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A Message From The Mayor
It’s so refreshing to see us coming out of winter with lots of
spring flowers and longer days with blue skies.

re-opening in the former Harrold’s Opticians on Station
Approach sometime soon. Welcome back, Matt!

Gerrards Cross is looking great after having had a deep clean
in the past month by Buckinghamshire Council. Ongoing
works, including pavement and road improvements, are
currently being undertaken by both Transport for Bucks and
by our own Town Council. I’m delighted to see the arrival of
“green shoots” in the form of some new businesses coming to
the town. Subject to planning approval by Buckinghamshire
Council, we are hoping to welcome a multi million pound
investment by the Oakman Group who plan to develop the
former Marks and Spencers store into a new Gastro Pub called
The Journeyman opening Summer ‘23.

We’ve just completed road repairs using council precept
monies on Packhorse Road and the Turning Circle and
begun re-painting white lines on some of our road junctions
throughout the town. Pressure from the Town Council
Highways Committee resulted in the resurfacing of Station
Road and the part resurfacing of Packhorse Road which I’m
sure you’ll agree are both much improved.

We also have the arrival of a new baby shop called Peek-ABoo in the former Tui travel shop on the Packhorse Road as
well as a new men’s barbers opening in the former jewellery
shop next to Frosts. We’ll be delighted to see Matt la Moda

As we look forward to the summer and to the Queen’s Jubilee
in June, we hope to see some wonderful celebrations of an
incredible monarch. We shall celebrate with our inimitable
Gerrards Cross community spirit and attitude!

We’d like to thank all the people who volunteer in the town,
litter picking and reporting issues on the Fix My Street app,
helping to keep Gerrards Cross a desirable place in which to
live.

Community Report
I’m pleased to confirm that Gerrards Cross Town Council has recently formed a Communities Committee
to deal with the various events happening in the town. This will include the Queens Platinum Jubilee this
year in June and, of course, Christmas!
The members of the Communities Committee will be happy to discuss with local groups or organizations
any planned activities that they may be organising in Gerrards Cross. It is our intention to meet every six weeks or so.
The Committee will be announcing an event on West Common to take place on Saturday 4th June to celebrate our monarch’s
Platinum Jubilee. There will be more information about this in the near future. We sincerely hope that many local residents and
visitors will support the event and we very much look forward to seeing you there.
With The Camp and our two beautiful commons, Gerrards Cross offers great opportunities to organize and mark special
occasions. I would encourage you to contact the Town Clerk should you wish to have any further information about the
Communities Committee or should you wish to consider joining it as an associate.

70 Trees for 70 Years
Buckinghamshire Council are inviting people to nominate their favourite tree in Buckinghamshire to
celebrate Her Majesty’s 70 years of service. Buckinghamshire Council are hoping to compile a list of the
70 most-loved trees and woodlands in Buckinghamshire. The Deputy Clerk and the staff at Gerrards
Cross Community Association took part and nominated the much loved Cedar Tree in the Memorial
Centre car park. The tree can be seen from the Council office window and has a calming effect.
The seasons change around it but it retains its beauty all year round. It is a fine specimen that has
survived many a storm. In the photo, from left to right are: Sally Fordham, Rachel Baron, Deputy Clerk
Amy McCreary and GXCA General Manager Xavier Diers. If you would like to take part in this initiative,
please take a photo of your chosen tree or woodland, say where it is and why it is meaningful to you,
and send it to us via social media @BucksCouncil or 70trees@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

High Street Rejuvenation
As a recently appointed Associate Town Councillor (some of you
may have known me over the last fifteen years as the owner of
Lisa La Moda Boutique in Gerrards Cross), I have been asked to
help in the regeneration of our Town Centre.
Over time Gerrards Cross has of
course undergone many changes
and like all towns and villages has
suffered along with its residents
the challenges faced in recent
years. However, the pandemic also
gave the traders the opportunity
to go that extra mile to provide
service for its patrons; new bonds
and loyalties were formed when
we had to rely on each other.

additions to the town centre in the coming months and that
some of the empty shops will be occupied once more. Matt La
Moda Menswear will be returning to a new location in Station
Approach and The Journey Man Gastropub plans to come to the
Marks & Spencer building.

family and of course our local
community.
We are very fortunate to
still have many independent
businesses and traders in

With the help of EU Welcome Back Funding, we are in the
process of acquiring and installing some long overdue Union
Jack flag poles to brighten up our streets in time for the Queen’s
Jubilee Celebrations.

Gerrards Cross who rely on the
custom of local people and we
thank you for your continued
support.

Thankfully it appears that we are
through the worst and we return with renewed vigour. Perhaps
we have all discovered what is truly important to us: friends,

It is pleasing to report that
there will be exciting new

Commons Update
The Commons - These green spaces were a wonderful place
in which to enjoy walking during lockdown and they continue
to be used and appreciated by residents. St James Church held
a Christmas services on East Common and the official switching
on of our Christmas lights took place on West Common. Both
events were well attended and enjoyed by all who took part.
There are also regular events on the commons such as exercise
classes (they look very intense!) and football matches. We
would ask you, please, to consider the residents who live nearby
and to park correctly. We have upgraded the path to the pitch
for easy access to public transport. The Commons Committee
have instructed a company to carry out a detailed tree survey
and will carry out the work required as recommended by the
tree surgeon’s report. Holly and ivy continue to threaten our
woodlands and need constant maintenance. We are very
grateful to our GXCV volunteers who work hard to keep them
under control. Your Town Councillors regularly walk around
the commons but your help is always appreciated, so please
report any Commons related issues to clerk@gerrardscross.
gov.uk. We hope to make use of the Commons for the Queens
upcoming celebration and hope you will all enjoy our events.

Playground - It is always good to see the playground full of
children and our research shows that people come from quite a
distance to use it. Regular safety inspections are carried out. We
have repainted and renewed a few tired pieces of equipment
but have plans for something new and unique which will cater
for a larger age group. Watch this space!
Outdoor Gym - This is still
well used and a great place
to keep fit and healthy (for
free) in the open air.
Ponds - Annual maintenance
has taken place and both
ponds are looking lovely.
A lot of weeds were cleared, lilies were
thinned out and some Norfolk reed rhizomes
were removed, so it took a bit longer than
we had anticipated but it was worth the wait.
The wildlife seems happier too. What a joy it
is to watch a shining blue kingfisher diving
into the pond. We are planning an annual

app and website where
all local businesses will be
represented with a link to
their own website. This will
provide the opportunity for
a Click & Collect service or
Home Delivery Service.

Save the date Saturday 4th June, Picnic in The Park, Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
on Gerrards Cross Common details to follow on the town
council website and on social
media.

We are also in the process of
looking for sponsorship for
new Christmas lights … so I
hope that you will agree that
the future is looking very bright
indeed!

We are also working on a
Gerrards Cross shopping

maintenance scheme for the ponds from next year rather than
organising less frequent but larger schemes of work. We have
installed a duck house on Latchmore Pond, about which more is
written elsewhere in this Voice.
The Camp - On the advice of English
Heritage, we contracted a group to clear
some of the holly and hazel from the Fosse
in order to keep this important feature
revealed; this should also help the drainage
down to Camp Road. We are putting in place a maintenance
plan to keep this up to standard. We are planning to place three
information boards at the entrances with not only text but also
the facility to access more information with a smart phone.
Public Footpaths are regularly checked but your help is always
appreciated, so please report any footpath problems to clerk@
gerrardscross.gov.uk.
Conservation Volunteers - This is a group of local people
who meet to look after our commons by keeping our paths free,
clearing holly and ivy, cutting overgrown undergrowth/scrub/
brush, disposing of litter and reopening glades. Anna Sullivan

has done a great job leading this but can no longer carry on as
she has just moved away. We need more help so if you would
like to help your community and enjoy meeting a friendly bunch
of people, then please come and join us. We meet by the Town
Council hut beside Colston Court (opposite the children’s play
area on East Common Road) at 9:30am on the 3rd Saturday of
each month. All equipment will be provided but we suggest that
you bring a pair of your own gardening gloves.
Working Projects
• Accessible swing to be replaced
• New playground equipment
• Basketball area near the Gym
• Commemorative Tree
• Platinum Jubilee Bench
• More footpath repairs and upgrades
Litter Pickers - We would like to thank all the people who
help keep the area clear of litter. Local volunteers, the local
Rotary Clubs, WeAreGX and students completing the Duke of
Edinburgh Award do such a great job in keeping our Commons
looking lovely.

Highways Report
With the full re-surfacing of Station Road and
the part resurfacing of Packhorse Road, our
local roads have been greatly improved since
our last edition of The Voice. The Town Council
has also just completed improvement works
outside Pizza Express by the shopping parade
and at the turning circle and crossing.

The Highways Committee aims to spend our precept monies
carefully and with consideration for all the roads within our
devolved highways responsibility. Whilst we’d like to see zero
potholes and perfect roads, we know that this isn’t possible.
Please be assured that the Committee reports monthly on all our
streets and uses Fix My Street as well as lobbying our Local Area
Technician at Transport for Bucks (TFB) in order to get works done.

It has been confirmed that 74% of the gullies and drains in the
town have now been cleared (by the beginning of March) by TFB.
Where the problem was more persistent, the council’s “super
sucker”, a far more powerful machine, was brought in. We should
also report that the persistent flooding on the A40 by New Pond
has been reported and is an ongoing matter with TFB, but this
will not be an instant fix.

everyone to be vigilant, using the Fix My Street app to report
anything untoward. We would encourage every resident to report
pathway issues, streetlight failures, potholes, broken paviers,
tree concerns, fly tipping and blocked drains. Every report is
investigated and please feel free to report the same fault more
than once as this can often heighten awareness of a particular
problem.

Our campaigning with Buckinghamshire Council for pathway
improvements has seen works completed on Marsham Way,
which we hope everyone is enjoying. We’ve also been removing
obstacles on Marsham Lane to enable the Swarthmore Care Home
residents access to the town, with a very large tree stump and
root dug out and the reinstatement of the pathway underway.

With two Unitary Councillors on the Town Council, we believe that
our voices are being heard at the highest levels at Buckinghamshire
Unitary Council on behalf of Gerrards Cross residents. Our on
street parking consultation is at final review by TFB with a final
decision due any day now. We shall ensure that the proposed
implementation will be made public to residents.

The Waste and Highways teams at Buckinghamshire Council have
listened to our complaints and we hope to see the fly tipping
cleared and a litter pick on the Oxford Road between Gerrards
Cross and Beaconsfield.

The roads in our town are very important to all
of us and the Highways Committee is doing its
absolute best to make improvements to them
by using your precept monies and by constant
lobbying of TFB on your behalf.

Fly tipping continues to be a major problem locally, and we’d ask

Swish Fibre – Turning Gerrards Cross into a world leading centre for connectivity

A short history of the remarkable aerodrome at Denham.

The UK’s Fastest Broadband is now
on offer to residents and businesses in
Gerrards Cross with several hundred
happy customers already connected, and
many more set to receive the service.
The team at Swish Fibre have been in
town for the past year building out their
future-proofed 10,000Mbps (Mega-bitsper-second) capable network which saw
Gerrards Cross record the fastest ever
residential broadband speed in the UK at
over 9,000Mbps.

The first aviation activity to take place
at Denham was in 1885 when the Royal
Engineers Balloon Section surveyed the
area known as The Lakes.

To achieve these speeds, Swish use stateof-the art 100% Fibre-Optics known
as FTTP (Fibre-To-The-Premises), a
technology far superior to the outdated
part-fibre, or as Swish call it, Fake Fibre
(FTTC- Fibre-To-The-Cabinet) networks
that power the majority of connections in
the UK and include speed-sapping copper
telephone cables.

If you have a Fake Fibre connection and
you’re working from home, or the family
have multiple devices connected, chances
are you would have experienced a
slowdown in speeds with many users on
the network at the same time, whereas
this does not happen with Full Fibre.
While other providers sell Full Fibre, Swish
are by far leading the revolution in terms
of bandwidth. One of their key USP’s is
the free installation of their 10,000Mbps
Optical Network Termination points

Swish Fibre’s Delivery Director
Mo Mujaed & Co-Founder Alistair
Goulden on site (left to right)

(ONT’s) as
standard
in
every
home. This
extremely
powerful
little
box
(pictured here) means that connections
can be dialled up and down accordingly,
which not only future proofs each
property, but also ensures no further work
is needed as the hardware is already onsite. As technology advances over the
coming years and smart homes become
filled with even more connected devices,
by choosing Swish Fibre, Gerrards Cross
residents can have confidence that their
broadband will continue to grow to meet
their future needs.
For more, head to
www.swishfibre.com

WeAreGX

WeAreGX Business Group is pleased
once again to be supporting local shops

and businesses with a refresh to its
website in readiness for Easter. Gerrards
Cross businesses have a lot to offer our
community and, in recognition of the
increasingly digital world in which we now
live, the site is being updated to enable
retailers and businesses to showcase and
promote themselves digitally. Mobile,
tablet and desktop friendly, it is completely
free for everyone and will be live during
the first week of April. WeAreGX is looking

to include as many local businesses
as possible and, along with general
promotional offers and activities taking
place, each business can have a profile
page with links through to their website
and social media. Businesses wanting
to be listed and featured can sign up by
emailing info@wearegx.org. Residents
and Gerrards Cross shoppers can sign up
to receive email updates.

Gerrards Cross Neighbourhood Plan - Update!
A Neighbourhood Plan helps communities:
•
•
•

choose where new homes, shops and offices should be built
have input on what those new buildings should look like
grant planning permission for the new buildings the
community want to see go ahead.

Work on the Gerrards Cross Neighbourhood Plan commenced in
February 2017 and its Steering Group is made is up of dedicated
local volunteers.
After over 5 years’ work, which included a number of vital
community consultations, the Plan is approaching its final stages.
Once completed, the Plan will undergo external, independent
assessment and, subject to satisfactory outcome, then be
presented to all local residents and eligible businesses in the
form of a referendum for final sign-off. Once the Plan is ‘made’, it
achieves strong legal powers.
Before this final stage, on-going approval is essential from our
councils. Following such approval from Gerrards Cross Town
Council, the Draft Plan was forwarded to Buckinghamshire
Council for a screening process. The provisional opinion of

Buckinghamshire Council highlighted the
need for the following :
1. Recommended by Natural England – a Habitats
Regulation Assessment (HRA) is required - for information:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/habitats-regulationsassessments-protecting-a-european-site
2. Following the above HRA our updated Draft Plan will need to
include a policy to cover development mitigation measures in
line with the new Burnham Beeches Supplementary Planning
Document, as Gerrards Cross is within 5.6km of The Burnham
Beeches Special Area of Conservation (SAC) - for information:
https://www.chiltern.gov.uk/burnhambeeches
The Steering Group’s work will obviously now include this
requirement.
If you would like to know more about how the Neighbourhood
Plan is progressing, please look at the ‘The Process & Our Timeline’
section on its website which clearly shows the work the Steering
Group has completed to date. https://gxplan.co.uk

the aerodrome had expanded to cover
about two thirds of the area that it
occupies today.

In 1907 military airships took part in an
exercise in the area after which, at the
start of the First World War, an army camp
was built to train troops.
This was south of Slade Oak Lane housing
two Battalions of the Kings Royal Rifle
Corps who trained on the land now
occupied by Denham Golf Course.
The battalions moved to France in April
1915 and the 1st Officers Cadet Battalion
of the Royal Flying Corps moved in,
developing the first aerodrome at Denham,
partly on the golf course and partly on
the land occupied by today’s airfield. The
site was quickly developed with hangars,
workshops and training facilities being
built, some of which are still part of the
Martin Baker factory site.
The Royal Flying Corps founded the 1st
Cadet Wing at Denham in 1916 and it
quickly became a major training base for
engineers, pilots, navigators and other
staff. Many famous people worked at
Denham at this time. Malcolm Campbell,
the famous racing driver who was to later
set thirteen world speed records in his
series of “Blue Bird” cars and boats, was
a flying instructor at Denham, writing a
book on the subject while at the base.
An Australian who was later to become
the first man to fly across the Pacific
Ocean, Sir Charles KingsfordSmith, made his first flight at
Denham in February 1917.
After the end of the war
the airfield was still used
occasionally, not least by
royalty. The Prince of Wales,
later King Edward VIII, flew
into Denham several times
in order to play golf at the
newly re-established club.
In 1934, a famous eye surgeon called
Myles Bickerton bought a 32 acre field
near his home on Slade Oak Lane. Heston
was the closest airfield at the time, but
he wanted somewhere closer to fly his de
Havilland dH.60 Moth, which became the
first aircraft to be based at what is now
the aerodrome.
The building of the first hangar and
clubhouse attracted other aircraft owners
to Denham and by the end of the 1930’s

With the war clouds gathering again over
Europe, Denham became one of the bases
for covert photographic aircraft, operated
privately by Sidney Cotton and his team to
record the rapid military expansion taking
place in Germany. These experiments later
resulted in the foundation of the Royal
Air Force Photo-Reconnaissance branch
and provided vital information prior to
the outbreak of the Second World War.
During the war, Denham was expanded by
the Royal Air Force and used as a training
base and as a relief landing ground for the
fighter squadrons based at Northolt.
It was at Denham that No. 21 Elementary
Flying Training School trained nearly a
third of all the glider pilots who took part
in D-Day. It was also used as a transit base
for units moving south to take part in the
invasion of Europe.

After the Second World War many flying
clubs and training schools were to be
founded at Denham, both for aeroplanes
and, later, helicopters. This is still the main
use of the aerodrome today, and many of
the military and airline pilots flying today
began their careers in Buckinghamshire.
The aerodrome was to host air displays
and garden parties, particularly for the
Guild of Air Pilots and Air Navigators, who
had close links to the aerodrome and held
their popular events up until the 1980’s.

Since then engineering has become
an important activity at Denham, with
companies providing support to a wide
range of aircraft types. Film and television
companies have made Denham
their home.
The vital Air Ambulance helicopters
are regular visitors and the airfield
is always available to such
emergency services whenever
they need it. The 2370 Squadron
of the Air Training Corps is based
on the aerodrome, an obvious
advantage to the cadets as they
are surrounded by many of the
aviation assets that form part of
their training courses.
Denham aerodrome employs a large
number of local people and provides
support for training, transport and
emergency services, it is true, but there
is another surprising facet to the site. It
is a nature reserve with a wide variety of
animals and birds living on it. Foxes, deer,
badgers and hedgehogs are resident all
around the aerodrome and are often seen
on the grass areas early in the morning or
later at night.
The local birds of prey are present in large
numbers and migrating birds flock on
and off the aerodrome in the spring and
autumn. These include fieldfares, redwings
and several species of geese - yet another
reason why the beautiful aerodrome is so
important to the local area.
Here’s to the next 90 years!

GX Fun Run 2022
The 2022 Fun Run is fast approaching
and the committee, sponsors and
charities alike are gearing up to make
it the best yet! It’s four years since the
last Fun Run raised in excess of £40K for
local charities when race participants,
friends and families got together on East
Common to enjoy the camaraderie of the
day! Now the GX Fun Run is back and so,
if you’re up for the challenge, now’s the
time to don your running shoes and get
into shape.
To register, simply visit our website at
gxfunrun.org. Everyone aged seven or
over is welcome to join in the 5K run
– dogs and prams included! New for
2022 is a 1K run for children aged 6-8,
and short sprints for 4–5 year olds. Live
music, children’s entertainment, catering
from chef Chris Wheeler, a beer tent and
more makes this a fantastic community
day out.
Many organisations and local businesses
have supported the fun run for several
years and others are providing their
support this year for the first time. All
contributions are greatly appreciated! The
committee would, however, like to give

Speeding
a special mention to this year’s platinum
sponsor Stoke Park and indeed to thank
all our sponsors, details of which can be
found on the fun run website. Without
their generous contributions and those of
many other supporters, the fun run would
not be possible!
A huge thank you also goes to local
professional photographer David Moore
who, as in previous years, will capture the
fun and frolics of the day on film in order
to provide a lasting memory for all. After
the event, these images will be available
from David Moore Photography www.
davidmoorephotography.co.uk/.
Our chosen charities this year are Hearing
Dogs for Deaf People, Liberty’s Legacy
and William’s Fund. The first one is the
only charity in the UK to train dogs to
alert deaf people to everyday sounds and
danger signals, thus allowing deaf people
to leave loneliness behind and participate
in life with more confidence. Liberty’s
Legacy and William’s fund both raise
money for much needed research into
the diagnosis and treatment of childhood
cancers, with the hope that one day both
prevention and cure will be possible.

There have been a number of residents
who have contacted the Council to raise
concerns about vehicles speeding in
Gerrards Cross.
This has been a particular issue down East and West Commons.
ENTER NOW! GXFUNRUN.ORG.UK
Our Platinum Sponsor 2022

The list is intended to cover buildings or
building materials, parks and gardens,
archaeological remains, industrial heritage
and public art. Details of the criteria to
be included on the list are set out on
the website. Anything that is confirmed
on the list becomes known as a NonDesignated Heritage Asset.
This is not quite the same as Listed
Buildings or Scheduled Monuments which
have statutory protection. However, by
being on the list its local importance is
recognised and taken into account in the
planning process.

You can report speeding by calling the non-emergency
police number 101 or by submitting a report online www.
thamesvalley.police.uk when it is safe to do so.
The police require the following details:

Gold sponsors:

•

The vehicle’s registration

•

The vehicle’s colour, make and model

•

The time and place where the incident happened

•

Any other details such as a description of the driver

So don’t miss out – make sure you put 22
May 2022 in your diary!
Register as a runner or simply come along
between 11.00am to 4.00pm to join in
the fun and help raise money to support
these causes that will make a difference
to the lives of many.

Are you a local community group looking for a grant? The Police
& Crime Commissioner for Thames Valley and Thames Valley
Police have a Community Fund which was set up in order to give
back to the community. The proceeds come from the seizure from
criminals of items that are unable to be returned to their rightful
owners.
Applications for funding
can be submitted twice a
year.
To receive an alert when the next funding round is open, please
contact OPCC.Comms@thamesvalley.police.uk.

If you have a dashcam this footage can also be submitted online.

Local Heritage List
Buckinghamshire Council has now
published its website for the Local
Heritage List. This can be viewed at
https://local-heritage-list.org.uk/
buckinghamshire

Police giving back to the community Turning bad into good

For further information, and to see previously successful projects,
please visit https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/getinvolved/community-fund/

Duck House
In January a duck house was installed on Latchmore Pond.
This is an attractive addition to the pond and we hope that it will be of
use to the ducks.
If you have not had a chance to see it yet, do take a stroll down there
and, with Spring on the way, you may be lucky enough to see some
ducklings swimming on the pond.

Planning Report
The Town Council has put forward the
following sites to Buckinghamshire
Council to consider to be added:
Buildings
•

Bulstrode House

•

World War One Building at Gerrards
Cross Memorial Centre, East
Common

•

St James’s Church

Archaeological Sites
•

Iron Age Camp

•

Land adjoining Moat Farm, Hedgerley
Lane

•

Roman kiln remains found in
Hedgerley Lane

Landscape Features/ Historic
Gardens
•

Bulstrode Park

•

New Pond and Latchmoor Pond

Public Works/ Statue
•

Figure of a Navy on the station
platform in Gerrards Cross

•

Public water Pump at the Oxford
Road/Packhorse Road crossroads

Details of how residents can submit
suggestions for sites to be added
to the list can be found at https://
local-heritage-list.org.uk/
buckinghamshire/how-to-nominatea-site.
Suggested sites will be considered by
Buckinghamshire Council’s team to see
if they meet the criteria and then be
presented to the cabinet for approval.
Buckinghamshire Council is aiming to
formally adopt a large proportion of
those nominated that meet the criteria by
summer but the list will be reviewed on
an ongoing basis and new nominations
can continue to be made.

The Planning Committee holds two
meetings every month to ensure that
we can look at and comment on every
planning application affecting Gerrards
Cross.
Where possible, a councillor will carry out
a site visit and, if necessary, meet with
affected neighbours before presenting
the application to our Committee.
We will then send our comments to
Buckinghamshire Council, who will make
the final decision on the application.
We would encourage residents who
comment directly to Buckinghamshire
Council to copy us in on any emails
(clerk@gerrardscross.gov.uk) so that
we can take their views into account
when the application is discussed at our
meeting.
Our deputy clerk has devoted substantial
time to analysing the results of
applications that we have looked at this
year. The current findings are:
1. Over the last year we considered 356
planning applications (compared to
336 the previous year). Of these 108

were applications relating to tree
works.
2. Out of the applications that have
been determined, the correlation
rate between our views and those of
Buckinghamshire Council is 88%.
We are pleased to see a good correlation
between our views and what is being
decided by the planning authority.
Some planning applications are called
in before the Buckinghamshire Planning
Committee for further scrutiny by
Buckinghamshire Councillors. The Town
Council has spoken at this Committee
about a couple of Gerrards Cross
applications this year.
If during development work taking place
residents become aware of possible
breaches of the permission granted,
we would ask them to inform both the
Clerk and Buckinghamshire Council’s
enforcement department through their
website.
We have flagged a few sites over the past
year where we have received information
of suspected planning breaches and

have also attended a recent update
from Buckinghamshire Council on its
enforcement policy.
The Planning Committee responded to
a questionnaire from Buckinghamshire
Council on its new proposed local plan
for the whole county and a call for
brownfield sites suitable for development.
Given the potential planning changes at
national level, it will be interesting to see
the proposed plan from Buckinghamshire
Council. We have also submitted
suggestions for the new Heritage List
for Buckinghamshire which aims to list
heritage assets that are not protected by
other statutory means.
The Gerrards Cross Neighbourhood
Plan has now been submitted to
Buckinghamshire Council by the
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.
I have been involved with the group
recently and would like to thank them for
the hard work they have put in over the
last few years in preparing the draft Plan.
More details about the next steps are
available on their website at:
www.gxplan.co.uk

The Journeyman
As residents we have all been speculating avidly about who or
what will be coming to the former Marks & Spencer site.
Subject to approval by Buckinghamshire Council, we are
hoping to see a new pub opening there. Here is a statement
from the Oakman Group:

“The Oakman Group have applied for Planning Permission to
create a new premium public house on the site of the former
M&S on Packhorse Road at a cost of £2.34m.
Our founder and Executive Chairman, Peter Borg-Neal,
recently said, “Gerrards Cross was a town we wanted to be
represented in right from the start of the Oakman journey in
2007. I know many people who live in and around Gerrards
Cross and they have always said that we could do very well

there. The problem has always been finding a suitable site.
Oakman have looked at several possible locations in the area
but couldn’t find the right one until now. The building was
previously a car showroom and the generous dimensions and
high ceiling will make an excellent setting for a dramatic yet
convivial atmosphere.
The intention is to name the pub ‘The Journeyman’. The
inspiration comes from a Jethro Tull song of the same name
that contains the line “No time for tea at Gerrards Cross”. Well,
we are hoping that people will always find time to have tea at
The Journeyman. If we achieve the necessary permissions, and
everything else goes to plan, work will commence in June 2022
and we hope to be open in September 2022.”

Goodbye to Sue
After successfully running the Town Council for the last six and a half years, we are sorry to
announce that our Town Clerk, Sue Moffat, will be leaving at the end of April.
Sue has brought her wealth of professional experience to the Town Council, guiding us
through some very challenging times, including moving to a digital operation and liaising
with the new Unitary Buckinghamshire Council.
Much of our work is undertaken by external contractors and Sue has used her extensive
experience in organising their work to maintain and improve the facilities in our beautiful
town. Sue has also kept the Council fully active throughout the course of the pandemic,
including adapting to online meetings during the lockdowns.
During her time with the Council, Sue has always looked after the needs of our residents with her cheerful smile and helpful
attitude, and she has always been prepared to give up her personal time to ensure that the Council runs smoothly.
We will all miss Sue’s professional support and cheerful disposition in running the Council and wish her well for the future.

Dates for your Diary
Event

Date

Location

Meet at the GXTC wooden shed
Gerrards Cross
Saturday 21st May on East Common, opposite the
Conservation Volunteers
playground (next to Colston Court)
East Common, Gerrards Cross,
Buckinghamshire, SL9 7AA.

Time
9:30am – 12:30pm third Saturday of the month
except for August and December

Please check the website for more details:
www.gxfunrun.org.uk
Please check the website or call the GXCA
office for more information www.gxca.org.uk
01753 883759
Please check the website or call the GXCA
office for more information www.gxca.org.uk
01753 883759

GX Fun Run

Sunday 22nd May

Jubilee Themed
Afternoon Tea

Monday May 30th
The Memorial Centre, East Common,
to Wednesday 1st
Gerrards Cross, SL9 7AD.
June

Jubilee Themed Dinner,
Dancing and Quiz Night

Friday 3rd June

Picnic In The Park & The
Fun Fair

Gerrards Cross Town Council Queen’s
12 till 6pm
Saturday 4th June Platinum Jubilee Celebrations. West
West Common
Common, Gerrards Cross.

The Memorial Centre, East Common,
Gerrards Cross, SL9 7AD.
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