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Gerrards Cross Annual Town meeting
Come along to the Annual Town Meeting at 7.30pm on Wednesday 11th April at the Colston
Hall, East Common. Hosted by Gerrards Cross Town Council.
This is your chance to hear about activities over the past 12 months, and plans for 2018-2019.
You can ask questions, and have your say. Light refreshments will be provided.

Neighbourhood Plan progressing at pace!
Work on the Gerrards Cross Neighbourhood Plan was
started a year ago and much has happened since then. The
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, made up entirely of
local people, has been working extremely hard to ensure that
views about the future of Gerrards Cross are received from
all residents, businesses, organisations and local workers.
Whilst the scope of any Neighbourhood Plan is controlled
by legislation, there are considerable opportunities for local
people to determine the future of the town.
Amongst other lines of communication, the Steering Group
distributed information leaflets to all homes in Gerrards Cross
and e-Mailed as
many addresses
as were available,
inviting everyone
to a ‘Community
Drop-In Event’ at
the Guide HQ in
November.

In time, ‘Theme Groups’ will be established to look in more
detail at elements of the Plan, and residents will have an
opportunity to be involved here. Eventually, following the
production of the final draft, the Neighbourhood Plan will be
presented to the local population in the form of a referendum.
The Steering Group have produced a website which explains
in more detail the work it has accomplished so far, and it
enables any ideas or thoughts to be passed for inclusion in
the Plan as it evolves. Residents can also offer to help, or
simply ask questions. Please contact the Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group via the ‘Help Us’ page at www.gxplan.
co.uk.

Here, thoughts
and ideas were given by the hundreds of people attending on
topics such as: Town Centre, Housing, Traffic and Transport,
Environment and Leisure, Community & Health.
All this information is being analysed and will contribute
towards the final version of the Neighbourhood Plan.
However, there is still much work to do and the Steering
Group welcomes more feedback.

We all have a stake in the future of Gerrards Cross so please
feel free to make contact.

GX100 - Erratum
November 2018 will see the 100th anniversary of the end of World War One.
The fallen heroes connected with GX are being researched, and there will be
an important exhibition at The Memorial Centre 9th to 11th November 2018.
Did you have any Ancestors or family members living in GX during WW1? Would you like to help with this research project?
Here is a revised contact e-Mail address 1918gx100@gmail.com or 07779-236340.

To qualify as a potential Councillor, you must be:
•
•

At least 18 years old.
Be a British citizen, an eligible Commonwealth citizen or
a citizen of any member state of the European Union, and
meet at least one of the following four qualifications:
• You are, and will continue to be, registered as a local
government elector in Gerrards Cross.
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Gerrards Cross Town Council (GXTC) are recruiting for two
new Town Councillors to bring us to our full complement of
twelve Councillors. The role of a Councillor is voluntary, and
unpaid. As part of the team you will normally attend meetings
such as Highways, Commons, Planning, Finance, Speeding &
Parking and Communications, typically one or more meetings
each week, usually on a Monday evening, and sometimes day
time meetings. Councillors must be impartial, objective and
fair, and be able to give a view about things which are for the
good of the Gerrards Cross Community.
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Could you be a
Town Councillor?
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Gerrards Cross
Town Council

You have occupied as owner or tenant any land or
other premises in the Gerrards Cross area during the
whole of the 12 months before your appointment.
• Your main or only place of work during the 12
months prior to the day of your appointment is
within Gerrards Cross.
• You have lived in the parish/community area or
within three miles of it during the whole of the 12
months before your appointment.
This is a short summary of the requirements; for full details
contact the Town Clerk. Certain people may be ineligible to be
a Town Councillor, for example if you have a criminal record or
have been bankrupt; please ask for more details. Candidates
will be interviewed for the positions. Please contact Sue
Moffat, Town Clerk for details: clerk@gerrardscross.gov.uk
or 01753-888018, or if you like an informal chat about being
a Councillor, please contact GXTC Chairman Chris Brown at
chris.brown@gerrardscross.gov.uk or 07980-543378.

Colston Hall
Set on the edge of Gerrards Cross, adjacent to East Common, Colston
Hall is in a perfect location, and is available for all sorts of events. Did
you know you have such a beautiful venue right on your doorstep ?
Colston Hall is part of the Gerrards Cross Community Association, and
is a not for profit organisation, and here for the use of the community.
All the monies from events go to cover the upkeep of the building and
running costs.
The original house, thought to have been built in 1821, is a unique
grade two listed building. Colston Hall has been the host of many
events including, fundraising events, summer fairs, and afternoon
teas since it became the Community Association in 1947. For further
information on the Colston Hall please visit www.colstonhallgx.com or
e-Mail info@colstonhallgx.com. The team can offer you professional
advice.
The Colston Hall also hosts many community events such as the
Comedy Night, Quiz Night, Bollywood evening, attic sale, the extremely
popular jumble sale, musical evenings and the Christmas Pantomime.
For more information on upcoming events visit www.gxca.org.uk.
If you want to get more involved with the Association then you can
become a volunteer
and help out at events.
If you become a
member you will find
out about the latest
news and upcoming
events before anyone
else. Pop in to see
us, or e-Mail office@
gxca.org.uk or call on
01753-883759.

•

GX Town
Councillor
awarded an
OBE
We are very pleased to announce that Gerrards Cross
Town Councillor Teresa Scott has been awarded an
OBE in the 2018 New Year’s Honours list for her
lifelong services to Entrepreneurship & Employability.
Teresa
is
the
inspirational founder
of Kennedy Scott, an
organisation
which
helps individuals with
disabilities and mental
health issues find jobs
and realise their career
potential. As a highly
respected
industry
figure and tireless
campaigner,
Teresa
has been recognised
for three decades of dedication to the training and
employability support sector.
Upon being named in the New Year’s Honours list,
Teresa commented: ‘I am humbled to be recognised
in the New Year’s Honours list but I believe this
award really is recognition of our organisation’s
pursuit and dedication to employment opportunities
for all’.

Proposed Industrial Development on
Gerrards Cross Green Belt
GX Town Council and many GX Residents were looking
forward to the final closure of the Wapseys Wood gravel
extraction and waste landfill site on the A40 on 31st
December 2017. This would mark the end of the heavy lorry
access to the site and the appalling odours from the waste.
It would also mean the restoration of this Green Belt land
to agriculture and woodland, with the reinstatement of the
various footpaths and bridleways connecting Gerrards Cross
with Hedgerley and beyond. This was long overdue, as the
original closing date should have been in the year 2000.
However, in 2016, Veolia, the owners of the Wapseys
Wood site, submitted a planning application to continue

their operations by introducing a Waste Recovery and
Anaerobic Digestion Facility. Gerrards Cross Town Council
opposed this application on the grounds that the new
incinerator near Aylesbury was designed to accommodate
all of Buckinghamshire’s waste over the next 30 years. The
GXTC Chairman presented arguments at the Bucks County
Council (BCC) Development Control Committee meeting on
27th November 2017, and the application was unanimously
refused by the Committee.
BCC has now received a new restoration plan from Veolia,
asking to keep the site open for another four years, in the
hope that the new BCC Minerals and Waste Local Plan will be
adopted during this time, and will allow
Veolia to justify the resubmitting of their
application.
Despite the fact that the site restoration
was supposed to be completed by the
end of 2017, BCC has taken no action
to enforce this breach of the original
planning application. Gerrards Cross
Town Council has recommended that this
new application is refused once again
because this restoration, which was due
to start in early 2017 and last for one
year, should not take a further four years.

Mapping our Green Infrastructure
Last year the Commons Committee agreed to budget for the purchase of additional software to enable us to ‘map’ trees and other
assets on the Commons and the Camp. Using GIS technology (Geographic Information System), a mapping system which captures
the exact location of anything, in our case trees, but also benches, bins, dog bins and any asset on our public spaces.
An expert contractor has recently carried out a survey of ‘Veteran and Special or Noteworthy Trees’ on East & West Common and
the Camp using a handheld GIS device. Each ‘mapped’ tree has an individual profile which allows planning for its future health.
This information is then downloaded onto a spreadsheet and from there onto a mapping system which will allow us quickly and
efficiently to:
•

•
•
•
•

Record species, genus, botanical name, coordinates, maturity,
height, spread, stem diameter, number of stems, inspection date,
condition comments, work needed or recommendations, and the
next inspection date.
Highlight special or noteworthy trees which will be our future
‘Veteran Trees’ (trees of great age, size or condition).
Monitor any damage or disease, allowing us to concentrate on
good management and maintenance.
Plan possible ‘halo’ treatment by gradually preventing overcrowding.
Highlight variety of trees, and help create a plan for increases in
diversity.

The next phase of this mapping process will identify ‘succession’ trees
which can then be monitored as they grow into Special or Noteworthy
trees, and so on to Veteran Trees.
We all understand the important contribution of trees to any urban
environment. This technology will help us to maintain our green
infrastructure in the future.

Exercise will help keep you fit and well!
The Bucks County Council and Bucks Health programme ‘Health and Well Being in Bucks’ www.healthandwellbeingbucks.
org/home encourages all residents to look after their own wellbeing, and part of this is the ‘Get Active’ programme.
Being active has been hailed as the ‘miracle medicine’ by many doctors, patients and residents alike due its ability to let us have
fun whilst improving our life expectancy, reducing our risk of becoming ill and its positive effects on our mental wellbeing.
It can fit around our daily lives, can be undertaken on our own or with friends & family, and it’s never too late to start! The question
isn’t why you should be active – the question is why not?
Here in Gerrards Cross we are fortunate to have many opportunities to stay active, whatever your age, even if you are not as fit
and as fast as you might have been a few years ago.

Simply Walk
Simply Walk offers social walks every Tuesday morning, starting
at the Community Association on East Common.
At 10.30am there is a 90-minute walk, at a reasonable pace, and
at 11.15am there is a 45-minute ‘leisure’ walk on level ground,
and at an easy pace. Both finish at midday at the Community
Association café, where you can have coffee or lunch, and a
chat with fellow walkers.
For more information call 01494-475367, or see www.
buckscc.gov.uk/services/environment/exploring-thecountryside/simply-walk.

Running Sisters
Running Sisters is for the ladies. They are a very friendly group of women of all ages who enjoy the
company of other women who like to run.
Running Sisters meet every Thursday at 7pm, throughout the year, rain or shine, and participate in
running events as well as other informal runs.
The start point is also at the Community Association, East Common. More information here at
www.runningsisters.com/gerrards-cross.

Nordic Walking
Nordic Walking is new in Gerrards Cross, and takes
place on Monday mornings at 10am on East Common,
starting opposite the Community Association.
For your first session free, here is a link for a voucher
http://activebucks.co.uk/activity/nordicwellbeing-walking-2/

If you prefer other types of exercise, the opportunities within GX are endless.
Two tennis clubs, an active cricket club (www.gxcc.co.uk), hockey club, kids football, tennis courts at GXCA as well as squash
courts, the gym adjacent to the Community Association with lots of classes, also Yoga and Pilates classes at the Library and Guide
HQ, and things like indoor bowls and dance classes at GXCA, as well as fitness classes for 50+ people.
And at the Methodist Church in Oak End Way you
can get involved in ‘Movers and Shakers’.

Som e t h in g for eve r yon e!

GX Fun Run
And finally, the famous GX Fun Run is coming up soon. Either sign up to take part in the run, or come along on the day to watch
the run, and enjoy all sorts of family fun. This is a fantastic event raising funds for very worthy charities.

Walkies? And not
just for dogs
We are lucky in GX to have some fantastic walks on our
immediate doorstep. The most popular are on East Common,
West Common, The Camp (off Windsor Road), Bulstrode
Park, Austenwood Common, Gold Hill and parts of Chalfont
Park, all within a mile or so of Gerrards Cross town centre.
Please don’t forget to clear up after your dog.
But did you know we have at least five other fantastic walking
areas within a few miles’ drive of GX?
Three are managed by Bucks County Council and
include Black Park (SL3 6DS), Denham Country Park
(UB9 5PG), and Langley Park (SL0 0LS). All have
car parking, café facilities, WC and baby change,
children’s playgrounds and events throughout the
year. The other two sites are owned and managed
by the Corporation of London. Burnham Beeches
(SL2 3PS) which is adjacent to Farnham Common,
and has parking, café and WC facilities. Also Stoke
Common, a mile or so south of Gerrards Cross,
which is a very natural area of open wetland heath
and is a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).
Access is from Gerrards Cross is by taking Windsor
Road, heading towards Stoke Poges; go under the

M40 and continue for about a mile, pass the Fox & Pheasant
pub and take the next left at the traffic lights. Continue for
about 400m and parking is on the right in a lay-by. There are
no facilities at Stoke Common, aside from fresh air, nature,
and tranquil heathland.
For more information, details of open times and facilities:
ht tp:// w w w.buc k scc .gov.u k /ser vices /
culture-and-leisure/country-parks/
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/greenspaces/burnham-beeches-and-stoke-common/Pages/
default.aspx
Where are your favourite walks near Gerrards Cross? Let the
Editor know.

West Common Picnic Benches
Two picnic benches on West Common were removed shortly
before Christmas for re-furbishment, and to allow the ground
to recover; they will be re-instated in the spring, but maybe
in different locations. For some years there have been
frequent occurrences of Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) around
these benches by groups of youths known to the authorities.
This ASB happens throughout much of the year and includes
alleged drug use and the lighting of illegal fires.
In October, the Police suggested removing the vandalised
picnic benches for some months to make it less ‘appealing and
comfortable for the youths involved’. One thing made clear
by the Police was that it is essential that anybody observing
ASB on the Commons, or anywhere else in Gerrards Cross,

must report this to the Police. If
enough complaints are received
they will have more evidence on
hand to help them to establish a
‘Public Space Protection Order’.
If you experience any ASB on the Commons, or anywhere
else in Gerrards Cross please call 101 as soon as possible. If
it is serious, then call 999 for an immediate police response.
Another method of reporting ASB is to follow the link below
and fill out the form. This method of reporting is simple, and
you will normally get a response.
http://www.southbucks.gov.uk/article/7329/Anti-socialBehaviour

Gerrards Cross Iron Age Camp and the Fosse
Bulstrode Camp is one of the best kept secrets in Gerrards
Cross, and is located off Windsor Road, and can be reached
via a footpath from Camp Road. The Camp lies to the south
east of Bulstrode House, and it is a large open circular area
with oaks growing on the banks. It is the largest hill fort in
Buckinghamshire, covering 26.4 acres, and it originally would
have stood on an unwooded plateau, and would have been
visible from some distance, dominating the surrounding
countryside.
The Camp’s defences consist of a double rampart with an
inner and outer ditch. These ditches are known as ‘The
Fosse’ and due to the passage of time, have largely filled up.
Originally it is reckoned that the fosse was about 12 feet deep,
all having been dug by hand with flints and antlers. Most hill
forts have two entrances but the Bulstrode Camp has five.
It is thought that the Duke of Portland during the time he
lived at Bulstrode House altered some of the topography. The
Duke commissioned Humphry to redesign the ‘Rural Rides’
to show off his estate to its best advantage, and to make it
seem even bigger than it was. The most plausible theory is
that hillforts were used as places of refuge in times of danger
and not for permanent use as no evidence has been found
of a settlement or farming. Another theory was that hillforts
were used as centres for ceremonial and religious activities, or
a meeting point for tribal or family groups in the Chiltern and
middle Thames area, or a summer camp for stock movement
or control.
Most of The Camp was acquired by the then Gerrards
Cross Parish Council in the early 1950s for preservation

as an ‘Ancient Monument and a
Public Open Space for the rest and
recreation of the Parishioners’.
The Camp is a Scheduled Site, listed
under the Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Areas Act of 1979.
No works of any kind affecting the
site can be carried out without the
prior consent of the Secretary of State for the Environment,
who is also required to consult with English Heritage before
making any decision that would affect the site. The County
Field Archaeologist would also normally be notified. It is an
offence for any person to use a metal detector on the site
without the consent of the Secretary of State. Digging on the
Camp is not permitted, nor is the lighting of fires or BBQs, and
camping is not permitted.
The Camp and the Fosse are regularly inspected by Town
Councillors and clearance works are undertaken on an annual
basis. The Fosse is currently blocked by weed trees and debris;
the work to clear this area is slow and expensive so the Town
Council commission blocks of clearance works on an annual
basis. A lot of work has been carried out in recent months.
Please feel free to explore the Camp and find the Fosse for
yourself. If you are a dog walker please clear up after your
dog, and put waste in the bins provided. Further information
can be obtained from several books, eg Audrey Baker’s
‘The History of Bulstrode’, and a booklet is available in the
Town Council office. The information sign at the Camp Road
entrance will be upgraded and replaced very shortly.

GX Photo Competition
We are launching a photo competition for 2018. The theme
will be ‘Gerrards Cross’, and photographs can be on virtually
any subject matter related to Gerrards Cross. All images will
need to be in digital format, photographed by you, and not
subject to any sort of copyright. Images will be typically 2MB
or more, and technically good. We may edit images, and

Copyright will be © GXTC 2018.
We will be adding these to our
Gerrards Cross photo library and
will be using some shots for our
web site or publications. Guidelines and details of how to
submit your entries will be published on the GXTC website.

News in Brief

The GX Classic Car Show

Following its inaugural show in
August 2009, the Gerrards Cross
Classic Car Show will be back
for its 10th successive year on
Wednesday 8th August 2018 from
midday, you are invited to mingle amongst classic cars,
vans and motorcycles of yesteryear at the Memorial Centre
grounds, East Common. Hold the date!

Residents Associations
and Neighbourhood Watch
schemes
Are you involved with a Residents
Association or Neighbourhood Watch
scheme in Gerrards Cross? The Town
Council are keen to update their database on such schemes,
including key contact names and contact details. This is so
we can drop you occasional messages about things relevant
to your area within GX, eg highway repair plans, requests
for feedback about defective street lights, or we may want
to ask you questions about your part of town. If you are part
of such an Association or Neighbourhood Watch scheme
please let our Town Clerk Sue Moffat clerk@gerrardscross.
gov.uk have some details, including the area it covers, your
name, a contact e-Mail address and phone number.

Are you a Good Neighbour?

A new carpet for the
Library, and visit the
Tour Bus
Spring is in the air and your Community Library has lots to
offer in 2018. We need to say ‘Thank you’ several times. Our
thanks to the members of the Chalfonts and Gerrards Cross
Camera Club for a sensational exhibition of their work. And
we would also like to thank Waitrose Gerrards Cross Branch
for their Community support & giving us the opportunity of
Fundraising for a new carpet for the Children’s library area.
On Thursday 24th May there will be an opportunity for carers
of those with dementia to understand more about what
having dementia means through a simulation on the Virtual
Dementia Tour Bus. There is a charge of £5 per person for
each session which can be booked in the library. There will be
three sessions, each lasting a total of 2.5 hours; e-Mail us for
more details at lib-gex@buckscc.gov.uk
Finally, a reminder of some regular events :
•
•
•
•

Bounce & Rhyme for pre-schoolers every Friday 10.2010.45am (term time only).
Story time for under 8’s Every Friday 4-4.30pm.
Citizens Advice Bureau on the first Thursday in the month
11am-1pm.
Au Pair’s Coffee Mornings - meet up & make new friends
on the second Tuesday in the month 11am-midday.

Following successful events last year, we will have another
Quiz Night and Bridge Afternoon organised by the Friends
of Gerrards Cross Library with dates to be confirmed. For
immediate daily updates follow us on Twitter at #gxlibrary.

Many of us want to help our elderly or
frail neighbours but we may not always
be sure how to go about it, or even
whether it’s appropriate. After all, no
one wants to seem nosy or interfering,
but a few simple steps can make a world of difference to
someone who may be reluctant to ask for help themselves.
•
•

•
•

Say “Hello” - life is busy, but just saying “Hello” or
having a brief conversation with an elderly or frail
neighbour can make a huge difference.
Don’t forget to ask - not everyone likes to ask for help
but it doesn’t mean they don’t need it. So, if you see
an elderly or frail neighbour, don’t forget to ask if they
need anything.
Have they got their medicines?
Are they able to get essentials?

Know the signs - look for signs that your neighbour may
need help. Are their curtains still drawn? Is their milk still
on the door step or are newspapers still in the letterbox ?
It’s easy to be a good neighbour! What seems like a little
thing to you may have enormous benefit to someone who
is lonely or isolated; it really does feel good to help people.
If you are concerned about your neighbour then call 01296383204

Anyone for Golf?
A date for your diary if you are a golfer. The annual Charity
Golf Day organised by the Rotary Clubs of Gerrards Cross
and Chalfont St Peter and Misbourne Matins is being held on
Friday afternoon 31st August at the Gerrards Cross Golf Club.
Do block the date in your diary. £320 per four ball, including
dinner. Tee time 1pm.
Contact dlhall@doctors.org.uk for details and reserve your
slot. Course information at www.gxgolf.co.uk/course_
description

Dates for your Diary
Event

Date

Location

Gerrards Cross Town
Council Annual Town
Meeting

Wednesday
11th April

GXCA Colston Hall. Get an update from GX Town
Council on what has been achieved in 2017-2018, and 7.30pm
what is planned for the future. Refreshments provided.

Free

Book Fair

14th April

GXCA. 1000’s of second hand and Antiquarian books
for sale.

10am – 4pm

£1 entry

Comedy Night

Friday 27th
April

GXCA. More lively comedians at 8pm. An evening of
laughter, including Matt Richardson. Book in advance
www.ticketsource.co.uk/gxca

Bar open from 7pm &
interval

£15 plus
booking fee

Community Council

17th May

GXCA Colston Hall, East Common. Community Council
meeting for GXCA members.

6.30m

Free

Jazz and Curry Night

18th May

GXCA. A sophisticated evening of Jazz music and a
curry, entertained by the ‘UPBEAT’ Jazz Band.
Tickets available, call 01753-883759 or e-Mail
office@gxca.org.uk

7.30pm for 8.30pm

£15 in advance
or £18 on the
door

GX Fun Run

Sunday 20th
May

East Common. Adult and children’s races, music, food
stalls, bar and fund & games for all the family.
For information go to www.gxfunrun.org.uk.

11am to 4pm

Race entry fee,
free to watch

Library Charity Trustees
AGM

23rd May

Offices of BP Collins, Station Road. Library users,
volunteers, friends and benefactors all welcome.
Refreshments provided.

6.30pm

Free

Thoroughly Modern Millie

30th May to
2nd June

GXCA Colston Hall. Jazz Musical. 07850-617775 for
details or book tickets via :
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/VPA

7.30pm & 2.30pm
matinee

£15 / £12 / £8

3 Day Soccer School

30th May to
1st June

GX C of E School, Moreland Drive. Years 1-6 with the
Ambassadors Soccer School.
Details: the2stjames.churchsuite.co.uk/events/bspilvd1

10am to 3pm

£30 per day

Feast of St Peter

Saturday 23rd
June

Gold Hill Common, Chalfont St Peter.
Stalls, funfair and concert. More information on
https://www.feastofstpeter.org/feast-day-2018

Afternoon and evening

Free

Cheshire Home Summer
Fair

7th July

Gerrards Cross Cheshire Home, 82 Packhorse Road. A
fun Summer Fair afternoon with plant stall, cake stall,
craft stall and a raffle.

2.30pm to 4.30pm

Free

Fuller Day Village Fête

7th July

Fulmer Village SL3 6HD.
Information: https://www.facebook.com/fulmerfete/

1.30pm to 5.30pm

Free

GX Summer School

23rd July to
3rd August

GX Community Association, East Common.
Details available now on
http://www.gxca.org.uk/summer-school/

All day, typically 10am4pm

£50 per course

Classic Car Show

Wednesday
8th August

The GX Classic Car Show will be back for its 10th
successive year! Details on: http://gxclassiccars.co.uk

Midday onwards

£2 adult, U14
free

Charity Golf Event

Friday 31st
August

GX Golf Club. A Charity Golf Day organised by Rotary.
Contact Desmond Hall for more information
dlhall@doctors.org.uk

1pm Tee off

£320 per Four
Ball

GXCA Garden Room. An exhibition remembering those
in GX who were involved in World War 1. The Fallen
Heroes, and others who were involved.

Fri 12-5
Sat 10-5
Sun 12-4

£1 or a
donation. U16
free.

GX 100 Remembering our 9th to 11th
Fallen Heroes 1914-1918
November

Time

Cost

Note GXCA is the Gerrards Cross Community Association, 8 East Common SL9 7AD
For more information, visit the GXCA website www.gxca.org.uk, e-Mail office@gxca.org.uk or call Michaela Dean on 01753-883759.
GXCA also includes the Memorial Centre and Colston Hall www.colstonhallgx.com
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