no longer use chemical weed
control on the Commons. An
innovative non chemical hot foam
is used to control the regrowth
of Crassula Helmslii (a non-native
succulent) which grows vigorously
around the edges of both ponds.

Cllr John O’Keeffe

Cllr John Palmiero

Highways Committee – Chairman, Cllr Chris Brown
The Highways Committee looks after the
roads, pavements, urban footpaths and
lighting in Gerrards Cross. However, its
authority only extends to street lighting
in residential streets. Everything else
comes under Bucks County Council (BCC)
Highways Authority.
We have no formal arrangements with
BCC on Highways, other than for the items
below under Devolved Budget. This means
that any project we undertake can only
happen with the support and approval of
BCC. Highways projects are therefore very
time consuming and slow to implement.
Packhorse Road/Tesco Traffic Lights
- The removal of the Station Road traffic
lights as part of Phase 1 of the project
was completed last year. However, the
sequencing of the new pedestrian crossing
and the traffic lights at the Tesco junction
is still producing long tail-backs of traffic in
both directions at busy times.

Spring: New Pond water lily and reed
mace thinning will be carried out using
an amphibian rake boat. Latchmoor
Pond; some lesser vegetation removal.
Re-positioning of picnic tables in the
Playground area onto flag stones for a
more comfortable and cleaner place to
sit and enjoy.
A BIG Thank You to The Conservation
Volunteers who help to keep paths
clear, cut back overgrown undergrowth,
remove holly, dispose of litter, and
reopen glades.
An equally BIG Thank You to all you
‘anonymous litter pickers’ without
whom we would no doubt drown
in litter. If you want to join in, litter
grabbers are available from the Town
Council Office.

Cllr Peter Roberts

We have been pressing BCC to address
this for over a year and are currently in
discussion with them. Phase 2, which
includes resurfacing the road from the
raised section to the Tesco junction remains
outstanding. Neither BCC nor Tesco is
prepared to pay for this but we continue to
pursue.
Station Car Park - Chiltern and Network
Rail are still interested in progressing the
possibility of building a multi-storey car park
at Gerrards Cross Station and a feasibility
study is being planned. The Council has
offered to put up some initial funding to
kick start this project, but still waiting for
this to progress.
Station Road Car Park - The Council
recognised that there are major parking
issues for residents, shops and businesses
in the town centre. We were presented
with the proposal from South Bucks to
build a multi-storey car park. Although we
had some reservations, this was the only

viable option on the table to address the
problem and we agreed to support SBDC’s
decision to go ahead. We understand from
SBDC that this will start next year.
CCTV - We have now installed a new
CCTV camera system, currently covering
Packhorse Road. This effectively replaces
the old CCTV that was removed some
years ago with new technology. Please
note CCTV footage from this can only be
accessed by the police. Depending on the
success of this project, we have budgeted
for additional cameras to be installed at
strategic locations next year.
Devolved Highways Work - The Council
was one of the first to take up the Devolved
Budget scheme from BCC four years ago.
This included grass and hedge cutting in 30
and 40 mph zones, vegetation removal and
sign cleaning. It has been very successful
and cost effective and we plan to continue.
We are assured that this will be continued
when the Unitary Council takes over.
We are currently one of the first town
councils to participate in a “Potholes” pilot
project with BCC. This involves filling noncritical potholes on non-A and B roads in
Gerrards Cross within the limited budget
available.
Packhorse Road Bridge - A number
of residents asked about making the side
of the Packhorse Road railway bridge
opposite Tesco more attractive. We have
now replaced the two dilapidated notice
boards and installed flower troughs on the
bridge
We have successfully achieved grant
funding from Denham and Gerrards Cross
Local Area Forum towards two feasibility
studies: for a zebra crossing at the junction
of Mill Lane and East Common for school
children access to Moreland Drive school
and for a raised footway on Marsham Lane
bridge.

Meeting

Cllr Teresa Scott

Cllr Elizabeth Surkovic
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Cllr Jennifer Woolveridge

Planning Committee – Chairman, Cllr Jaspal Chhokar
The Planning Committee has continued to
hold two meetings every month to ensure
we can look at and comment on every
planning application affecting Gerrards
Cross.
The number of applications looked at per
meeting can fluctuate between 10 and
30 depending on how many have been
submitted in that period. Due to this high
volume, all councillors are on the Planning
Committee.
Where possible, a councillor will carry
out a site visit and if necessary meet with
affected neighbours before presenting
the application to our Committee. We will
then decide on our comments to be sent
to the District Council, who will make the
final decision on the application.
We would encourage residents who
comment directly to the District Council
to copy GXTC in on any emails (clerk@
gerrardscross.gov.uk).
An analysis of planning applications
reviewed in 2018 shows that:
1. We considered 377 planning
applications (105 of those being

applications involving work to trees).
305 of these have now been decided.
2. Approximately 81% of the decisions
of the District Council accord with
our views on the application – this
consists of 88% for tree works and
77.5% for building and change of use
applications.
3. Last year the rate was 91% for tree
works and 81% for building and
change of use applications so there
has been a small drop in correlation.
4. Of the decisions which do not match
our views, the majority of these are
cases where we have objected but
permission has been granted.
We ensure that any objections we make
are with reference to the planning policies
of the District Council and are encouraged
to see that generally our views reflect
theirs.
If during development work taking place
residents become aware of possible
breaches of the permission granted,
we would ask them to inform us at the
email address above and also the District

GX Conservation Volunteers
The Conservation Volunteers meet once a month at 9.30am (except
August and December). All tools, yellow safety jackets and gloves
are provided. We meet at the hut on East Common on the third
Saturday in the month, when the programme of work is explained
and new volunteers are invited to look at the safety work sheets.
There are usually 12-15 of us and we are always pleased to see
new volunteers. We break for coffee and biscuits at half time and
it is great to see new friendships formed as we put the world to
rights.
Huge thanks go to Bill Collins who lead the group for many years and
who has now retired. His wife Pat still helpfully brings out refreshments
for the break, to wherever we are working. We now have a new
leader she is Anna Sullivan and her phone number is 01753 429313.
Anna’s email is anna_sullivan@outlook.com

Council’s
enforcement
department
(enforcements@chilternandsouthbucks.
gov.uk). The enforcement department
relies on receiving such information as
they do not have the resources to actively
monitor every site.
As well as considering planning
applications, the Planning Committee has
also responded to various consultations
on a broad range of topics, including:
1. Heathrow Airport
2. Unauthorised encampments
3. The future of the interaction of
planning and building regulations
4. Submitting questions to SBDC
regarding planning issues we have
encountered
If anybody is interested in assisting
the Council with looking at planning
applications, we would encourage them to
apply to become an Associate Councillor
as this can be a good way of gaining
experience with a view to becoming a
Councillor in the future. Further details
regarding this can be obtained from the
Town Council office.

Gerrards Cross Neighbourhood Plan – Latest News!
The latest work from the Steering Group included a Community
Questionnaire which was distributed to around 3400 local
households and businesses in November 2018. The response
represented approximately 5% of the population, with 419 replies.
An incentive was offered for the return of the questionnaire and
£100 prizes were won by three lucky residents.

action for the Steering Group, therefore, is to
find other ways of engaging with such age
groups so as to achieve a fair representation
of opinions. Eventually a draft Neighbourhood Plan will be proposed
to all in Gerrards Cross in the form of a local referendum, following
which, after external examination, it will pass into law.

The response, whilst encouraging, was not entirely representative
of the local population, with some younger age groups not having
offered as many opinions as would be necessary to reflect an
accurate cross section of the Gerrards Cross population. The next

If you would like to know anything about the Neighbourhood
Plan, please contact the Steering Group on its website:
https://gxplan.co.uk

Exhibition & Commemoration
The GX 100 commemorative exhibition
was held in the Colston Hall after a very
poignant Remembrance Day Service at
Gerrards Cross War Memorial. Hundreds
of residents attended the event, those
who had been at the service and those
who joined later. The feedback received by
the organisers, Martin Baker and Charlie
Lister, was extremely positive. Attendees
were very appreciative that the lives of
those who had died had been individually
documented and where possible illustrated.
The exhibition enabled many to tell the
stories of their family members during the
Great War both from Gerrards Cross and
beyond.
To capture as many memories as possible
the website will remain open for two years.
We ask all those who would like their
memories included to contact us. We will

use the Absent Voters Lists 1918 & 1919
which details all the military residents
and their addresses to plot the histories
researched against the relevant home.
We also welcome histories from
countries whom we fought against.
This will take forward the spirit of the
commemoration of the Great War and
reflect the presence in Gerrards Cross
of residents from all over the world.
Eventually we would like to produce a
permanent record of the Fallen Heroes
of Gerrards Cross and other related
memories and histories.
In January Maltmans Green School hosted
the GX100 exhibition for a week which
proved successful and we would be
delighted to lend it to other organisations.

Contact details:
Web site https://www.gx100.online/
e-Mail 1918gx100@gmail.com
Supported by a grant from Gerrards Cross
Town Council.

GX Community
Library
The library would like to thank
Waitrose Gerrards Cross and
its customers for the collection
of tokens enabling us to buy
a brand new carpet for the
children’s library.

Join us and the Easter Bunny at
The Memorial Centre, Gerrards Cross
from 2pm on Easter Sunday 21st April

The library is keen to expand its
activities and would welcome
some more volunteers. We
are especially keen to find
volunteers who can lead a 30
minute nursery rhyme session
once a week.

Café opens at 2pm
Easter Egg hunt at 2.30pm
Raffle at 3.30pm with prizes
including a giant Easter Egg
Entry Children £1, Adults free
This event is supported by

Under
5s
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child th prize for th
e
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Please pop in to the library for
a chat with the library manager
or library supervisor if you
would like to find out more &
help in your library.

Dates for your Diary
Event

Date

Location

Time

Cost

Easter Egg Hunt

Sunday
21st April

GXCA – Memorial Centre, East Common. Join the Easter Bunny for a
scamper around the grounds searching for Easter eggs. Café will be
open and there will be a raffle and prizes.

2pm (doors open)

£1 / child

Comedy Night

GXCA – Memorial Centre, East Common. A lively evening of short
Friday
sharp wit and award winning performers. Tickets are £15pp plus
26th April
booking fee from www.ticketsource.co.uk/gxca

£15 /
8:00pm (Bar opens person (plus
at 7:00pm)
booking
fee)

GX Conservation
Volunteers

Saturday Meet at the GXTC wooden shed on East Common, opposite the
27th April playground (next to Colston Court)

9:30am – 12:30pm Free

Citizens Advice Bureau

Thursday
2nd May

11am – 1pm

Free

Antiques Fair

GXCA – Memorial Centre, East Common
Sunday
Over 35 dealers offering a superb range of quality antiques. Parking
12th May
on site. Café open for refreshments.

10am – 3pm

£1

GX Conservation
Volunteers

Saturday
18th May

Meet at the GXTC wooden shed on East Common, opposite the
playground (next to Colston Court)

9:30am – 12:30pm Free

Ceilidh Dance & BBQ

Saturday
1st June

GXCA – Memorial Centre, East Common
This Summer we are holding our first Ceilidh Dance and BBQ event.
For more information on this event please contact Michaela –
Michaela@gxca.org.uk or call 01753 883759.

7pm – 11pm

£18 /
person (plus
booking
fee)

Citizens Advice Bureau

Thursday
6th June

GX Community Library, Station Road
CAB advisor at the library – just drop in

11am – 1pm

Free

Antiques Fair

Sunday
9th June

GXCA – Memorial Centre, East Common
Over 35 dealers offering a superb range of quality antiques. Parking
on site. Café open for refreshments.

10am – 3pm

£1

Friday Night Live with
“Collusion”

GXCA – Memorial Centre, East Common
Friday
Join us for another Friday Night Live with local band ‘Collusion’, a
7:30pm – 11pm
14th June local blues and rock band. Music includes covers of well-known, rock
and pop songs from the ‘60s onwards

Free

GX Conservation
Volunteers

Saturday Meet at the GXTC wooden shed on East Common, opposite the
15th June playground (next to Colston Court)

9:30am - 12:30pm

Free

Citizens Advice Bureau

Thursday
4th July

GX Community Library, Station Road
CAB advisor at the library – just drop in

11am – 1pm

Free

GX Conservation
Volunteers

Saturday
20th July

Meet at the GXTC wooden shed on East Common, opposite the
playground (next to Colston Court)

9:30am – 12:30pm Free

GX Community Library, Station Road
CAB advisor at the library – just drop in

Become a Role Model
Girlguiding in Gerrards Cross needs adults
to help at Brownies.
We are looking to build a team of 2-3
people to support the Brownie leader of
3rd Gerrards Cross Brownies.
The unit meet on a Tuesday evening from
5.45 – 7pm. For further information
contact Alison Leah 01753 883703 or
girlguidinggxde@yahoo.co.uk

Note GXCA is the Gerrards Cross Community Association,
8 East Common SL9 7AD www.gxca.org.uk
For more information, visit the GXCA website,
e-Mail office@gxca.org.uk or call
Michaela Dean on 01753-883759.
GXCA also includes the
Memorial Centre and Colston Hall
www.colstonhallgx.com
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