
 

 

 

 

 

Gerrards Cross Town Council                 
 
South Lodge, East Common, Gerrards Cross SL9 7AD   01753 888018       
 
Clerk to the Council - Mrs S Moffat   clerk@gerrardscross.gov.uk 
 
www.gerrardscross.gov.uk  
 
 

MINUTES of the ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14th APRIL 2021 REMOTELY Via Zoom 

 

 

PRESENT      Cllr Chris Brown, Mayor (presiding) 

 

COUNCILLOR    Ian Bayliss                                            COUNCILLOR   John Palmiero    

  

          “                   Jaspal Chhokar                                               “                     Peter Roberts 

          “ Norman Holmes              “                     Teresa Scott                       

          “                   John O’Keeffe                                                “                     Elizabeth Surkovic 

          “                   Hellen Orme                                                   “                     Andrew Wood 

                                                                                                       “                     Jennifer Woolveridge

                                                                                                                                   

OFFICERS           Sue Moffat - Town Clerk 

                               Amy McCreary – Deputy Clerk 

 

 IN ATTENDENCE 

Cllr Santokh Chhokar (SBDC). 

Members of the Public: Melanie Veasey, Samira Noor, Penny Clinch, Celia Stuart-Lee, Julian 

Ingram, Andrew White, Thomas Broom, Isabel, Anthony Clinch, Sarah, Tim Greenfield, Diane 

Holden, Cris Da Costa, Rhianna Rowsell  , Brian Peck, Steve Weston, Michael Brackin, Val Fisher, 

Damon Clark.  

 

The Press:- 

None were present. 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

None. 

 

2. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 11TH APRIL 2019. 

The minutes, proposed by Cllr Brown, seconded by Cllr Woolveridge, were agreed and signed by the 

Chairman as a true record. 

 

3. REPORT FROM CLLR BROWN, MAYOR OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 

Cllr Brown welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

There was a minute’s silence as a mark of respect to His Royal Highness Prince Philip, The 

Duke of Edinburgh.  

 

 



 

 

Cllr Brown reported:-As your Mayor, I would like to update you on some of the strategic work we 

have undertaken over the last year to ensure we get the best for Gerrards Cross as the shape of future 

local councils develop.  

Your Town Council is one of the most pro-active in Buckinghamshire in taking on Localism. A 

condition of formation of the new Buckinghamshire Unitary Council was to implement Localism by 

devolving powers and assets to Town and Parish Councils. Under the Devolved Budget scheme, for 

the last 6 years, we have taken over grass cutting, cutting back vegetation on our highways and 

footways. For the last 2 years, we have in addition taken on a pilot project on pothole and pavement 

repairs and are the leading Council in Buckinghamshire in this area. Through our local management, 

we have seen a vast improvement in all these areas, although there is always more to do. We continue 

to press hard for more Localism projects by being proactive at Buckinghamshire Council meetings, 

including Parish Liaison meeting, Transport for Bucks meetings, Community Board meetings and 

working with other local Councils through our Association of Local Councils organisation. We also 

participate in consultations with Buckinghamshire Council, such as the Town & Parish Charter, 

Community Involvement and the Buckinghamshire Local Plan to ensure our ideas are included. We 

continue to liaise closely with our local Buckinghamshire Councillors to focus on local issues that 

come under Buckinghamshire Council.  

All of these new activities mean more work for our busy staff and, with the loss of our Assistant 

Town Clerk, Clair McCoy, who has worked hard for us in Planning as well as many other areas for 

the last 5 years, we have decided to take on a new Deputy Town Clerk, Amy McCreary to assist and 

deputise for our Town Clerk, Sue Moffat.  We thank them all for the great work that they do for 

Gerrards Cross and we wish Clair well for the future. 

We all look forward to the lifting of Covid restrictions and would like to thank our fantastic Gerrards 

Cross Covid-19 Support Group for their continued support for our residents during the pandemic. 

 

4. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSE REPORT (F&GP) 

The Chairman of F&GP, Cllr Jaspal Chhokar reported:- 

The Finance and General Purposes Committee is responsible for setting the budget for the upcoming 

year as well as reviewing and monitoring the current year’s budget. It also deals with various other 

administrative matters for the Council such as staffing and facilities. All councillors are automatically 

part of this Committee. 

I am pleased to report that our spending for this year (2020-2021) has remained within the budget. 

When we last met in October 2020 we re-allocated some funds that were not going to be used for their 

original purpose to new projects that had arisen since the budget had been first set. 

We also set the budget for the upcoming year (2021-2022) at the meeting. After much discussion and 

scrutiny, it was agreed to set the precept at £302,943, representing a 2% increase (approximately 

£6,000) from the previous year. This is to take account of anticipated extra responsibilities we have 

been taking on, as explained in the other committee reports by my colleagues. 

We also awarded grants to various local charities and community bodies after considering the 

applications we received and taking account of the benefit they provide to Gerrards Cross residents. 

It has been a pleasure to chair this committee this year and I have been ably assisted by our Clerk and 

deputy chair Cllr John O’Keeffe. We will continue to ensure that Gerrards Cross residents are 

receiving value for money in the services we deliver 

 

5. COMMONS  REPORTS 

The Chairman of the Commons Committee, Cllr Hellen Orme reported:- 

The last year has flown by encompassing the first national lockdown and the second! The whole year 

has seen a steep rise in visitors to the Commons showing the importance of open spaces to enable 

everyone to get out for exercise and recreation. Somewhere for everyone to enjoy all year but it must 

be said that following a very long dry Summer we had a prolonged period of heavy rains and even 

snow this year. Wellies were needed!  

Despite lockdowns and extreme weather the Commons Committee continued to fulfil its aims; to 

maintain, enhance and sensitively manage our green spaces for all to enjoy safely. Many projects were 

delayed because of COVID19 but most have now been completed. 

East & West Common & The Camp 



 

 

Our monthly health and safety reporting continued as usual despite restrictions and all our meetings 

became virtual.  Last April we tendered for a new grass cutting contract following the retirement of 

our long-standing contractor. A new contractor was agreed and appointed. I think you’ll agree he does 

a great job! 

The Commons have been heavily used during both the Summer and Winter months. The combination 

of recent heavy rain, snow and the significant increase in footfall has meant that the Commons 

became very wet and muddy. Packhorse Road ditches were full and there was flooding at the 

Packhorse Road/A4O junction. This was caused by blocked outlets in the ditches and thankfully these 

were cleared.  Areas of particularly high usage, such as the playground and all areas adjacent to the 

paths look bare, almost devoid of grass and very slippery. Once the weather improves we will carry 

out path repairs and hopefully most areas will recover naturally. During the peak Summer months 

Buckinghamshire Council did a great job daily emptying the bins and keeping the litter under control. 

Tree work was carried out in various locations on East and West Common following a tree safety 

report. Some were dead and unsafe next to paths, others along the A40 edge of the Commons had 

signs of Ash dieback. 

Holly thinning took place on East Common using a robotic flayer. This work was carried out on an 

already very wet and boggy Common; disruption and some path damage was evident. Some of you 

found the holly thinning alarming and feel that its removal spoils the woodland generally. Other 

residents are pleased with the results and feel a more open woodland is safer. Other benefits of 

thinning include; the provision of open ground which promotes the growth of diverse vegetation as 

more light reaches the woodland floor. The working season in the woodland usually takes place 

during the winters months up to mid-February giving those areas time to recover and always before 

birds start nesting. It is very important for GXTC to manage the Commons for everyone and try to 

balance between nature and human use. We are currently reviewing and updating our Woodland 

Management Plan which provides guidance for all our woodland work. 

You may have noticed a new hardstand on West Common behind the rhino posts near the flagpole; 

this was needed to make it easier for large circus and fun fair vehicles to gain access. 

The Camp is an important historic Iron Age Hillfort site, the largest in Buckinghamshire. We have 

over the last few years carried out clearance of the Fosse (ditch) which formed part of the Hillfort 

defence rampart; in December 2020 we completed another section. The Valley Way footpath which 

suffered badly over the last year has now had repairs carried out to the steps and drainage to keep the 

steep path usable. The Camp is a great and safe place for a walk with or without dogs. We are still 

looking for someone to cut and bale the grass to promote better growth of grasses and wildflowers. 

The boundary scrub and brambles were cleared during the autumn. 

Playground The early Spring 2020 saw the mandatory closure of the Playground due to the 

Coronavirus pandemic, throughout this closure we carried out weekly checks of the playground. The 

annual ROSPA inspection took place in November 2020; any faults reported have been rectified. The 

playground was reopened in early July 2020 following a deep clean carried out just before, signage 

was erected to publicise the reopening with guidance on how to keep safe according to the 

Government’s recommendations. It has been greatly used and enjoyed since then. Outdoor Gym The 

installation of the new Outdoor Gym was completed in September 2020 proving to be very popular 

for all ages and used in all weathers.  

Ponds Latchmoor Pond and New Pond retained some water throughout a very dry Summer and weed 

removal was carried out to Latchmoor Pond during September just before the rains came. This Winter 

has seen both ponds frozen in January and February not good for the duck population! We moved a 

bench recently from the current building project to a place with a better view.  

Public Footpaths - We regularly check all footpaths but your help is always appreciated so please 

report any footpath problems to GXTC- clerk@gerrardscross.gov.u 

Conservation Volunteers This group meet monthly. This has not been possible as usual this last 

year. Back to a normal routine soon hopefully. Thank You 

Litter Pickers Pandemic or not you still ‘picked’ Thank You All. 

Coming Projects We have applied to Buckinghamshire Community Board for Grants;  

firstly, to replace 3 bins in the woodland settings - more rustic in style;  

secondly, to create wildflower planting in a few visible locations, planting to take place in March 

mailto:clerk@gerrardscross.gov.u


 

 

and finally we ask you to complete our survey on East Common Playground facilities - 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/8QN28G8  also accessible via our website 

https://gerrardscross.gov.uk 

Spring is on its way. 

Lastly, Cllr Orme thanked the Councillors, the Town Clerk and volunteers for all their hard work on 

the Commons with a very special thanks to Cllr Woolveridge for her 30 year service as a parish/town 

councillor and to her service to the town and district. 

 

 

6. HIGHWAYS REPORT 

The Chairman of the Highways Committee, Cllr Andrew Wood reported:- 

2020 was a very interesting year for the Highways Committee of Gerrards Cross Town Council, with 

the advent of Covid lockdown in March and then again in November. 

The Committee looks after our Roads, Pavements, Urban Footpaths and Street Lighting in Gerrards 

Cross, with responsibility for the street lighting in residential streets only. As we all know our 

pavements and pathways became part of many people’s daily exercise routine in 2020, and whilst this 

was great to see, we’ve also seen pedestrians walking in the main roads, which apart from being 

dangerous should be discouraged at all costs.  

The roads are for cars and traffic, not for pedestrians. 

Buckinghamshire Council has full responsibility for looking after our A & B roads and street lighting 

on the main streets. Whilst the Town Council have devolved approval to fix potholes and pavement 

repairs, we’re having to use budget from our precept income, but are in negotiation with the aim to 

secure funding from the Unitary Authority. We have campaigned to rectify some of our main roads 

including Packhorse Road and I’m pleased to confirm we’ve had some success, with the impending 

resurfacing of the junction between Station Approach and The Ethorpe Hotel, which should be 

completed by the end of Spring. Buckinghamshire Council have stated that warmer weather is 

required for the materials being used to work. We’ve also had success in securing the resurfacing of 

the road in Woodlands. The first attempt at resurfacing failed but be assured the Highways Committee 

work hard on trying to get our very bad roads resurfaced using Capital Expenditure from the 

Buckinghamshire Council. 

Gullies and Drains 

We’ve done well in securing the Gully Clearing Service from Buckinghamshire Council, and many of 

our main roads including, Windsor Road and Packhorse Road have already been cleared, as well as a 

number of major streets in Dukes Wood. We’ll be continuing to apply pressure to get all our Gullies 

and Drains cleared. The unprecedented rainfall we’ve experienced throughout the Winter more than 

highlighted the problems with our drainage throughout the Town, and we have completed a major 

ditch and drain clearing exercise with a new curb installation at the traffic lights of Packhorse Road & 

Oxford Road which we hope will alleviate flooding at this junction. 

Road Sweeping 

The leaves and detritus on our streets and Highways blocked many of our drains and covered road 

markings including double yellow lines on some of our roads. The detritus also spilled onto the 

pavements as a result of the traffic, making it difficult for pedestrians. I’m pleased to say we’ve had a 

successful campaign with the Road Sweeper from Buckinghamshire Council with most of our streets 

being swept within 2 days of the Town Clerk reporting them. Should you find you still have problems 

with your road not being swept, please feel free to email the Clerk at Gerrards Cross Town Council 

and we’ll do our best to deal with this ASAP. <clerk@gerrardscross.gov.uk> you can also report this 

on FixMyStreet <www.fixmystreet.com> 

Pathways 

Pathways and pavements became more important to the Town Council during lockdown, but we are 

receiving numerous calls from pedestrians regarding overhanging trees, and over extended bushes and 

hedges blocking the routes. The Highways Committee adhere to the law, and letters will be sent to 

anyone it is felt is blocking a pathway or pavement, which will request the homeowner to cut back the 

overgrowth to enable wheelchairs and pushchairs to pass. We have to ask everyone to play their part 

in keeping our pathways clear. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/8QN28G8
https://gerrardscross.gov.uk/
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Car Parking 

The Station Road proposed Car Park Development was postponed until the advent of the new Unitary 

Council back in May 2020, this has subsequently been pushed further back, due to Covid, and the 

Council budgets being overstretched at this time. We have been informed this project is on hold until 

further notice, but the Town Council still have hopes that the Car Park at the Railway Station may still 

be an option to develop for parking. We do understand the need for improved Off Street Parking at a 

reasonable cost and will keep pressure on the Buckinghamshire Council to engage with the Town 

Council on parking as a whole. 

New Gerrards Cross Parking Strategy 

The Parking Strategy Group are now midway through a new Gerrards Cross On-Street Parking 

Strategy, which has already been communicated to people affected with questionnaires, and we 

remain in consultation with Buckinghamshire Council, with implementation still some time off.  We 

are listening to the resident’s views who are affected and hope this will improve the Off-Street 

Parking across the Whole of Gerrards Cross 

CCTV 

Our CCTV installation has been delayed by regulations which has necessitated many more checks 

before we can proceed. We’re working with the appropriate services, to get the required information 

and safety checks done, with what we regard as an essential part of the Towns Security and Safety. 

Whilst CCTV may not stop crime, we certainly hope it will act as a deterrent 

Potholes 

Our Pothole Campaign as part of the Buckinghamshire devolution scheme has seen a considerable 

investment from our Precept Budget invested in our Roads in the past year. We hope our residents 

have seen the benefits of these repairs. Our Highways Contractor cuts and fills every pothole repair 

they do, rather than use the spray and patch method mainly used by The Buckinghamshire Council 

Repair Team. We’d encourage everyone spotting a Road failure to report it on “FixMyStreet”, as 

we’re finding this has become much more successful in the past few months in getting repairs done by 

the Bucks Authority. We should also note that “FixMyStreet” can also be used to report faulty street 

lights and any other concerns including pathways and road flooding, and even fly tipping. 

www.fixmystreet.com  

Fly Tipping 

Fly Tipping is a criminal offence and we’re seeing a far greater rise in discarded waste in illegal sites 

in and around Gerrards Cross. Can we please ask that you remain vigilant and engage in reporting Fly 

Tipping on “FixMyStreet” and even better to the Police non-emergency number 101 in an attempt to 

reduce the incidences which affect us all, and our environment, and keep Gerrards Cross a clean and 

tidy Town. 

Community Boards 

The Local Area Forum formally known as LAF, has been replaced by the new Community Boards, 

the purpose of the community board is to consider applications for Grants and to listen to the public's 

views and concerns in their community’s which is our case includes Gerrards Cross, Denham and the 

Chalfont’s. Members of the public are actively encouraged to join the group on the Board, so please 

feel free to look into this on the Buckinghamshire Council website and look under the heading 

“Community Boards” if you wish to join. We do have a Highways Group as part of the Community 

Board which considers applications for Funding Capital Projects and we recently have success with 

the Mill Lane Bridge where we aim to introduce greater safety measures for pedestrians, and recently 

received £15k funding matched with £15k by the Town Council to fund the improvements. We also 

have further projects pending which are yet to be discussed at the board. 

  

The Highways Committee hope we can look forward to a much better second half of 2021 as we 

hopefully come out of lockdown in June and continue to do our best for you with looking after our 

roads and streets in the town. We do listen so please feel free to get in touch with the Town Council 

on <clerk@gerrardscross.gov.uk> with any concerns. 

 

7 PLANNING COMMITTEE  

The Chairman of the Planning Committee, Cllr Jaspal Chhokar, reported:- 

http://www.fixmystreet.com/
mailto:clerk@gerrardscross.gov.uk


 

 

The Planning Committee holds two meetings every month to ensure we can look at and comment on 

every planning application affecting Gerrards Cross. Due to the high number of applications 

submitted all councillors are on the Planning Committee.  

Where possible, a councillor will carry out a site visit and if necessary, meet with affected neighbours 

before presenting the application to our Committee (unfortunately this has not been possible for parts 

of the last year due to COVID). We will then decide on our comments to be sent to Buckinghamshire 

Council, who will make the final decision on the application.  

We would encourage residents who comment directly to Buckinghamshire Council to copy us in on 

any emails (clerk@gerrardscross.gov.uk) so that we can take their views into account when the 

application is discussed at our meeting.  

Our assistant clerk has devoted substantial time to analysing the results of applications we have 

looked at this year. The current findings are:  

1. Over the last year, we considered 290 planning applications (compared to 326 the previous year). 

101 of those applications involved work to trees (compared to 110 last year). 256 of these have now 

been decided.  

2. The correlation rate between our views and those of the District Council for those applications 

which have been decided is 90.7% for tree works and 84.6% for building and change of use 

applications.  

3. Last year the rate was 83.8% for tree works and 84.2% for building and change of use applications. 

We are pleased to see a good correlation with what is being decided by the planning authority.  

We ensure that any objections we make are with reference to the planning policies of 

Buckinghamshire Council and are encouraged to see that generally our views reflect theirs.  

If during development work taking place residents become aware of possible breaches of the 

permission granted, we would ask them to inform us and Buckinghamshire Council’s enforcement 

department at:  

planning.enforcement.csb@buckinghamshire.gov.uk  

We have flagged a few sites over the past year where we have received information of suspected 

planning breaches and are pleased to have seen action taken on some of these, although there are also 

some that remain pending.  

Apart from commenting on planning applications, the Planning Committee responded to various 

consultations over the last year on the proposed changes to the planning process from central 

government. The general theme of our responses has been to emphasise that local communities should 

have greater input on how planning policy is decided for their area and that any development should 

come with the necessary infrastructure in place.  

The new proposed local plan for South Bucks and Chiltern has now been withdrawn and 

Buckinghamshire Council propose to have a county wide plan to determine planning policies for the 

future. We await this with interest and will respond to the consultations on it at the relevant time. 

 

8. REPORT FROM GERRARDS CROSS POLICE 

Cllr Brown read out the following statistics from the police as no representative was available; 

From 14/04/20 to 14/04/21 the following number of crimes took place: 

• There have been 13 dwelling burglaries 

• 7 attempted dwelling burglaries 

• 11 non dwelling burglaries  

• 35 thefts from a vehicle  

• 24 vehicle thefts 

• 3 robberies.  

 

9. QUESTION TIME – Cllr Brown announced that a number of questions have been 

raised prior to the meeting 

1. Question 1 Given the closure of the Barclays & Lloyds bank branches as well as the apparent 

closure of the M&S store, what are the plans for those and other empty spaces in the high 

street 



 

 

a. How do you propose to regenerate the high street? 

 

Response - This is out of the Councils control because the premises are commercial so we rely on 

commercial take over. However, GXTC is working with the business group, WeAreGX, in an attempt 

to work together and promote the high street.  

Question 2  - The annual council tax continues to increase year on year with a significant 

increase in 2021. How do you justify this given the quality of the services including general 

& garden waste collection? 

Response – As stated in the Mayor’s report one of the reasons for an increase in GXTC’s rates is for 

additional staffing to cover new activities the Town Council is taking on board. Regards the increase 

for Bucks Council, this is justified because it is required to cover the cost of adult and child social 

care. It was confirmed that the garden waste collection is slowly getting back to normal.  As Bucks 

Council is aware of this issue they have delayed sending out the renewal notices.  

Question 3 - Do you think there should be more street lighting on roads to protect the residents and 

general public? 

Response – The Council has introduced LED street lights which are more powerful and new lights 

where needed such as along East Common.  

Question 4 Ownership of Electric Vehicles is increasing and there are potential plans for electric 

vehicle charging points in the car park in Station Road. As a business owner soon to be introducing a 

fully electric carbon zero local delivery service to the benefit the business and residents of Gerrards 

Cross, and with generous government grants seemingly available, can the Council consider installing 

a high speed charging point at the Town Council Offices? 

Response – Gerrards Cross Community Centre car park does not belong to the GXTC. The Council 

could ask them to put one in and Cllr Wood is pushing for new points to be put in through the whole 

Town. Gerrards Cross BP petrol station currently has one of the fastest charging point in the area.  

Question 5 There are concerns that many stores are closing and the standard of the shops in the high 

street is declining. The resident disagreed that the decision as to who rents the empty shops should be 

left to market forces. The problem with leaving it to marketing is they fill the premises with 

companies like Papa Johns pizza.  The employees that work in these stores clearly do not live in 

Gerrards Cross and have no respect for the residents. The delivery drivers are constantly parking on 

the double yellow lines outside blocking the road and when they are approached about the issue they 

do not care.  

Response – Cllr Wood stated that on his last visit to Marlow he had counted 16 empty shops and it 

was a similar situation in Beaconsfield. However, he has been informed that there is a high demand 

for premises in GX, as many as 6 applicants for one shop. Cllr Woolveridge stated that the high street 

was an important asset to Gerrards Cross that attracts people to visit the town but for shops to stay 

open it requires people to visit them and not order online. Cllr Palmiero stated that the shops in the 

high street need to be encouraged to offer on-line services to remain competitive in the current 

market.  

Action: Town Clerk to contact the Parking Enforcement Office about the illegal parking at Papa 

John’s Pizza.  

Question 6 It has previously been reported how dangerous it is for pedestrians using Marsham Lane, 

railway bridge and wondered if there was any feedback regarding this issue. 

Response – Cllr Brown remembers the issue and asked the Town Clerk to check the feasibility study 

that was carried out.   

Action: Town Clerk to give feedback to the resident about the railway bridge.  

Question 7 Has Bucks County Council put it in writing that the proposed multi storey car park in 

station road will no longer be going ahead? 

Response – At present this is not known but Cllr Wood offered to find out.  

 

CLOSE OF MEETING 

The meeting closed at 8.45pm. 

 

 



 

 

Signed……………………… 

 

 

 

Date……………………….. 


