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Car Parking in Gerrards Cross
The car parking facilities in Gerrards
Cross have been inadequate for a
number of years. The town centre car
parks in Station Road and Packhorse
Road are full to capacity much of the
time, as are the Station car parks. It
is now becoming difficult to find a
space in the Tesco car park during
the day. Shop and office staff in the
centre have become so desperate
that they park as far away as Lower
Road and walk to work. Gerrards
Cross residents complain that they have to drive repeatedly
around the town looking for a space when they want to go
shopping. People visiting from surrounding villages say they
have had to turn around and go home in frustration as they are
unable to find a place anywhere near the centre.
We are very fortunate to have a thriving town centre with major
retail outlets as well as a good variety of small specialist shops,
cafes and restaurants. However, with the parking limitations,
their viability is being threatened. The Town Council has been
very active in pressing for additional car parking with both
South Bucks District Council and with Network Rail. We have
also been pro-active in protecting residents from their streets
being blocked by all-day parking, with many people from
outside of Gerrards Cross taking advantage of free on-street
parking.
This situation is killing the centre of Gerrards Cross, preventing
customers accessing the services they require, blocking streets
with illegal parking and preventing staff getting to work.
Something needs to be done as a matter of urgency to address
this issue. We were therefore pleased to hear of the proposal
for South Bucks District Council to expand the Station Road

car park in 2017, but are now very disappointed to hear that
this has now been delayed for at least another year. Whilst
we appreciate that some residents feel they will be adversely
affected by the expansion of the car park, we are sure we
all agree that something needs to be done. Right now, there
does not appear to be any alternative plan. The expansion of
the Station Road car park has been on the cards ever since
Waitrose opened in 2012 and was one of the commitments
made at the last District Council election in 2015, and should
not come as any great surprise to anyone.
The question we have to ask is, do we want Gerrards Cross to
be a viable centre or would we prefer empty shops and lack of
businesses, meaning we have to go to Beaconsfield, Amersham,
High Wycombe, Slough or Uxbridge for our shopping and
services? Both we, and South Bucks, are receiving negative
feedback on the Station Road car park proposals, to the point
where South Bucks may well consider withdrawing the budget
for the car park and spending this on a more deserving cause.
Do we really want the current lack of parking to continue or
would we appreciate the ability to access our town centre
facilities when we need them?

Neighbourhood Plan progress
In the last issue of ‘Voice’ we explained what our Neighbourhood Plan is. A recent Public
Meeting in GX saw around 80 people attend, and participants were invited back to help
pull together our Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. Around twelve GX residents have
put their names forward for this. Remember this is being driven by you, the residents of
our town. The Steering Group will define more specific areas which the Neighbourhood
Plan should cover, and these will be addressed by ‘Theme Groups’, each of which might
write a chapter of the Neighbourhood Plan. Are you keen to help, or are you interested?
Contact the Town Council office for more details.

Unsung Heroes of
Gerrards Cross
In every Community, there is always a core of people who contribute
to the whole Community in an exceptional way. This is our first
article in Voice which says a big ‘Thank You’ to those who give
their time on a voluntary basis to help the town, the community,
key organisations, and they hopefully inspire others to do the same.
Our first article is about Dr Jane Chambers. You probably all know
who Jane is, but I doubt if you know her name. Jane is wonderful
lady who helps keep our town tidy by picking litter almost every day.
You will see her along Packhorse Road, Station Road, the Commons,
and many side streets and other areas. Armed with her litter picking
gadget and a carrier bag, she picks up tin cans, cigarette butts,
wrappers, scraps of paper, or anything else she spots. Jane has been
a resident of Gerrards Cross for many years. Dr Chambers is a highly
qualified and specialist
medical
practitioner,
and worked overseas for
many years. Jane is also
a lover of fresh air and
walking.

For booking details please see www.
gxca.org.uk/event/les-miserables.
Tickets are £22, and can be booked at
www.ticketsource.co.uk/VPALesMis . Les
Miserables will be at 7pm in the Colson Hall,
with an additional 2pm matinée on Saturday
8th April.

Our Conservation
Volunteers hard
at work

So, she combines her
walking in Gerrards Cross
with daily litter picking,
and makes a huge
contribution to keeping
our pavements and
streets clean. A huge
‘Thank You’ to Jane.

The team helping keep East and West Common in trim were
hard at work a few days ago, and I am sure all residents and
visitors who use our lovely woods on the Commons would
like to thank them. Perhaps you would you like to join them?
They meet on the third Saturday of every month at 9:30 by
the children’s playground area.
Take a look at the GXTC website for details http://
gerrardscross.gov.uk/gerrards-cross-conservationvolunteers/.
Aside from our Forestry
Commission
colleagues,
or
officially
appointed
contractors, Gerrards Cross
Conservation Volunteers are
the only people allowed to
carry out any works on East
Common, West Common
and The Camp.
Other Residents are reminded
that they cannot go into these
woodland areas and start
cutting trees or branches,
nor may they remove timber.
Of course, it goes without
saying that fires and BBQs
are strictly not permitted.

Love Africa
A small team from St James Church travelled to Uganda in February, and
visited six NGO’s (non-governmental organisation) to whom they provide
financial and practical support through their ‘Love Africa’ initiative. It was
quite a punishing schedule with many miles covered by minibus, up into
the eastern and central regions of Uganda, and out into some very remote
rural communities – but so incredibly worthwhile to meet many truly
inspiring people. Love Africa aims to mobilise the local churches in Uganda
to respond to the HIV Aids crisis, and the team met people who previously
had no hope of receiving medication, no future and barely enough to
survive on. Many are now living in thriving communities characterised
by positivity, love, generosity, and so much hope. Partner organisations in
Uganda have provided training in areas such as self-subsistence, financial
management and health and hygiene to help transform the lives of people
in those communities.

Two of the St James team with children from
Tumaini Children’s Home in Kakira.
The children are wearing St Mary’s School caps.

On the Road Again
GX Town Council has purchased a Vehicle Activated electronic speed warning sign (VAS), and it will be installed at various
strategic points where speeding is considered to be a problem. The sign will be moved to different locations from time to time
in order to obtain maximum awareness and impact.
The chaos in Moreland drive with parents dropping off and collecting pupils continues to be a problem. This is worse in the
afternoon because parents, not sure when their children will be available for picking up, arrive early and park where they
like. Spring is just around the corner and parents are strongly encouraged to park in the Memorial Centre or The Apple Tree
car parks and walk to Moreland Drive.
The congestion every morning and evening in West Common also continues to be a major problem because of parents parking
inconsiderately on double yellow lines, and large coaches and a double decker bus using the narrow West Common road as a
shortcut. The cost for a pinch point to stop HGVs and coaches using West Common is an expensive option, so we are looking
into implementing a ban on public service vehicles.
We wait, with equal frustration, for the ongoing, but slow pothole repair programme, and the changes to traffic light
arrangements on Packhorse Road close to Station Road and Station Approach. The Town Council now gets weekly reports,
and progress is being made, though very slowly!

Do you remember the GX Library 30
years ago?
Thirty years ago, the Library was officially opened, replacing the previous building at the same location at 38 Station Road. To celebrate
this 30th anniversary there will be thirty events reflecting the way the Library is used today. For example, a short story competition
for which we invite you to write a story which includes the number 30 in some way. To enter see www.tinyurl.com/gx-shortstory. The
closing date is 30th April. Details of each event will be on the Library website www.buckscommunitylibraries.org/gerrards-cross and
on Twitter @gxlibrary; some exceptional events have been lined up which we hope you will enjoy. Library users are also invited to add
their memories of using the library into a visitor book.
Not a Library member? It takes just a few minutes to join, and is free. The library became a Community Library in 2012, and is a
partnership with both BCC library staff and community volunteers manning the Library.
If you can spare a
few hours a month
and would like to
become a volunteer,
then please ask for
details next time
you come in.
The Gerrards Cross Library went from this...

to this...

No
Mess
in GX

Active Bucks
and Active GX
Active Bucks have
been busy setting
up new activities
in Gerrards Cross
to help give all
residents of any
age an opportunity
to stay active. Dog Agility classes on West Common
and Buggy Fitness have just started up if you want
some outdoor activities. Gerrards Cross Library and
the Guide HQ both in Station Road are the hosts for
Pilates and Yoga classes. Check the Active Bucks
website for details http://activebucks.co.uk/.

There are many other opportunities in GX to help you be
active and look after your fitness, mobility and general
wellbeing. Simply Walk meet on Tuesday mornings
at 10.15am for a 90-minute walk and at 11am for a
45-minute walk. Or try the Running Sisters if you prefer a
healthy jog. The new gym offers many opportunities for
exercise and classes, and don’t forget the GX Community
Association who offer dance, martial arts, bowls, tennis
and squash. We also have two tennis clubs in town, and
active hockey and cricket teams. For younger football
stars of the future there is also football on Sunday
mornings on West Common. Be Active. Get some
fresh air. Have fun.

We all want to
appreciate our lovely
town and green spaces
without having to look
at, or trip over discarded
plastic bottles, fast
food wrappers, drinks
cans, sweet wrappers
and cigarette packets!
As children, we were
hopefully all encouraged to either ‘bin it’ or ‘take it home’.
Modern life seems to revolve around eating, drinking and
smoking often done ‘on the go’. But why does that have to
result in rubbish littering our streets? Let’s all take some action
and pick it up and bin it. And for those who drop litter or
throw it out of their car window please change you habits, and
put litter in the bins provided, or take it home. Two new litter
bins have just been installed on East Common, and more are
planned for Packhorse Road. The same applies to dog walkers.
If your dog makes a mess
on the pavement, grass
verges, green spaces
or woodland paths,
then please pick up and
dispose of the mess in a
dog bin or litter bin. Since
2016 GX Town Council
have provided dispensers
with dog bags at three
key locations on West
Common, East Common
and the Camp. Watch
out for our new ‘No Mess
in GX’ poster campaign.

New Gerrards Cross gym now open
The gym in Gerrards Cross has now re-opened and has been much improved.
Inspire Fitness Centre is located adjacent to the Memorial Centre on East Common,
and will be run by two well qualified coaches, with experience in fitness training,
martial arts and tennis. It will be open from 6.30am to 9.30pm Monday to
Friday, and 8am to 4pm on Saturday. The gym has been fully equipped with
top of the range TechnoGym cardio and strength equipment, plus a new large
refurbished studio with a diverse choice of at least 15 different types of classes
with anything from Zumba to Pilates, Yoga to Cardio Workouts, or Self Defence
to Junior Fitness ….. and many more. For detailed information and membership
costs see the Inspire Fitness Centre web site.
Inspire Fitness Centre, The Memorial Centre,
East Common, Gerrards Cross SL9 7AD
Telephone: 01753-481502 Facebook: Inspire Fitness Centre
Website: http://www.inspire2train.co.uk

There’s a

NEW
GYM
in town!

NO

OP W
EN

www.inspire2train.co.uk
• Modern ‘New to Market’ Training Equipment
• Cardio & Weights Zones
• Functional Training
• Group Classes
• Personal Trainers

Hedges and Trees in your garden
Have you ever thought how the hedge or any overhanging
trees on your boundary impacts on the other residents who

hedge foliage or tree branches are encroaching over the
walkway, or if long stems of brambles or ivy are waving
around ready to catch someone as they pass by.
Bird nesting time is nearly upon us, so now is the time to look
critically at your own hedge on the boundary and give it a
trim if it is affecting residents’ enjoyment of their walk around
Gerrards Cross.

walk along the footpath pavement in your road ?
Plenty of advice is given to residents to keep exercising for
the benefit of their health and wellbeing, so walking to the
shops, or to work, or to school is generally a good thing. It
is therefore important that footways and pavements are kept
free of overgrown hedges and overhanging branches from
trees.

Often when plants and hedging are planted they are placed
on, or very close the boundary. This means that by the
end of the growing season they often encroach upon, and
sometimes even block the pavement or footway. So please
trim your hedges or overhanging branches, and pull out any
overhanging brambles, and cut back ivy. Do remember that
any more dramatic pruning or crowning of trees may require
consent. Thank you all for helping to keep Gerrards Cross a
safer place for all the pedestrians.

It is nice to be able to walk with a child or a friend at your side,
but this is not possible in some areas because of overgrown
hedges and overhanging trees. Please also think of older
people with mobility aids or a mobility scooter. Also, some
cyclists use the footpaths, where permitted, and they too
need a clear path.
So, if you have a designated footpath or pavement running
alongside your boundary fence, please check to see if any

Gerrards Cross station
needs you!
Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) will be back in the Gerrards
Cross Railway cutting on 26th April and 9th August from 11am to 3pm.
Join their team of volunteers in the railway cutting by the station to help
transform the overgrown grassy bank into a haven for wild flowers, butterflies,
bees, birds, mammals, insects and reptiles. Refreshments provided.
Call BBOWT’s Kate Sheard for more information 01442-826774.

Berkshire
Buckinghamshire
Oxfordshire

Gerrards Cross station
needs you!

Join our conservation work parties
26 April & 9 August 2017
Your local Wildlife Trust is working with Chiltern
Railways and Gerrards Cross Town Council to
improve your station for wildlife and people.
We need help to transform the grassy bank
alongside the platform into a haven for insects,
birds, mammals and reptiles.

Have fu
n,
get fit,
no expe
rien
require ce
d!

Get stuck into clearing vegetation so that more
delicate species of wild flowers can flourish,
providing nectar for butterflies and bees.

How to get involved:

Please contact Kate Sheard for
more information.
Kate Sheard, Community Wildlife Officer
life and
01442 826774
Help wild
ity
katesheard@bbowt.org.uk
commun
l
our loca

y

Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust (BBOWT)
The Lodge, 1 Armstrong Road, Oxford, OX4 4XT
01865 775476 • www.bbowt.org.uk
Illustrations by Rachel Hudon, butterflytrack.co.uk. Registered Charity Number 204330

Twitter is back!
We stopped Tweeting for a short time. But now GX Town Council is back on Twitter, and we have over
675 followers. So, for brief messages about things going on in Gerrards Cross, sign up to our Twitter
account @GXTownCouncil. We promise not to bombard you with rubbish, just keep you well informed.

BOOST for Gerrards Cross
Businesses and Organisations
Gerrards Cross Town Council’s BOOST programme was started
in 2015 and was initially aimed mainly at GX Residents,
though some local businesses, organisations and clubs also
joined together to help brighten up the town. Other local
businesses however, have not felt they were able to contribute.
Understanding this, the Town Council are seeking to engage
even more with the business community in an effort to provide
mutual support.
At a recent meeting for local businesses, the only agenda item
was : ‘How can we improve Gerrards Cross?’ The businesses
attending were split into three working groups to consider this
one important question, and the outcomes included things like:
•
•
•
•

Improving parking, speeding, traffic flow and
traffic management
The type of businesses currently in Gerrards Cross
Improving and providing more local events
Improving and upgrading road, pavement and
footpath quality

The effect of our BOOST programme
is planned to include much broader
issues, and these can affect all the people
in GX, as well as all businesses and organisations.
BOOST therefore has the potential to contribute in a major way,
provided that residents, organisations and businesses are all
prepared to become involved.
Following the last BOOST Business meeting, the Town Council
have sent a questionnaire to all known businesses, seeking
feedback about how Gerrards Cross can become a better place
in which to live, work, and run a business. A further meeting
will be held to report back on the input, and actions will then
be planned. We hope that all organisations and businesses
in GX will become involved, so that we can continue to strive
together to make Gerrards Cross an even better place. Contact
the Town Council office if you want to know more.

A look back in history Gerrards Cross station
Did you know that our station was originally named ‘Gerrards Cross for The
Chalfonts’ with both place names in equally large capital letters when it was
opened in 1906. It does give us a clue as why there is a station here, and
this was because Chalfont St Peter was an established community, whereas
In 1908
Gerrards Cross hardly existed except along the Oxford Road, plus a few
cottages, and a scattering of large houses and estates. The new railway was not built primarily to serve any communities along
this part of its route, but to satisfy the different aims of the two big railway companies who jointly built the line. The Great
Central Railway company was having serious trouble getting its long distance fast trains through the clutter of the Metropolitan
Railway’s trains between Quainton Road and Harrow; it had its own line from there to Marylebone. The Great Western Railway
company wanted a more direct, and faster route to Birmingham and the north west, compared to the existing route through
Didcot and Oxford.
The new joint line on the east side of High Wycombe, as far as South Ruislip, handled fast trains for both railways and, as
a bonus, had some local commuter traffic too. All the stations except Seer Green and Denham Golf Club had fast non-stop
lines through the middle, and platform lines for the stopping trains – Gerrards Cross was one of those. It was extravagantly
equipped, not only for passengers, but also for goods traffic. The goods station opened first in 1905 and handled all sorts of
traffic including cattle.
It took five years to build the new railway, but it was known a year or two beforehand that the line would be built, and where
the stations would be. Entrepreneurs saw development opportunities,
and began to build housing, and even some shops before the railway
arrived. The exact positioning of the station in Gerrards Cross was
subject to negotiation between the Parish Council and the railway
company, and some very expensive earth works were needed to
make space for the station. Much of the station as you see it today
is unchanged, although there is no trace of the goods side of the
business. If you would like to know more about the history of Gerrards
Cross just enroll for Julian Hunt’s one-day course at the GX Summer
School on 1st August.
In 1907
Thank you to Guy Gorton for this article.

News in Brief
GX Annual Town
meeting
Come along to the Annual
Town Meeting at 7.30pm on
Wednesday 12th April at the Colston Hall, East Common.
Hosted by Gerrards Cross Town Council. This is your
chance to hear about the Town Council’s activities over
the past 12 months, and plans for 2017-2018. You can
ask questions, and have your say. Light refreshments will
be provided.

Citizens Advice
Bureau service to
start in Gerrards Cross
Community Library in
April
Gerrards Cross Town Council have
sponsored a Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) Surgery in the
GX Community Library at 38 Station Road. This will be
a drop-in service and it will start on Thursday 6th April
running from 11am to 1pm, and on the first Thursday of
each month thereafter; there is a large car park adjacent
to the Library. CAB provide free, confidential and impartial
advice. Their goal is to help everyone find a way forward,
whatever problem they face. People come to the Citizens
Advice Bureau with all sorts of issues. You may have
money, benefit, housing or employment problems. You
may be facing a crisis, or just considering your options.
Come along to the CAB in Gerrards Cross for free advice.
No appointments are needed, you can just drop in.

Grants for worthy causes
The Town Council allocates grants every year to
worthy causes. In 2016-2017 we made grants to the
GX Community Association, the Youth Club, Guides &
Brownies, GX Fun Run and the Christmas lights via GX
Traders Association. For 2017-2018 we anticipate giving
grants to Citizens Advice Bureau for Library days, Chiltern
Dial-a-Ride, Padstone Housing, Leonard Cheshire home,
Movers and Shakers, and once again GXCA, Guides &
Brownies, the Youth Club and GX Christmas Lights. If
you can think of other activities where a grant would be
helpful in 2018-2019 please let us know before August
this year.

Best Kept Towns
and Villages
update
Once again, we are preparing for
the Best Kept Towns and Villages
competition, and we want to win!
Last year we did very well and
scored 85%. You may have seen
bands of volunteers in the town
centre and on the Commons,
cleaning up and removing litter,
and Gerrards Cross did look cleaner as a result. This year we
have invited Richard Pushman, who is the Chairman of the Best
Kept Village Competition, to visit us to share his views on what
we need to do to improve our efforts.

And we need you to volunteer and help with

weeding, cleaning and removing litter from the town. A
schedule of allocated days for cleaning is shown on the back
page of Voice in the ‘Dates for your Diary’ section. If you want
to help please contact the Town Council Clerk.
If this is not for you, then please at least clear up any leaves or
debris in the road or on the pavement outside your home or
business. We know you did not put it there, but if you can help
clear it up it would be much appreciated. Working together,
Gerrards Cross will be an even nicer place in which to live,
work, shop, go to school, or enjoy our many leisure facilities
and open spaces.

You asked – and
we delivered
Those mounds of soil you see in parts of Gerrards Cross are
called bunds. They are in place to stop vehicle access onto
some of our green spaces which in the past have been occupied
by Travellers, resulting in a great deal of mess, damage and
expense. A new bund was created on East Common near
the playground in October 2015 after Travellers occupied that
area for a few weeks. In the following months other bunds
were strengthened and increased in height. Regrettably
the contractor involved was over-enthusiastic, and used the
wrong materials in some areas. Hence the Town Council
organised a big tidy up last autumn, and bund heights were
reduced to a more attractive level, and rubble was removed.
Many bunds were seeded in recent weeks and the grass is
now
establishing.
So, in a short time
the bunds will look
neat and tidy, and
will be maintained
by our grass cutting
contractors.

Dates for your Diary
Event

Date

Location

Time

Cost

Les Miserables –
an EPIC event!

4th to 8th April

GXCA Colston Hall. Six performances of Les
Miserables by VPA Productions with a live orchestra.
See GXCA website for details.

7pm and a 2pm
matinée on the 8th

£22

GX Volunteer
‘Clean-up Days’

4th April to
20th June

GX Conservation Volunteer’s shed near the
playground on East Common. Dates 4th, 13th, 18th,
10am to Midday
27th April; 2nd, 11th, 16th, 25th May; 6th, 15th, 20th
June. Bring gloves. Come and help !

Free and
Refreshments
provided

Antiques Fair

9th April

GXCA.

£1

GX Annual Town
Meeting

Wednesday
12th April

GXCA Colston Hall. Get an update from GX Town
Council on what has been achieved in 2016-2017, and 7.30pm
what is planned for the future.

Free and
Refreshments
provided

Book Fair

15th April

GXCA.

10am to 4pm

£1

Easter Egg Hunt

16th April

GXCA – come along to the famous GX Easter Egg
hunt at 2pm. The Easter Bunny will be there around
3pm. Raffle 3.30pm. Café open.

2pm

£1 per child

Railway Cutting
volunteer day

26th April and
also 9th August

Come and help the Bucks, Berks and Oxon Wildlife
Trust with clearance work in the railway cutting by
GX Station. Ideally bring gloves, sturdy shoes and a
sandwich.

11am to 3pm

Free and
Refreshments
provided

The Big Sing by
VPA Productions

29th April

GXCA – After the tremendous success of the Les
Miserable Big Sing in 2016, this is an opportunity
to stretch your vocal cords. Contact Catherine on
07850 617775 or check the GXCA web site for more
information.

10am to 6pm

Free

Jazz and Curry
Night

5th May

GXCA - Join us in the bar for an informal evening of
Jazz with resident band ‘Upbeat’.

8pm

£10/£8

Coffee Morning

5th May

GXCA – come along for coffee and a slice of cake, and
10am
catch up on the GX news.

Free entry

Antiques Fair

14th May

GXCA.

10am to 3pm

£1

Library AGM

24th May

Offices of BP Collins, Station Road. For Library users,
volunteers, friends & benefactors.

6.30pm

Free and
Refreshments
provided

Friday Night Live Music

2nd June

GXCA. Details to follow.

7.30pm

GX Summer
Festival

7th June

Summer Street Festival. Stalls, children’s amusements,
late night shopping, food stalls, music and more.
5.30pm to 8pm
Station Road closed 4-10pm. For more information see
www.gxfestival.co.uk

Free

Gardening day

10th June

GXCA. Volunteers needed to help in the GXCA
grounds and gardens

10am to noon

Free

Antiques Fair

11th June

GXCA.

10am to 3pm

£1

GXCA 70th
Anniversary

30th June and
1st July

Watch the GXCA web site for information about this.

Christmas Festival

6th December

Street Festival. Watch for details.

Evening

Free

10am to 3pm

Note GXCA is the Gerrards Cross Community Association, 8 East Common SL9 7AD www.gxca.org.uk
For more information, visit the GXCA website, e-Mail office@gxca.org.uk or call Suzie on 01753-883759.
GXCA also includes the Memorial Centre and Colston Hall www.colstonhallgx.com
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