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Important Public
Meeting regarding
Green Belt land
around Gerrards
Cross.
Thursday 25th February at 7.30pm, Colston Hall, East
Common, GX. All are welcome. See page 2 for details.

GX Youth
Club
Committee
Needs You!
The Gerrards Cross Youth Club, based at the Memorial
Centre, Gerrards Cross has now successfully relaunched.
In partnership with Wycombe Wanderers Sports Education
Trust, the club has a steadily growing membership and is
now seeking to expand the committee which oversees its
activities. The club is run by Aqeel Akram the Senior Youth
Worker and Wycombe Wanderers Sports Education Trust’s
Social Inclusion Manager.
All the team are fully qualified and are DBS checked. The
club especially wants parents of children already involved
(although all are welcome to apply), to join them on the
committee, and help the club develop even further through
wider activities.
If you have ever thought about helping local children in their
enjoyment and personal growth, either as a club committee
member or even a session helper, then Gerrards Cross Youth
Club will be delighted to hear from you.
For more information about helping or for children to join the
club, please email;

gxyouthclub@gmail.com
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Sue
Moffat
New Town
Clerk
Following the retirement
of Diana Hepburn-Park,
after 14 years as Parish
Clerk, we are delighted
to introduce Sue Moffat as our new Town Clerk.
Sue comes to us with a wealth of experience gained from
working as a Clerk in other local Parishes and Towns
during the last 15 years and knows the local area well
as she lives in Chalfont St Peter. She is currently busy
getting to know all of our Councillors and becoming
acquainted with the issues that are of importance to our
local residents.
Diana is looking forward to pursuing her other hobbies
and interests, not that she will be putting up her feet
entirely! Her skills are very much in demand by a number
of other organisations who have already approached her
to help them in a voluntary capacity. The Council are
very grateful for the hard work and dedication that she
showed during her time in Gerrards Cross, particularly in
achieving the status of ‘Quality Parish Council’ from the
National Association of Local Councils in 2009.

Taxi
Concessionary
Fares Scheme
Are you a Gerrards Cross resident, aged over 60 who
has difficulty with transport to medical appointments?
We have a concessionary taxi fare scheme which may
help you to save around 50% of the fares through
our appointed taxi company. For more details and to
obtain an application form, look at our website www.
gerrardscross.gov.uk or call the office on 01753 888018.

Gerrards Cross Green Belt at Risk of Development!

Act now to stop it happening!

South Bucks and Chiltern District Councils join forces to propose Green Belt sites for development. Consultation for new
Local Plans for 2015 – 2036 identifies several Green Belt spaces in GX for potential development. The Town Council want
everyone to help protect them before it’s too late - March 14th!
New Central Government development quotas plan to increase the rate of house building in our neighbourhood three fold over
the next 20 years compared to the preceding two decades, putting our towns and Green Belt under enormous pressure. That’s
an increase of over 15,100 new dwellings in the South Bucks and Chiltern Districts, equivalent to around five towns the size of
Gerrards Cross!
District Council representatives suggest that the two Districts are jointly developing their Local Plans to combat Slough expanding
northwards, but in doing so they have put forward Green Belt spaces equivalent to more than three times the areas needed
to meet maximum development quotas. Their joint consultation document indicates that they have also included Green Belt
spaces that are contrary to the recommendations of their own expert planning consultants Arups. See www.southbucks.gov.uk/
planning/localplan2014-2036 for details.
•

Green Belt Parcel 47b (part thereof) – This full parcel covers an area west of Gerrards Cross between
the A40, Bull Lane, the railway line and the A355. Only the area west of Beaconsfield Golf Club is
recommended by Arups for potential release, but the Districts have brought the area immediately
west of Bull Lane into consideration which is specifically not recommended for
further consideration by Arups.

•

Green Belt Parcel 57b (for employment) – This parcel is northeast of the A413
encompassing space used by Gerrards Cross Golf and Cricket Clubs, Chalfont
Park, and alongside the River Misbourne down to the Chiltern Railway Line,
extending Chalfont Park Business Centre. It is also not recommended for
further consideration by Arups.

•

Green Belt Parcel 65a – This parcel covers the area between the M25,
A40 Oxford Road and the A413 Amersham Road. This is the only space
recommended for further consideration by Arups, but is largely built already, for
example it includes the SBDC Capswood offices.

•

Green Belt Parcel 69 – This parcel covers that area between Fulmer Drive
and the M40 that is not already used for housing. This parcel is also not
recommended for further consideration by Arups.

Whilst District Councillors emphasise that these spaces are only options, we need to
make sure that they understand the reasons and strength of feeling behind why none
of them should be lost from our Green Belt.
The public consultation started on 19th January and runs through until 5pm on 14th
March when all representations must be registered with SBDC. Documentation and
evidence, as well as a Response Form, have been published on the SBDC website.
Our town must decide if it wants and where it wants development to go as well as
what type of development it wants. We need proper consideration of the issues
across the entire district as well as developments in Gerrards Cross. Gerrards Cross
Town Council do not expect the apportionment across the district to be balanced or
fair, but we must all do our best to protect the Green Belt as much as is possible and
lessen the impact of essential development.
The Town Council have arranged a public meeting on Thursday 25th February at
7.30pm at the Colston Hall, 8 East Common, Gerrards Cross SL9 7AD. South Bucks
District Council will be there explain their selection of Green Belt spaces in the
consultation and to answer our questions. Councillors Ralph Bagge (Leader) and
Nick Naylor (Deputy Leader) will be available. The Town Council will publish more
information on its website, and will consult residents before submitting a response.
Please help protect our Green Belt - submit your feedback as soon as possible.

Speeding and Parking Working Party
The Speeding and Parking Working Group
(SPWG), which was formed in July 2013,
is delighted to be able to report some
success in addressing concerns of Gerrards
Cross residents regarding excess speed
and parking issues.
Agreement with Bucks County Council
(BCC) has been reached on proposals
for parking restriction changes in West
Common, East Common, Layters Way,
Bulstrode Way and Bentinck Close. A
formal BCC consultation was launched
in December and, assuming there is
agreement by the residents, a final BCC
Cabinet decision can be made in January
/ February. Work should then start soon
afterwards to put the necessary changes
into place as the budget has already
been approved. This has been a long and
painfully slow process of 2.5 years, mainly
due to claimed workload and changes of
staff at BCC, but the end is now in sight.
In future we hope to cut the overall time
for this process to about 1.5 years - no
promises though!

A proposal for a 20 mph speed limit in
West Common was made as a test case
but this was rejected by BCC as the traffic
is already usually much slower than the
current 30 mph limit and enforcement is
not realistically possible. However, we are
awaiting cost estimates to build a pinch
point in West Common at the Bull Hotel
end, similar to the one in East Common, to
slow traffic and deter large vehicles, such
as school busses using the road. These
large coaches, and sometimes double
decker busses, who claim it is part of ‘their
route’ cause great danger to pedestrians,
congestion in the narrow road and are
beginning to damage the road surface.
The SPWG is now working on proposals
from residents in Woodlands, Moreland
Drive and Gaviots Way for the next round
of changes. Please let us know as soon as
possible if you live in other roads where
there are serious problems with parking
or traffic speed so that they can be
considered.

Another area of concern is the parking
bay in Packhorse Road between Lloyds
Bank and the railway bridge. This must
have been designed when cars were much
shorter but today we see cars and vans
legally parked but often obstructing half of
the road. We consider it to be extremely
dangerous to have protruding cars parked
in these spaces and even more dangerous
for drivers reversing out of the spaces as
visibility of on-coming traffic is zero. There
have been many minor accidents and
it is surely only a matter of time before
a serious accident occurs. We propose
to change the parking spaces from the
current echelon system to spaces parallel
to the pavement. Although this will cut
down on the number of spaces available,
it will be far safer and still allow for a
disabled space to be available.
In order to persuade Bucks County Council
to alter the marking of the parking bays, we
need feedback from you on the proposal.
Please e-mail or write to the Town Council
as soon as possible, preferably by mid
February.

Do you appreciate our trees?
History Before the post war housing boom in

Gerrards Cross, it remained a much wooded area. The busy
A40 had prolific adjacent tree cover as the land was not
particularly good for farming and was interspersed with
heathland and ponds. This varied topography was valued
for pasturing animals and the wood was widely used for
building and fuel. To the south of the A40, in an area off
the Windsor Road, lies an area known as the Camp. This
dates back to the Iron Age and is surrounded by over
twenty ancient oak trees. These have been professionally
logged by Russell and Chris Read of the Chiltern Woodland
Project and are much appreciated. Further south is the
Dukeswood Estate which was, as the name implies, a wood
and only developed just prior to WW2. To this day, several
of the original trees survive. Added to which, generous
householders have planted trees to outlive themselves and
many of these are coming into maturity now.

Present day Trees in Gerrards Cross can be native
oaks, acers, birches, beeches, ash, sorbus and yew. The
introduced species of walnut, London plane, cedars, scots
pine and the huge wellingtonias, plus many varied conifers
are all valued.
Helpful numbers to contact:
SBDC Tree Arboriculturalist
Gerrards Cross Town Council

01895 837376
01753 888018

They all add to the variety of flora in our town.
Unfortunately, when a developer comes along, all he sees
is an inconvenience. The tree that is in the way of a new
house can be felled in a twinkling of an eye: the community
at large has lost a much loved amenity that enhanced the
street scene for many a resident passing by.
Most of the important trees in our town have TPOs (Tree
Preservation Orders) placed on them. This Local Government
Act includes the power to prohibit work to trees without
the prior consent of the Local Planning Authority i.e. South
Bucks District Council. Unlawful works are an offence and
may result in significant fines.

Your role as a resident We are very

fortunate to live in an area with so many beautiful trees and
they need to be valued, protected and preserved. The Tree
Officer at South Bucks District Council cannot be everywhere
at all times. The Town Council appeals to YOU as a Resident
to be watchful and note any strange goings-on with
regard to trees that makes you suspicious. This is especially
important at weekends when unlawful felling frequently
takes place. If you are concerned, please act promptly
before it is too late. The Tree Officer can visit a site and halt
unauthorised works if they are alerted in time.

Gerrards Cross Boost

BOOST

Following what many regard as our success as runners up in the Best Kept Village competition, the
Town Council have instigated two initiatives to improve the general look of Gerrards Cross.
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The first is GX Quadrants, which has assigned Town Councillors to be leaders of sections of the town
and recruit and work with individuals, resident associations and neighbourhood watch etc. to report
DS
C
on, and follow up, local problems with lighting, grass cutting, weed control, litter, parking, street
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safety and speeding. Bucks County Council (BCC) have reduced their cover for the above items, due
to their reduced budgets, and have passed responsibility for some services to Town and Parish Councils. However, the funding
provided by BCC does not cover all the work required.
Councillors Baker, Chhokar, Holmes and Roberts have volunteered to head up the North West, South East, South West and North
East respectively. Please check our website for details of the areas covered and their contact details. If you do not have a computer,
you can visit the library and use one there.
Councillors generally report issues that they see in the town and this initiative has meant others are reporting in to them which
means that street light bulbs are replaced quickly, obstructions are removed and overgrown grass is trimmed in good time.
The second initiative is GX Boost, which grew out of the 2015 Best Kept Village competition activities. Many individuals and
companies participated in the clean-up of the town around June last year and there was a lot of camaraderie amongst the
volunteers. Even so, the judges deducted points for litter and cigarette butts outside of some premises on Packhorse Road and
litter in the bus shelters, which proved to us how quickly some people dirty our town.
It is obvious we need to change the behaviour of some people and harness the good will and organisation of the volunteers that
was shown last June, every month: that will take more volunteers to share the burden.
To achieve this, we invited participation from churches, schools, youth associations, rotary clubs, Asian Woman’s Association
and businesses in the town. Of the fourteen groups invited, seven were represented at the first meeting and their response was
enthusiastic and supportive. The GX Boost Leaders have committed to involving their membership and we have several initiatives to
reduce litter and weeds in our streets and we will be acclaiming individuals and businesses that contribute to improving the quality
of life in Gerrards Cross and anticipate these programmes will grow.
We are looking for more organisations and individuals to join. If you would like to find out more or register as a Booster, please
go to our website: www.gerrardscross.gov.uk

Packhorse Road Traffic Lights
Improvement Update
We would like to thank our residents for their positive response
the consultation for Phase 1 of the Packhorse Road Traffic
Lights improvements.
It is now 2 years since the Bucks County Council’s (BCC)
consultation on the preferred option to address the shortcomings
of the Packhorse Road traffic lights at the Station Road and
Tesco junctions. This was to remove the Station Road traffic
lights, replace these with a pedestrian crossing to the north of
the junction (now outside Costa) and remove the crossing to
the north of the Tesco junction (outside Hamptons).
Tesco will be funding the changes, with Bucks County Council
paying for resurfacing the highways.
The plans it to make the changes in 2 phases. Phase 1 will
be the Station Road changes and Phase 2 the Tesco junction
changes. Phase 1 will be subject to a 6-month trial period, after
which it can become permanent. The plan for Phase 2 will be
dependent on the results of Phase 1.

Because Phase 1 included the introduction of a pedestrian
crossing, BCC was required to undertake a consultation.
This was completed on 22 December 2015. There were 410
responses, with a majoring of 372 in favour of implementing
Phase 1, and 38 against. This means that Tesco and BCC can
now go ahead with implementing Phase 1.
The next step is the detailed planning and costing of the
changes by Tesco and BCC. Gerrards Cross Town Council will
continue to press for the implementation of Phase 1 as soon
as possible. We will be keeping our residents informed as this
progresses.
We share our residents’ frustration with the time it is taking to
address the issues with the traffic lights and are driving hard for
an early solution. Unfortunately, any changes are subject to the
agreement of the Highways Authority (BCC) and to the required
funding being available.

News in Brief
Christmas Lights
- thank you to
our sponsors.
Gerrards Cross Traders
organise the Christmas lights in our town, and
we would like to say a very big thank you to
BP Collins, Nexus, Nunn Hayward, Tesco and
Waitrose for sponsoring the Christmas lights in
2015, without them there would have been no
lights. The Town Council also provided funding.
We hope you enjoyed them. If any businesses
would like to join GX Traders or know more
about what they do please go to their web site
www.gerrardscross.biz

Dog walkers –
can you help?
East and West Common,
and the Camp in Gerrards Cross are favourite
spots for dog walking. If you are a dog walker
and could also do some litter picking this would
be a wonderful help for the community and for
the Town Council. We can provide litter picking
gadgets and plastic bags, so just call in at the
Council Office next to the Memorial Centre on
East Common. In 2016 we also hope to trial
some dispensers for free dog poo bags to
encourage all dog walkers to pick up after their
dog. See our web site for more details.

Reporting crimes
If you wish to report a crime or damage to your property, contact
PCSO C9345 Paul Dobbin via the Thames Valley Police enquiry
Centre by dialling 101 and quote the following occurrence number:
43150314389.
If you don’t want to speak directly to the police you can contact the
independent charity Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 or
online at www.crimestoppers-uk.org
No personal details are taken, information is not traced or recorded
and you will not go to court.

Local Wildlife Trust joins
forces with Chiltern
Railways and Gerrards
Cross Town Council
The Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust
(BBOWT) are excited to be working in partnership with Chiltern
Railways and Gerrards Cross Town Council.
We will be working together to improve a grassy bank at Gerrards Cross
train station to make it more attractive for wildlife and rail travellers,
BBOWT volunteers will be cutting back some of the vegetation on
Wednesday 1st June and it would be great to see members of the
local community getting involved too even for just an hour or two. No
experience is necessary and we will provide all the tools.
If you are interested in helping on 1st June, or on future dates, please contact
Kate Sheard, BBOWT Community Wildlife Officer for more information.
Please call 01442 826774 or email katesheard@bbowt.org.uk
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Dates for your Diary
Events in 2016

Date

Location

Time

Cost

Internet Safety Evening
(suitable for adults, not children)

10th February

St James Centre, Oxford Road (A40) SL9
7pm to 9.15pm
7DJ (behind St James Church)

Donations

Book Fair

13th February

GXCA

10am to 4pm

£1

Antiques Fair

14th February

GXCA

10am to 3pm

£1

Children’s cup cake workshop for
children 8-12 years

15th February

GXCA – run by Smart Raspberry cookery 9.30-12.30 and 1.30school
4.30pm

£22 per child
per session

Magic workshop for children aged 7+

16th February

GXCA

10.30-11.30am

£10 per child

Kickboxing workshop

18th February

GXCA

9-10.30am and 10.3012pm

£15 per child

Attic Sale

20th February

GXCA

9.30am to 12pm

£1

1st Registration date for GX Fun Run

20th February

Online please go to
www.gxfunrun.org.uk/take-part

All day

See web

Speaker event run by Misbourne Matins
Rotary, with meals all day

2nd March

Gerrards Cross Golf Club. See
www.misbournematins.org
or contact lrm@misbournematins.org

6am to midnight

From £5 to
£18

Quiz Night

4th March

GXCA Bar

See web

See web

Self Protection Workshops for all age
groups 4+

13th March

GXCA – for details see
www.selfprotectionltd.com

9am to 8.15pm but check
Free
web site

Antiques Fair

20th March

GXCA

10am to 3pm

£1

Easter Sunday Egg Hunt

27th March

GXCA - supported by Gpex and Tesco,
and Craft Fair

From 2pm

£1 children,
adults free

Jazz Duo (music)

1st April

GXCA Bar – music from 8pm

Bar opens 7pm

Free

Book Fair

9th April

GXCA

10am to 4pm

£1

Antiques Fair

10th April

GXCA

10am to 3pm

£1

Gerrards Cross Annual Town Meeting

13th April

GXCA Colston Hall – all are welcome

7.30pm

Free

Wedding Fair

17th April

GXCA Colston Hall

10am to 3pm

Free

Comedy Night

6th May

GXCA Colston Hall

Doors open 7pm

See web

Self Protection Workshops
for all age groups 4+

8th May

GXCA – for details see
www.selfprotectionltd.com

9am to 8.15pm but check
Free
web site

GX Fun Run

22nd May

East Common and GXCA
www.gxfunrun.org.uk/home

Stalls and entertainment
11am to 4pm. Fun Run
starts 12 midday

Entry fee for
Run, otherwise
free

Music ‘Dirty Mavis’ –
local band Elvis to Elton John

3rd June

GXCA Bar

Bar opens 7pm. Music
from 8pm

TBA. See web

Book Fair

9th July

GXCA

10am to 4pm

£1

GX Summer School

25th July to
5th August

GXCA. For details see
www.gerrardscrosssummerschool.co.uk or All day
www.adultlearningbcc.ac.uk

See web site

Note GXCA is the Gerrards Cross Community Association, 8 East Common SL9 7AD www.gxca.org.uk
For more information visit the GXCA website, e-Mail office@gxca.org.uk or call Suzie on 01753-883759.
GXCA also includes the Memorial Centre and Colston Hall www.colstonhallgx.com
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