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Packhorse Road 
Update
Tesco, BCC and the Parish Council are progressing on Phase 1 
of this project, which is the removal of the traffic lights at the 
junction with Station Road. This will require the introduction of 
a new pedestrian crossing on Packhorse Road to the north of 
the Station Road junction. This will require a public consultation 
before the work can proceed. Tesco is currently in the process 
of preparing the plan for consideration by the consultation.

Gerrards Cross Youth Club in full swing
After a very successful re-launch, the Gerrards Cross Youth 
Club is looking forward to expanding its activities this term in 
partnership with Wycombe Wanderers Sport & Education Trust 
(WWSET). 

Sessions will be held at the Youth Centre at the Gerrards Cross 
Memorial Centre on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6.30pm to 
8.30pm. The Club is open to Children from Years 5 to 8, and 
they can attend either or both sessions. First timers can just 
show up at these times.  

The Youth Club’s partnership with WWSET is now well 
established and helping us to expand the activities within our 

regular sessions.  

Aqeel Akram, the Senior Youth Worker at the Club and 
WWSET’s Social Inclusion Manager, had this to say about the 
Youth Club: “The re-launch was extremely successful, the aim 
being to engage young people, parents and the community 
with sessions being all about fun.  Our staff are fully qualified, 
with experience of working in youth clubs and with young 
children, and all are fully DBS checked”. 

If you would like more information about the Youth Club or 
would like your child to attend, please get in touch with the 
management committee at gxyouthclub@gmail.com

Best Kept  
Village 

Competition
Congratulations to those volunteers and others who 
helped Gerrards Cross come joint runners up in the 

Pushman Cup for the Best Kept Village.



Gerrards Cross Community Centre 
Music Evenings
Music evenings in Gerrards Cross Community Centre Bar 
have been running for 6 months now. There are several 
events coming up in the next few months. Daisy Dance will 
be performing with Ben McGinnes on Friday 16th October. 
Running Horses will be playing rock, pop and soul covers 
from the 60s through to today on Friday 30th October and 
the Bluetone Groovers are back on Friday 20th November. 
Doors open at 7.30pm and music starts at 8pm. 

Two Christmas events will be held in the Colston Hall on 
Saturday 5th December with a Michael Buble tribute act and 
on Saturday 12th December with an Amy Winehouse tribute. 
Starting from 7pm and including a buffet with choices of 
Caribbean food or a Hog roast, a DJ set between and after 
the 2 acts from the stars of the show. Tickets are £22 without 
food and £35 with and can be purchased by contacting the 
Gerrards Cross Community Association on 01753 883759.

Ken Piercy, guiding hand  
at the Community Centre
Mr Ken Piercy was appointed Director of Services of the Community Centre in November 
2011 and with his guidance, improvements are there for us all to see. As a father of four, 
his own children lend a hand and his focus is definitely on involving youngsters. “This 
place will go on long after we’ve gone and it’s the young people who will carry it on,” he 
says. He has the Centre’s future very much in mind. When I visited during the holidays, 
children were dashing about. “For the past three days we’ve had about 100 children each 
day at our Art Boot Camp. They’ve had a lovely time. The Centre and the Youth Club 
are both busy with holiday events and that’s how it should be,” he said. For adults, “The Summer School has been incredibly 
successful.” A team of six work all year to prepare for its two weeks. Another big annual event is the Jumble Sale. People 
come from far and wide. (September 25th and 26th). Auctioneers are available to advise on prices for valuables contributed for 
sale. An obvious improvement in the building is the redecoration which has been done at low cost by people doing community 
service in Community Payback Schemes linked to County Hall, Aylesbury. The central heating has also been renewed and the 
kitchen totally modernised.Outside the carpark has been relaid and many more spaces are available within the fence thanks to 
grasscrete, a plastic base laid under the grass.“We still have a long way to go,” he says, “but we find that when people come 
here they really enjoy it. This especially applies to weddings.”
Note that on Sunday 25th October there is to be a Wedding Fair, admission free.
For more information on all events at Gerrards Cross Community Association please go to www.gxca.org.uk/events 
GXCA are at The Memorial Centre, 8 East Common, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 7AD.

Our Local Stately Home
Bulstrode is one of many large houses built over the 
centuries on this attractive site. Because it’s on high ground 
facing south across many acres, wealthy gentlemen have 
fancied the location and there has been a grand house on 
the hill since before the Norman Conquest.

Judge Sir George Jeffries, Lord High Chancellor England, had 
a house there briefly in the 17th century. A more classical 
building followed in the 18th century which became the 
home of Hans William Bentinck, who was created an Earl 
because he helped William of Orange to become King 
William 3rd of England. His son was created first Duke of 
Portland. The third duke was Prime Minister and the fourth, 
(1774 - 1839), became Governor-General of India.

In the 1760s the famous Mrs Delaney was a good friend of 

the wife of the second duke. One can imagine these ladies 
wandering in the lovely grounds and examples of Mrs 
Delaney’s beautifully crafted “paper mosaics” of flowers 
are to be seen in the British Museum.

In 1802 the estate was sold to the 11th Duke of Somerset 
and the twelfth Duke demolished the  building, (except for 
the separate pigeon tower at the end of the lime walk), 
and he commissioned the present Victorian mansion which 
was competed in 1865.

Sir John Ramsden who took on the estate in 1914 is 
responsible for the present formal gardens with their 
colourful azaleas and unusual trees. He died in 1958 when 
the park was sold to a farmer and the house was bought 
by a German religious sect and shortly afterwards by the 



Gerrards Cross Library
Gerrards Cross Community Library is more than just a library of books and DVD’s. It is a thriving hub of community information 
and events all delivered through a partnership of Buckinghamshire County Council staff and a large number of dedicated 
volunteers from the local community.

As with all good things, they need to be used to be appreciated so if you haven’t been tempted to use your 
library for a while, here are a few things you may not know your library has to offer:

• Free singing and storytime each week for under 5’s

• Free IT tuition in the library to get you started

• Free on-line access to Ancestry.com and WhichFree ebook, 
audio books and magazines. Books for reading groups are 
free to borrow as a set also

• Free internet access for members for one hour a day and 
free wi-fi all day

• Many of our library events are free too - such as author 
talks, see picture

Forthcoming events this autumn include: 

• Travelling exhibits from Aylesbury Museum • Ancestry advice to help with your family history research 
and our new Saturday book club for adults

For further information about the Library and a note of coming events, check out our website at: 

www.buckscomuinitylibraries.org/gerrards-cross or follow us on twitter to be the first to hear our news at  
@gxlibrary. Tel: 0845 230 3232. The Library Manager is Lorraine Surridge. Pick up their leaflet "What's on at Gerrards Cross 
Library." It is closed on Mondays, Wednesdays and Sundays.

Bulstrode House dated 1865. Dukes and Duchesses lived here.

A well-attended successful wine-tasting held at the 
Library in June. It is hoped to hold another.

Colin Edmonds, a Gerrards Cross resident and 
author (left) speaking to Library members.

present owners,  WEC International, 
an inter-demoninational Christian 
mission agency. Residential courses 
and events for children  are held there.

The driveway leading to the 
house is off the Gerrards Cross to 
Beaconsfield road. Those wishing to 
visit the grounds are asked to go to 
the main desk in the hallway where 
an illustrated booklet from which 
this report was taken is available. 
An interesting book: “A History of 
Chalfont St Peter & Gerrards Cross” 
by G.C. Edmonds which includes “The 
History  of Bulstrode” by the late Dr 
A.M. Baker is available at Gerrards 
Cross Bookshop.



Grow your own
Hedgerley Fields Allotments are located on Hedgerley Lane 
just before the bridge crossing the M40, if you are coming 
from the direction of Gerrards Cross. Now in their fifth 
season of cultivation, the allotments are proving a great 
success with an enthusiastic community of plot holders 
producing some spectacular crops. Plots are offered to rent 
as full plots (approx. 20m x 10m) or half plots. Full plots are 
£150 p.a. to rent. There are a few plots currently available, 
so if you would like to enjoy the pleasures of truly fresh 
home grown produce and the benefits of gardening exercise 
all for a weekly cost less than a takeaway coffee and bun, 
please contact committee member Hannah Masquelier on  
01753 644779 or Han06@btinternet.com.

Behind Closed Doors: 
Fraud and the Vulnerable Adult
by Chris Holden of Buckinghamshire & Surrey Trading Standards

The National Fraud Authority report that £3.5 billion per 
annum is lost in the UK on account of crimes committed 
by organised criminal groups. They are responsible for 
scams which include those by post, telephone, cyber 
frauds and doorstep crime.

Especially vulnerable are people with dementia and 
carers. Victims' losses can be enormous. A couple 
in Amersham in their 80s, for example, both with 
dementia, have been conned out of almost £1million 
by rogue builders. A lady in Denham has paid out over 
£140,000 to bogus lotteries.

Trading Standards who are working with victims in and 
around Gerrards Cross speak of a process of 'grooming' 
whereby elderly, infirm, socially isolated and lonely older 
people are targeted by criminals keen to exploit their 
vulnerability.

Often the frauds start in a small way: a bit of gardening 
or a single prize draw offer in a catalogue. If the victim 
responds, the criminals will push further. The 'gardener' 
might point out a loose roof tile as an excuse to go onto 
a roof and 'find' bigger problems. The prize draw will be 
followed by another and another. It may not end there: 
equally sinister, the rogues can sell the victims' details on 
to other fraudsters.

Few crimes are reported
All this goes on behind closed doors with many victims 
completely unaware of their plight, or, caught in a 
seeming endless cycle of exploitation, they feel unable 
to escape due to embarrassment or fear. Thus reporting 
is very low - only one in ten of doorstep crimes and one 
in 20 of mail and telephone scams come to the attention 
of the police or Trading Standards. We desperately need 
to improve these levels of reporting and so protect the 
most vulnerable adults in our community.

Therefore Trading Standards and Thames Valley Police are 
calling upon all in Gerrards Cross to be alert to the actual 
and potential signs that a person with dementia or indeed 
any cognitive impairment might be the victim of fraud. To 
help improve understanding and reporting of fraud and 
scams, Trading Standards is producing a doorstep crime 
and scams toolkit and offering training to all members 
of the community concerned about protecting vulnerable 
adults and particularly people with dementia.

If you would like to know more about this work in 
protecting the vulnerable from doorstep crime and scam or 
if you are interested in the training we provide, then please 
contact: Chris Holden, Buckinghamshire & Surrey Trading 
Standards on tel: 01296 382649. e-mail: chris.holden@bu
ckinghamshireandsurreytradingstandards.gov.uk
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